


Government denies radiation threat 
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AMMAN (Petra) — The ministers of health* and energy on 
Saturday denied press reports that residents of southern Jordan 
were threatened by radiation emanating from the Israeli nuclear 
giant at Dimona. Briefing a cabinet session, health minister Aref 
“taineh said news reports that residents of the area, may sirffer 
nom disease resulting from radiation poisoning were baseless. Dr. 
Bataineh said statistics about diseases in the area were like those 
about other areas of the kingdom. He also said that cancer cases in 
the south were also os in other parts of the kingdom. He said 
radioactivity in the area was also within international standards. 


Energy and mineral resources minister Samih Darwazch reassured 
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the cabinet that iheminisiry has modem equipment to detect and 
measure radioactivity. He said no abnormal radioactivity was 
aeteaed ui the south. Israel’s Dimona plant is located in the Negev 
dttert, 60 kilometres from the dty ofTafileh. in its regular session, 
which was chaired by Prime Minister Sharif Zeid Ben Shaker, the 
cabinet heard briefings by the ministers of water and irrigation, 
in tenor, and agriculture on the outcome of their recent wit to A1 
Kweishid and the water situation in the area. 
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King to visit Egypt Tuesday 


CAIRO (R) — His Majesty King Hussein will arrive in Egypt on 
Tuesday for talks with President Hosni Mubarak on the Middle 
East peace process and Arab affairs, Egyptian officials said on 
Saturday. They said they were also expected to discuss bilateral 
tics. Ties between Jordan and Egypt have been steadily improving, 
mainly because of their support for the Middle East peace process. 
King Hussein's visit will bring the two leaders together for the first 
time since Mr. Mubarak visited Jordan earlier this year — his first 
trip here since the Gulf crisis erapted in 1990. The King has visited 
Egypt twice since the PMMM crisis. 
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Syria accuses Israel 
of blocking peace 
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DAMASCUS (R) — Syrian 
Foreign Minister Farouq A1 
Sharaa on Saturday accused 
Israel of blocking the Middle 
East peace process. Mr. 
Sharaa, speaking at the open- 
ing of the joint Syrian-Saudi 
committee for political and 
economic cooperation, said 
an Israeli withdrawal from 
the Golan Heights, captured 
in 1967, was still a condition 
for achieving peace with the 
Jewish state. “Israel has 
placed obstacles during the 
last years in the way of 
peace," Mr. Sharaa said. 
Saudi Foreign Minister 
Prince Saud Al Faisal ex- 
pressed Saudi Arabia's sup- 
port for Syria’s peace de- 
mands and urged an Israeli 
^withdrawal to its pre-war bor- 
ders. "We assure the necessi- 
ty of Israeli withdrawal to 
pre-June 4, 1967 lines and the 
liberation of all of the 
Golan," Prince Saud said. 
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Police disprese rioting 
Sudanese students — 
T.V. 
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CAIRO (R) — Sudanese stu- 
dents rioted outside Khar- 
toum University as president 
Omar Hass an Al Bashir met 
with another group of stu- 
dents inside the building, 
Egyptian television reported 
<on Saturday. Diplomatic 
sources in Khartoum could 
not confirm whether the riots 
took place earlier on Satur- 
day and the news broadcast 
from state television gave no 
reason for the riot or other 
details. The afternoon news 
broadcast said police fired 
tear gas to disperse the group 
which had gathered outside 
the university and battered 
the car of interior minister 
Brigadier Al Tayeb Ibrahim 
Mohammad Khair. Mr. 
Bashir suspended the meet- 
ing when die gas leaked into 
the conference hall, the tele- 
vision news said. Egypt and 
Sudan have been engaged in 
a month-long war of words 
since Egyptian President 
Hosni Mubarak blamed the 
Sudanese government of hav- 
ing a hand in the attempt to 
kill him in Addis Ababa on 
June 26, worsening already 
tense diplomatic relations. 


Italy presses Tunisia 
to extradite ex- 
premler 
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TABARKA, Tunisia (AP) 
— Italy has asked Tunisia to 
extradite Bettino Craxi, the 
former Italian prime minister 
facing corruption charges 
back home, Italy's ambassa- 
dor said Friday night. The 
61-year-old Craxi, citing 
health reasons, has refused to 
leave Tunisia, where he took 
refuge in 1993 and hold up in 
his Mediterranean seaside 
villa in Hamamec. Francesco 
Carruso, the Italian ambassa- 
dor, said he expected a re- 
sponse from tne Tunisian 
government “in a few days." 
He said Mr. Craxi will be 
required to go before a Tuni- 
sian court to respond to the 
extradition request. Mr. Cra- 
xi faces two international 
arrest warrants, the latest 
filed this montb. 


Turkish troops kill 
8 separatist Kurds 


DIYARBAKIRr Turkey 
(R) — Turkish troops killed 
eight separatist Kurdish guer- 
rillas in two clashes in south- 
east Turkey, officials said on 
Saturday. Seven members of 
the Kurdistan Workers Party 
(PKK) were killed in a clash 
in Hakkari province. Troops 
killed another guerrilla in a 
dash in Van province, they 
said. A soldier was also killed 
in the incident in Hakkari, 
they added. More than 
17,500 people have lost their 
fives in the PKK’s 1 1-year-old 
war for an independent Kur- 
dish state in Turkey. 


Clinton continues Iraqi 
national emergency 


WASHINGTON (USIS) — 
president Bill Clinton on Fri- 
day notified Congress that 
“because the government of 
Iraq has continued its activi- 
ties hostile to the United 
States’ interests in the Middle 
■\iast.” the national emergen- 
cy with 'respect to Iraq must 
continue in effect beyond 
August 2, 1995. 


Serbs torch Zepa but 


face detente in W. Bosnia 


SARAJEVO (Agencies) — 
Bosnian Serb forces have 
looted and torched the east- 
ern town of Zepa and claim 
to have executed the govern- 
ment commander of the Mus- 
lim “safe area," a U.N. 
spokesman said on Saturday. 

Bosnian Serb Army Chief 
General Ratko Mladic told a 
U.N. officer that Colonel 
Avdo Palic had been killed 
after talks on the surrender of 

3.000 Muslim men hiding in 
nearby forests reached an im- 
passe, U.N. Spokesman Ale- 
xander Ivanko said. 

Another Serb officer,' 
genera] Zdravko Tolimir, re- 
fused to confirm this, but 
Colonel Palic has not been 
seen since Thursday. 

Serb soldiers under Tolimir 
seized 36 Muslim men from 
the last U.N.-escorted buses 
evacuating civilians from 
Zepa, Mr. Ivanko said. All 
U.N. peacekeepers could do 
was protest. 

Serb forces captured Zepa 
town last Tuesday, two weeks 
after seizing the nearby 
U.N.-designated “safe area" 
of Srebrenica and purging its 

40.000 Muslim civilians in a 
wave of “ethnic cleansing.” 

But their successes in wip- 
ing out centuries-old Muslim 
settlements in eastern Bosnia 
have been eclipsed by a light- 
ning Croat assault in the 
west. 

Backed by armour and 
artillery bombardments, 
Croatian government troops 
and allied Bosnian Croat 
forces swept into the Serb 
towns of Grahovo and Gla- 
moc on Friday, severing a 
key road linking the Bosnian 
Serbs with Croatian Serbs in 



French troops for the Rapid 


Force build a shelter near their camp in the forests of the Mount Igman (AFP photo) 


the Krajina stronghold of 
Knin. 

“Your successes are a huge 
step towards our joint goal of 


defeating, the policy of the 
aggressor Serbs,” Bosnian 


government commander 
General Rasim Delic said in a 
message of thanks to his 
Croat counterparts. 

Bosnian Serb army sources 
said the Croat forces had 
turned their gun-banels east- 
wards and were heading for 
the central Bosnian towns of 
Jajce and Donjj Vakuf which 
lie on a road leading north to 
the major Serb-held town of 


Banja Luka. 

Croat forces were also 
shelling villages on the 
approaches to Knin, the Kra- 
jina Serb army said. 

The United Nations was 
“extremely concerned” ab- 
out a separate mass build-up 
of Croatian government 
forces inside Croatia to the 
west of Serb-held Krajina, 
Mrt Ivanko said. 

"Ten Croatian brigades had 
been mobilised west of Kra- 
jina, a U.N. spokesman said. 
A brigade normally has about 
3,000 troops. 

The United Nations fears 


total war will break out in 
Croatia and even drag Serbia 
back into the conflict. 

Knin, the stronghold of 
Serb-held Krajina, is the 
symbol of Serb resistance to 
Croatia and ignited the four- 
year-old war across former 
Yugoslavia. 

The Krajina Serbs hold ab- 
out a fifth of Croatian terri- 
tory. 

U.N. relief officials said 
13,000 Serb civilians had fled 
deeper into Bosnia and many 
were sleeping in the open. 
The Bosnian Serb army said a 
total of 20,000 Serb civilians 


had fled the fighting, some 
beading south to Krajina. 

The “aggressors have plun- 
dered and torched all Serb 
settlements in the area,” a 
Bosnian Serb statement said. 

European Union (EU) 
peace negotiators Carl Bildt 
said in Sweden he saw no 
hope of a halt to the fighting 
in Bosnia in the near term 
and a U.N. withdrawal could 
not be ruled out. 

“I don't think the different 
parties are ready for a cease- 
fire yet, they have deti.ded to* 


(Continued on page 7) 


Israel to lift 

W. Bank closure 
before PLO talks 


GAZA (Agencies) — Israel 
will lift the closure it clamped 
on the West Bank and Gaza 
after a Palestinian suicide 
bomber killed six Israelis be- 
fore it resumes peace talks 
with the Palestine Liberation 
Organisation (PLO) on Sun- 
*day, a PLO official said. 

Samir Ghosbe, the Palesti- 
nian National Authority 
(PNA) member in charge of 
Labour, said after the author- 
ity's weekly meeting on 
Saturday: “Israel will lift the 
closure at midnight tonight." 

Israel imposed the closure, 
which sealed off some two 
million Palestinians, on Mon- 
day after a guerrilla blew up 
himself and six Israelis on a 
bus near Tel Aviv. 

The PLO and Israel would 
resume peace talks, broken 
off by Israel after the attack, 
in the Red Sea resort of Eilat 
in southern Israel on Sunday 
to hammer out an accord on 
expanding Palestinian self- 
rule to the West Bank, a PLO 
official said. 

Another PLO official who 
asked not to be named said 
the talks would be moved to 
an unspecified location after 
one week, indicating that the 
negotiating process would ex- 
tend far beyond the already 
missed July 25 deadline. 

Following its 1993 peace 
deal with Israel, the PLO 
took control of Gaza and the 
West Bank town of Jericho 
from Israel in May last year 
but Israeli security concerns 
have held back an agreement 
bn extending Palestinian self- 
rule. 

Chief PLO negotiator 
Ahmed Korei said: "We 
hope the Israeli delegation 


will come to the talks with 
more flexible formulas to try 
to break the deadlock.” 

Mr. Ghosheh said the 
Palestinian Authority was in- 
sisting that Israeli troops 
withdraw from all West Bank 
towns, villages and refugee 
camps according to an agreed 
timetable. 

“The cabinet affirmed the 
Palestinian position on the 
need to reach on interim 
accord in all its components: 
redeployment, Palestinian 
elections, legal affairs, trans- 
fer of civilian powers, secur- 
ity arrangements and econo- 
mic cooperation.” 

PLO officials said issues 
under dispute wirh Israel fo- 
cused on the extent of an 
Israeli troop redeployment 
from West Bank populated 
areas and the security respon- 
sibilities of Israeli and 
Palestinian police in the West 
Bank. ' 

Both sides also disagreed 
on whether Palestinians in 
East Jerusalem could partici- 
pate in elections as well as the 
size of an elected Palestinian 
council which would run most 
aspects of life in the West 
Bank and Gaza Strip, the 
official said. 

Israeli Prime Minister Yit- 
zhak Rabin said on Saturday: 
“We are determined to con- 
tinue the negotiations. We 
see in this direction the re- 
solution of the Palestinian- 
Israeli conflict, the conflict 
that gives birth to terrorism.” 

Mr. Rabin told Israeli 
radio he expected the PLO to 
make more of an effort in 
thwarting attacks by Muslim 


(Continued on page 7) 


Jordanian, Palestinian 
businessmen sign 
cooperation protocol 


By Sa’eda Kflani 

Special to the Jordan Times 


AMMAN — Jordanian and 
Palestinian entrepreneurs 
Saturday signed a protocol on 
the establishment of a joint 
council to enhance coopera- 
tion between the private sec- 
tors in Jordan and Palestine. 

'It is a step to be followed 
up,” said Samir Abdullah, 
bead of the Arab economists 
society. “Enormous work is 
still ahead of us." 

The protocol, a follow-up 
to a previous conference in 
June and to a meeting that 
Palestinian and Jordanian 
businessmen had with His 
Majesty King Hussein and 
Palestinian leader Yasser 
Arafat late May, aims at 
promoting economic ties, ex- 
changing information and ex- 
pertise and giving incentives 
to the private sector in both 
areas to initiate joint ven- 
tures, especially in prepara- 
tion for tne Middle East and 
North Africa (MENA) eco- 
nomic summit that will be 
held here in October. 

The protocol, which was 
signed on Saturday by Hamdi 
Tabba’, chairman of the 
Jordanian Businessmen 
Association and Mr. Abdul- 
lah, calls for the implementa- 
tion of recommendations 
taken at the June meeting, 
especially in terms of initiat- 
ing joint ventures in ail fields. 

Jordanian and Palestinian 
businessmen agreed at the 
June conference, which 
grouped more than 500 
Jordanian and Palestinian 
businessmen in Amman, to 
give priority for Jordanian 
and Palestinian businessmen 
while awarding infrastructure 
projects. They also agreed to 
establish a free trade zone in 
the Jordan Valley, initiate 
joint commercial exhibitions 
and activate trade between 
Jordan and Palestine. 

“The June meeting was the 
start after 28 years of abs- 
ence,” Mr. Abdullah said. 
“It puts a mechanism and 
now we are in the process of 
implementing it." 


Mr. Abdullah said stre- 
nuous efforts should be ex- 
erted by the Jordanian and 
Palestinian private sectors to 
come up with a joint package 
at the MENA conference, 
which world leaders and an 
elite of leading world politi- 
cians and economists from 
the private and public sectors 1 
are expected to attend. 

He said that several joint 
meetings will be held for this 
purpose in the coming two 
months. Although he feels 
that work should have been 
moved at a faster pace, Mr. 
Abdullah said both parries 
are exerting efforts to make 
up for the last time. 

“In fact, it is we who are 
late,” he said. “Jordanian 
businessmen are in a better 
condition than us. We have 
to double the effort to come 
up with the best plans” for 
the MENA summit, he said. 

The Jerusalem-based Arab 
Economists Society, estab- 
lished in 1988, is purely scien- 
tific, he added. “We are in 
the process of establishing a 
Palestinian businessmen 
association similar to the 
Jordanian association. 

“The process takes some 
time," he said. “It is one of 
the reasons that are delaying 
us.” 

According to Mr. Abdul- 
lah, new ideas and new ven- 
tures will be initiated be- 
tween the Jordanian and 
Palestinian private sectors, 
and the joint council will help 
implement these plans. 

According to the protocol’s 
bylaws, the council consists 
of an executive committee 
that includes 10 members and 
a president on each side. The 
presidency of the joint coun- 
cil will alternate between the 
Jordanian and Palestinian 
sides. The joint executive 
committee, which is responsi- 
ble for initiating studies on 
ways of cooperation between 
the Jordanian and Palestinian 
businessmen, will meet three 
times a year at least. 


Russians, 

Chechens 


resume 

talks 


GROZNY (R) — Russian 
1st Ui 


and separatist Chechen nego- 
tiators on Saturday resumed 
peace talks aimed at ending 
seven months of fighting in 
the southern region and pre- 
pared to negotiate through- 
out the night. 

The fresh round of talks 
began several hours late after 
Chechen delegates arriving 
here said a promised Russian 
escort failed to turn up in 
time to deliver them to Groz- 
ny after their consultations 
with rebel field commanders. 

“We were waiting for the 
cars for two days. There was 
an official corridor we were 
supposed to use but it took us 
eight hours to get here,” 
Chechen chief negotiator Us- 
man Imayev told reporters. 

Due to the delay the talks 
started well after lunch. 

A Russian official told re- 
porters 1 waiting at the gates of 
the Grozny mission of the 
Organisation of the Security 
and Cooperation in Europe 
(OSCE) — the venue of talks 
— that negotiations would 
continue throughout the 
night. 


" He said the sides decided 
not to release any informa- 
tion to the press. 

Russian troops have taken 
over most of Chechenya, 
which unilaterally declared 
independence in 1991, since 
they entered the region in 
December, but the rebels still 
hold out in some remote 
mountainous areas in the 
south. 

The talks broke up on 
Tuesday with hopes fading 
that a deal would be reached 
on the status of Chechenya. 
The parties appeared keen to 
focus on military issues. 

Chechens want Moscow to 
recognise the north Caucasus 
region’s independence. 


An agreement now under 
discussion on military aspects 
of the conflict is widely seen 
as crucial for holding free 
elections in Chechenya, plan- 
ned for November. 


Beilin says Israel, Syria 
‘approaching moment of truth’ 

Israeli minister calls for entering into 
final status talks with Palestinians 


By Salameh Ne’matt 
Special to the Jordan Times 


OCCUPIED JERUSALEM 
— Israeli Minister for Eco- 
nomy and Planning Yossi 
Beilin has called on Syrian 
President Hafez Assad to 
“put on the table" his ,re- 

3 11 ire men ts fora peaceful ser- 
eraent with Israel." warning 
that the two sides “are 
approaching the moment of 
truth" at the end of 1995, 
before negotiations are over- 
shadowed by elections in the 
United States and Israel. 

Mr. Beilin, speaking to the 
Jordan Times and the 
London-based Al-Hayat pan- 
Arab (Ugly, stressed the need 
to open a dialogue with Iraq 
immediately after lifting the 
international sanctions, “as 
long as die regime (in Bagh- 


dad) behaves according 10 
international norms." 

He pointed out that Israel 
“does not want to exclude" 
Iraq from the regional peace 
process, and that “it is not a 
personal ot emotional matter 
with the Iraqi leadership.” 

The Israeli minister, who is 
considered a controversial fi- 
gure in the ruling Labour 
Party, said that Israel had “a 
solution with Syria... but no 
process," while it had “a 
process with the Palesti- 
nians... but no final solu- 
tion,” he stressed the need 
for a process with Syria that 
would lead to a settlement. 

Mr. Beilin also called for 
entering immediately into 
final status negotiations with 
the Palestinians, pointing out 
that he did "not believe in 
having an interim period for 


confidence building mea- 
sures. 

He said there was a need to 
“make peace” not to build 
confidence because “this is 
not a love affair. How can we 
build confidence as occu- 
piers." 


Following are excerpts 
from the interview 


Question: In view of the re- 
cent escalation of violence, 
are you going ahead with 
your policy of separation with 
the West Bank? Are you still 
planning to build a wall be- 
tween you? 

Answer: We spoke about a 
wall, but the idea of separa- 
tion is a very important issue 
in Israel and is always men- 
tioned when there are terror- 
ist attacks- But it is very 


difficult to implement. It is 
not actually a kind of divorce 
from the Palestinians. The 
idea is ro have a good fence in 
order to have good neigh- 
bours. I must admit it is not 
perceived like that neither in 
Israel nor by the Palestinians, 
and I think that even if physi- 
cally nothing will happen, 
this question of separation 
versus integration will always 
be a dilemma for Israel and 
its neighbours. It has been an 
issue for the past 28 years and 
will continue to be. I met a 
very important Jordanian col- 
league who told me that in 
the beginning there was a 
fear that Israel would like to 
dominate the region, econo- 
mically -speaking, and that 
Israel was ready perhaps to 


(Continued from page 6) 


Europeans, North Africans condemn 'terrorism' 


TABARKA, Tunisia (R) — 
Senior officials from 11 North 
African and South European 
countries, ending two days of 
talks on Saturday,- conde- 
mned what they called “ter- 
rorism” in the Mediterranean 
region and agreed to forge 
closer links. 

Foreign ministers from 
Algeria, Egypt, France, Ita- 
ly, Malta, Portugal, Spain, 
Tunisia and Turkey and rep- 
resentatives from Greece and 
Morocco — grouped in the 
Mediterranean Forum — met 
at Tunisia's northwestern re- 
sort of Tabarka. 

"We have agreed ... to 
fight this plague and con- 
demn terrorist acts, including 
the last attack on (Egyptian) 
President (Hosni) Mubarak 
in Addis Ababa and the last 
act of terrorism in Paris," 
Tunisian Foreign Minister 
Habib Ben Y.ahia, who 
chaired the forum, told a 


news conference. 

The meeting, the forum's 
third since it first met in 
Egypt in July 1994, was held 
to discuss links with a focus 
on regional security high- 
lighted by a Paris metro blast 
in which Muslim militants are 
the main suspects. 

It also prepared for a con- 
ference between the Euro- 
pean Union's (EU) 15 mem- 
bers and 12 Mediterranean 
countries in Barcelona in 
November. 

The Barcelona conference 
is part of a new strategy by 
the EU to avoid a spread of 
political violence into Europe 
from such countries as Alger- 
ia and Egypt. 

Mr. Ben Yehia said the 
ministers also had a “frank 
and deep” exchange of views 
on Bosnia and that they 
“strongly condemn the prac- 
tices of ethnic cleansing 
there." 


Ministers from Arab states 
attending the forum, howev- 
er. appeared not entirely 
satisfied with the assurances 
given by their European 
counterparts on how they 
plan to end Serb offensives in 
Bosnia. 

“The measures announced 
are promises ... Bosnian Serb 
aggression must be stopped. 
The United Nations ... must 
act otherwise Muslim coun- 
tries would lift the arms ban 
to Bosnia,” Egyptian Foreign 
Minister Amr Musa told re- 


we agreed to confirm once 
again that there can be peace 
only through negotiations 
and talks. There can't be 
peace through war Mr. 
De Charette said. 

Fears that political vio- 
lence in Algeria and Egypt 
may spread to Europe were 
fuelled by this week's Paris 
metro blast. 


porters. 

France’s Foreign Minister 
Herve de Charette said the 
forum has agreed that there 
cannot be a military solution 
in the former Yugoslavia and 
Spain’s Foreign Minister 
Javier Solana said the EU 
was asking Croatia to halt its 
offensive against the Bosnian 
Serbs. 

“I am satisfied to see that 


Mr. De Charette said he 
did not discuss the Paris blast 
when he met on Saturday 
with Algerian Foreign Minis- 
ter Sal ah Dembri. 

“We did not discuss the 
Paris attack ... for which we 
have not for the moment 
indications which permit us 
to confirm its origin,” Mr. De 
Charette told Reuters. 


Mr. Ben Yehia said that 
beside security concerns, the 
issue of Libya's participation 
in the Barcelona conference 
was discussed. 
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.5. received warning before 


ockerbie disaster — paper 


LONDON (R) — An intelli- 
gence report warned the U.S. 
State Department less than 
three weeks before the 1988 
Lockerbie air disaster that a 
Palestinian group planned to 
attack the Pan Am airline, a 
British newspaper said Satur- 
day. 

“The report reopens the 
controversy surrounding the 
bombing of the Pan Am jet 
over Lockerbie (in Scotland) 
and raises new questions ab- 
out the British and U.S. gov- 
ernments' insistence that 
Libya alone was to blame," 
the Guardian said. 

Two hundred and seventy 
people were killed when Pan 
Am Flight 103 from London 
to New York was blown up 
on Dec. 21. 1988. 

“Team of Palestinians not 
assoc with Palestine Libera- 
tion Organisation (PLO) in- 
tends to atk US tgts in 
Europe. Time frame is pre- 
sent," the Guardian quoted 
the counter-intelligence re- 
port. headed Department of 
State. Diplomatic Security, 
as saying on Dec. 2, 1988. 

The report added: “Tgts 
specified are Pan-Am airlines 
and US mil bases." 

A comment attached to the 
report said: “We cannot re- 
fure or confirm this.” 


The Guardian said the 
name of the informant was 
blacked out, as was an item 
headed FRG. a reference to 
the Federal Republic of Ger- 
many. Pan Am Right 103 
started in Frankfurt. 

The document was 
obtained by lawyers repre- 
senting Pan Am's insurers 
under the U.S. Freedom of 
Information Act and was pas- 
sed to Tam Dalyell, a mem- 
ber of parliament for Bri- 
tain's opposition Labour Par- 
ty, the newspaper said. 

“The document flies in the 
face of all the assurances 
repeatedly been given by (the 
British government) that 
there were no warnings,” Mr. 
Dalyeli was quoted as saying 
by the Guardian. 

The U.N. Security Coun- 
cil. after a periodic review, 
made no change Friday in its 
sanctions against Libya in 
connection with the Locker- 
bie bombing. Council mem- 
bers said. 

The sanctions were first 
imposed in April 1992 be- 
cause of Libya's refusal to 
hand over for trial in Britain 
or the United States two 
alleged, intelligence agents in- 
dicted in both countries for 
planting a bomb on board the 


jumbo jet. 

The sanctions, reviewed by 
the council every 120 days, 
include an air embargo, a ban 
on the sale or transfer of arms 
to Libya and the downgrad- 
ing of diplomatic links with 
that country. 

Additional punitive mea- 
sures went into force in De- 
cember 1993 because of 
Libya's continued failure to 
comply with the Council's de- 
mands, which also require its 
cooperation with an inves- 
tigation into the bombing of 
France's UTA Flight 772 
over Niger in 1989 which 
killed 171 people. 


lions reviews, the United 
States again raised the threat 
of adding an oil embargo. 
But there has been little sup- 
port for such a move and no 
oil ban resolution has been 
introduced so far. 


The added measures in- 
clude a freeze on some Li- 
byan assets abroad and a ban 
on its import of certain types 
of equipment used at oil 
transport terminals and in re- 
fineries. But they do not pro- 
hibit the export of Libyan oil 
or its purchase of oil drilling 
equipment. 

Libya has repeatedly 
offered to allow the two in- 
dicted men to stand trial at 
the world court at the Har- 
gue', but under Scottish law 
and by a Scottish judge. Bri- 
tain and the United States 
regard this as unacceptable. 

As during previous sanc- 


Libya, attacking what it 
termed Washington's "in- 
transigence,” said Saturday 
the extension of U.N. sanc- 
tions over the 1988 bombing 
of a U.S. airliner which killed 
270 people would worsen the 
suffering of Libyan people. 

Libya's official news agen- 
cy (JANA), quoting a state- 
ment from the Libyan repre- 
sentatives in the United Na- 
tions, said Libya was sur- 
prised that the United States, 
Britain and France continued 
to reject all proposals aimed 
to find a fair solution. 

“This intransigence is not 
in the interest of the victims' 
families and is not in the 
interest of neighbouring 
countries. This continued in- 
transigence will add to the 
ordeal of the Libyan Arab 
people and the neighbouring 
states,” it said. 

JANA said “such unjusti- 
fied resolutions” only discre- 
dited the United Nations in 
the eyes of the people around 
the world. 


Yemeni MP arrested over murder — minister 


SANAA (Agencies) — 
Yemeni Interior Minister 
Hussein Mohammad Arab, 
denying that an opposition 
parliamentarian was illegally, 
arrested, said the deputy was 
detained on suspicion of mur- 
der. 

Mr. Arab told Reuters late 
Friday that Yemen Socialist 
Party (YSP) deputy Moham- 
mad Nagi Said was accused of 
killing Ali Abdullah Dhalie. 

“We prevented another 
crime because Mohammad 
Nagi Said was followed and 
targeted by the family of the 
victim who wanted to avenge 
their loss,” the minister said. 


The YSP newspaper AI 
Thawri said Friday the arrest 
violated the constitution. 

It said the parliament had 
decided to summon Mr. Arab 
Saturday to answer questions 
on Mr. Said’s arrest at the 
Interior Ministry building 
when he went to see Mr. 
Arab Tuesday. 

A YSP member of parlia- 
ment had told Reuters that 
reasons for Mr. Said’s arrest 
were not known. 

Mr. Arab said the deputy 
was arrested by order of the 
public prosecutor after his 
parliamentary immunity was 
revoked and the government 


had also obtained a “mes- 
sage” from parliament sanc- 
tioning Mr. Said’s detention. 

“We have confirmed in- 
formation that (Dhalie's 
family) were setting an 
ambush to kill Mohammad 
Nam Said,” he added. 

The YSP, which ruled the 
former South Yemen before 
merging with North Yemen 
in 1990, has about 65 seats in 
the 301-member elected par- 
liament. 

Meanwhile a parliamen- 
tary committee here de- 
nounced conditions in Ye- 
men's prisons, citing cases of 
torture, newspapers said Fri- 


day. 

“A number of prisoners 
complained of physical and 
psychological torture,” said a 
report from a committee 
headed by Mansour Abu 
Usba, a member of parlia- 
ment from the Yemen Social- 
ist Party. 

“Others said they were not 
allowed to receive visits or 
packages, unless they bribed 
the guards,” said the report, 
which called on the govern- 
ment to quickly reform the 
prisons- 

No figures are available on 
the number of prisoners in 
Yemen. 


Fatherhood is latest evolution of Arafat 


Tel AVTV (AP) — For any- 
one else it was the natural 
next step: Get married, then 
Atari a family. . 

But the' birth of PLO ( 
Chairman Yasser Arafat’s" 
first child ,is raising doubts 
instead or cheers among 
seme Palestinians. 

Soha Arafat's decision to 
heve baby Zahwa in Paris, 
instead of at home in the 
newly autonomous Gaza 
Strip, drew criticism from 
se me Palestinians. And the 
arrival of a real live baby is 
ore more sign that the former 
revolutionary, who once said 
he was married only to the 
Palestinian cause, is just a 
hr man being like everybody 
el e. 

“Some people would sug- 
gest this delivery does reflea 
(Arafat's) alienation and that 
it vill undermine the genuine 
commitment to Gaza and to 
th -2 Palestinian authority." 
said Ziad Amr, a professor of 
political science at Beir Zeit 
university in the West Bank. 

“When he is married to a 
real woman, and not to the 
cause, people begin to ques- 
tion the kind of image he 
tried to project for himself.” 

Arafat, now 65, married 
Soha on July 17. 1990 — her 
27th birthday. He kept his 
marriage to his blond, out- 
spoken bride, who convened 
to Islam before the wedding, 
a secret for 116 years. 

“We never felt that Soha 
was one of us.” said a pre- 
gnant woman in Gaza who 
gave her name only as Umm 
Samer. or "mother of Sam- 


er. 


“She should have had the 
baby here so we would feel 
closer to her. But I guess, 
she’s too spoiled and ’ an-o- 
gant and our hospitals are' not 
good enough for her.” 

Her 12-year-old son, Sam- 
er, tugged at his mother's 
sleeve. “Why don’t you have 
the baby in Paris, mom?" he 
asked. “Soha is not better 
than you.” 

The daughter of a wealthy 
and influential West Bank 
family. Soha told The Associ- 
ated Press last month that she 
was proud the baby was con- 
ceived in Gaza, but that she 
feared giving birth there be- 
cause of the “appalling” 
health conditions. 


Following the death of her 
father Daoud Tawil in Paris 
last month, Soha stayed there 
with her mother, Raymonda, 
until the baby was bom. 

Some Palestinians de- 
fended Sofia's choice. 



UAE 
raises 
$43m for 
Bosnian 
Muslims 


“Soha is not Abu Amar,” 
said Bir Zeit Professor Abdul 
Atif Barghouthi, referring to 
Arafat by his nome de guer- 
re. 

“She does not consider 
herself a politician who car- 
ries responsibilities. She is 
the wife of the president, and 
as a wife she made the first 
gesture by accepting to live in 
Gaza.” 

Mr. Arafat, who didn't fly 
to Paris until Wednesday — 
two days after his daughter's 
birth — shunned congratula- 
tions from his aides in Gaza. 
Answering reporters' ques- 


Yasser Arafat and his wife Suha pose for photographers in 
earlier visit to France (Qe photo) 


tions. he said he felt “like any 
father would feel. 

He was back in Gaza 
Thursday, where he received 
a large stuffed Mickey Mouse 
doll from visiting U.S. 
Ambassador Martin Indyk. 

Mr. Arafat's fatherhood is 
just part of his evolution from 
a near-legendary guerrilla 
leader to the very mortal 
leader of Palestinian auton- 
omy. Professor Amr said. 


“This episode, like his 
marriage, will soon be forgot- 
ten and people will start look- 
ing at him again on the basis 
of what he does on the 
ground politically.” he said. 

“The real criteria is not the 
marriage, or the delivery or 
even his mystique. These are 
secondary factors. His sup- 
port will be based on what he 
can deliver to the Palestinian 
people." 


ABU DHABI (R) — With 
donations pouring in from as 
far away as Colombia, the 
United Arab Emirates raised 
$43 million for besieged fel- 
low Muslims in Bosnia in a 
radio and television fund- 
raising blitz. 

Mustering sympathy with 
television footage of elderly 
Muslims fleeing Bosnian Serb 
attacks and images of bleed- 
ing children. The oil-rich Gulf 
Arab state raised the cash in 
a thirteen-and-a-half-hour 
campaign which ended in the 
early hours of Saturday. 

The largest single donation 
was made by UAE Defence 
Minister and Dubai Crown 
Prince Sheikh Mohammad 
Ibn Rashid AI Maktoum, 
who gave 55 million dirhams 
(S15 million) to match the 
total amount pledged in the 
first 10 hours. 

The campaign, carried by 
local radio and television sta- 
tions and broadcast via satel- 
lite, started at noon Friday. U 
was scheduled to end at mid- 
night but was extended for 90 
minutes. 

UAE officials said the 
campaign was a success 
although the general mana- 
ger of Abu Dhabi Television. 
Ali Obaid, told Reuters Fri- 
day the target was to raise 
more than $50 million. 

It included live news re- 
ports from Bosnia and inter- 
views with people in the 
street in Arab states, UAE 
President Sbeikh Zaid Ibn 
Sultan AI Nahayan. Bosnian 
Prime Minister Haris Sila- 
jdzic and Arab officials. 

Sheikh' Zaid echoed rising 
frustration in Arab and Mus- 
lim states with the lack of 
resolve shown by the United 
Nations and Western powers 
to defend Muslims in Bosnia. 

“Superpowers who talks 
about human rights bear the 
most responsibility... Where 
are these superpowers who 
are always stressing human 
rights? They are present but 
what is keeping them silent?” 
Sheikh Zy d? askedJin an in- 
tcr\icw^with4his sory^ Deputy 
Information Minister Sheikh 
Abdullah. 

'The UAE and other Gulf 
states will be among the fore- 
runners of Arab and Muslim 
brothers in consolidating the 
Bosnian people,” he added. 

The UAE. like other re- 
gional states, expressed sup- 
port for a decision by foreign 
ministers from eight Orga- 
nisation of the Islamic Con- 
ference states to declare the 
U.N. embargo on the former 
Yugoslavia republics invalid. 

Dubai's Gulf News news- 
paper Saturday quoted an 
official as saying the telethon 
was the start of “a campaign 
to collea funds for the help- 
less Bosnians so that they 
could get all they needed to 
defend their country and 
liberate it from the Serb 
aggressors.” 

Donations included jewel- 
ry and truckloads of relief 
stuffs. 

A girl gave her teddy bear 
and another showed up at a 
donation centre at a shopping 
mall with a pure-bred Ara- 
bian horse. It was sold in a 
telephone auction to an Arab 
princess who called from 
London with a 150,000 
dirham ($41 .000) bid. 

Pledges included $100,000 
from an Islamic organisation 
in Colombia and $1 million 
from a family with members 
in all six Gulf Arab states. 


Kuwait urged not to discriminate 
against stateless Arabs 


m 


NICOSIA (AP) — A human 
rights group Saturday urged 
the Kuwaiti government to 
end its harassment and expul- 
sion of stateless Arabs, one 
third of the population, and 
allow them the right -to live 
and work in the emirate. 

Human rights watch, based 
in New York, said in a report 
that Kuwait’s treatment of 
the stateless Arabs — known 
as “bidoun,” Arabic for 
“without" — “amounts to a 
policy of apartheid.” 

It said that 130,000 to 
160,000 bidoun, originally 
members of nomadic tribes 
which wandered south from 
the Syrian steppes decades 
ago, fled to Iraq after Sad- 
dam Hussein’s forces invaded 
Kuwait in August 1990 and 
are now stranded there with- 
out passports because 
Kuwaiti authorities will not 
allow them back. 

Since Kuwait was liberated 
in February 1991, it has ex- 
pelled some 24,000 more, 
while the 150,000 to 180.000 
still in the emirate are haras- 
sed and intimidated, “de- 
nied the right to lawful resi- 
dence. employment, travel 


and movement” in violation 
of international law. Human 
Rights Watch said. 

Since liberation, the bi- 
doun have not been “allowed 


to work or receive welfare, 
and their children are not 

allowed to go to school, the 

report said. 

“Since they no longer cany 
valid documents, they are 
subject to immediate arrest at 
police checkpoints, forcing 
many into self-imposed house 
arrest.” 

”A nation like Kuwait, so 
recently invaded and occu- 
pied. should have a height- 
ened appreciation for 
nationality and the human 
rights that stem from it,” said 
Christopher George, execu- 
tive director of Human 
Rights Watch. 

“Rather than amending 
these discriminatory prac- 
tices, however, the Kuwait 
government is trying to force 
them all to leave.” he noted. 

Ten years ago, after de- 
cades of Treating the bidoun 
as citizens — albeit an under- 
class and a pool of cheap 
labour — and repeatedly 
promising “to confer formal 
citizenship on them,” the 
Kuwaiti government began 
mass dismissals and deporta- 
tions “in an apparent attempt 
to drive the whole commun- 
ity out of the country or 
dramatically reduce its size,” 
the report said. 

The bidoun “were declared 
illegal residents of the only 


country they ever knew " it j 
stressed. 

Many were bom in 
Kuwait, where their families J 
have lived for decades. Be- _ 
fore the invasion, bidoun A 
were the backbone of the 
military. 

The crackdown intensified 
after the Iraqi invasion, when \ 
the authorities accused many ; 
of the stateless Arabs of col- ; 
laborating with Saddam’s 
forces. 

“Because a small number 
of bidoun joined the Iraqi j 
militia — most were coerced H 
by Iraq to join — the whole 
community has been placed 
under indictment for col- 
laboration,” Human Rights 
Watch said. * 

“Hie government appears 
to ignore the fact that many 
bidoun fought in the Iraqi 
resistance. Of the 320 people 
known to have been killed in 
resistance acts. 82 were bi- 
doun,” the report noted. 

“Having lived in Kuwait 
for generations, treated as 
citizens for decades and repe- 
atedly promised Kuwaiti 
citizenship, they have ac- 
quired vested rights which 
may not be arbitrarily taken 
away... Kuwait is under a 
dear obligation to end its 
arbitrary policies towards the 
bidoun,” it added. ' 


New group assails Palestinian self-rule 


GAZA (R) — A new mili- 
tant group called the Islamic 
Salvation Front (ISF) vowed 
Saturday to confront the 
“corruption" of the Palesti- 
nian self-rule authority, 
which it accused of selling out 
the Palestinian homeland to 
Israel. 

“The Islamic Salvation 
Front calls for the firm con- 
frontation of (the Palestinian 
authority’s) measures and the 
conspiratorial plots which 
aim at the corruption and 
destruction of this people," it 
said in a leaflet distributed in 


Gaza. 

The group dedared itself 
earlier this year as saviour of 
the Palestinians from corrup- 
tion by PLO leader Yasser 
Arafat’s Palestinian author- 
ity, which took control of 
Gaza and the West Bank town 
of Jericho from Israel in May 
last year; 

In the Arabic leaflet titled, 
“statement number one” 
with a sketch of a Kalash- 
nikov rifle on the top and 
bottom of the page, it asked 
for support from the Palesti- 
nian people and the Islamic 


Resistance Movement 
Hamas and the Islamic Jihad 
Movement, both of which 
violently oppose the 1993 
Israei-PLO peace deal. 

“We call on you to support 
the Islamic Salvation Front 
on all Palestine to confront 
the Jewish plans which, are 
being implemented by the 
hands of the authority. We. 
call on all of you to confront 
the corruption...” it said. - 

The leaflet did not say how 
the front would conduct its 
campaign against the Palesti- 
nian authority. 


From tanneries to garages, Egypt’s 
children labour in harsh conditions 


CAIRO (AFP) — They 
are nicknamed the “mar- 
ble kids,” not because 
p~1hfcyt play ^tbe ^childhood"' 
- gaihe but bedufie-thfe$ are ’ 
small enough to roll under 
car in the Cairo garages 
where they work up to 10 
hours a day. 

Mohammad Ezzat, 11, 
who has worked five years 
as a mechanic’s assistant 
in the Cairok suburb of 
Salam City, is one of at 
least two million children 
under 12 employed in 
Egypt’s factories, work- 
shops and streets. 

He earns 100 Egyptian 
pounds a month (about 
$30), with which he helps 
his mother, a vegetable 
vendor, to support his 
eight brothers and sisters. 

“My father doesn't 
work. He takes my money 
to spend on hashish," he 
said. 

Mohammad himself 
tried the drug for the first 
time last year and he has 
smoked cigarettes since 
be started in the garage. 

His eyes are damaged 
by using soldering equip- 
ment without protection, 
and many of the other 
children working in neigh- 
bouring garages show 
burns from sparks. 

Egyptian law forbids 
the employment of chil- 
dren under 12 years of 
age. 

Nevertheless child 
labour is prevalent. Even 


the official number of two 
million underage workers 
js probably low, as it docs. 
4 not -count children ^vork-^ 
fag fa the fields. -2 *• * 
On Monday, die reality 
of the situation became 
tragically dear when a 
Nile River boat sunk, 
drowning seven girls aged 
nine to 15 on their daily 
trip to work in fields out- 
side Cairo. Some 30 girl 
labourers in total were on 
the boat. 

Out of a population of 
60 million, 36 per cent are 
less than 14 years old, half 
of whom are illiterate, 
official figures say. 
Almost a third of chil- 
dren, especially girls, 
leave school for work to 
help the family income. 

Some 21 per cent of 
them work in agriculture, 
11 per cent in garages or 
factories. The vast major- 
ity have no set work: They 
sell packets of tissue pap- 
er in the streets and on 
buses, work in cafes or in 
family shops. 

“It's the parents who 
bring them to me. They 
beg me to give their chil- 
dren work because they 
have nothing to eat,” said 
Hussein AI Sayed, 52, 
head of a tannery in the 
Cairo slum of Masr AI 
Qadima. 

Of Sayed’s 25 em- 
ployees, 10 are between 
eight and 15 years old. 
Many of the master tan- 


ners have been working' 
there since childhood. 

_ In tb^ ,30ft taimeries-fa 

£ — ; the neighbdarifood, cfa'Icf 
'***■'" lafioarcrs* walk barefoof 
through chemicals which 
owners refused to iden- 
tify. Most show lesions on 
their hands and feet and- 
have damaged lungs. 

Conditions for girls, 
most often employed as . 
seamstresses or nurses, ■ 
are often no better. - 
Mona, who did nor$ 
know her age but looked . 
about 10 years old,/ 
showed the scars on her ' 
shoulder still remaining 
from when her first boss 
. punished her for taking 
food from a refrigerator- 
“She shaved my head, 
saying it would get rid of 
lice," said Mona, who 
now works in the upper- j 
class Cairo neighbour- ' 
hood of Zemalek as baby- - 
sitter. 

She has been nick- 
named “Oshin” after the 
long-suffering girl heroine 
of a Japanese television 
series popular in Egypt. •: 
Now she looks over a 
baby and a young girl. She 
takes them to the park but 
said she was sad she could - , 
not play along with them.. 

“I’m treated well now;” 
she said. “My mistress is 
kind. When she buys, an . 
ice cream for her daughter j 
she buys one for me too.. 
But I don't get to choose 
the flavour.” 
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Visiting U.S. investment organisation seeks to 
generate interest in joint ventures in Mideast 



**er Royal Highness Princess Basma Saturday addresses the opening of a workshop for 
.. women in Salt on how to conserve water (Petra photo) 

Princess Basma urges women to 
help in drive to conserve water 


ny policies i 0 *a t r 
»• it added. 

seS-rag" 


SALT (Petra) — Her Royal 
, Highness Princess Basina 
" Saturday urged women in 
Jthe Balqa region to -con- 
~ tribute to the national effort 
to conserve water, stressing 
that water shortage remains 
•one of the most important 
challenges facing the soci- 
ety. 

• Addressing the opening 
session of a two-day work- 
shop for women on 

' economising in the use of 
..water, the Princess said that 
.women's efforts are needed 
.to help protect the nation's 

• meagre water resources. 

Praising the Ministry of 

• Water and Irrigation for its 
•continued drive to spread 
public awareness about 
water issues, Princess 

“Basma said Jordan is grate- 
ful to the United States 
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Agency for International 
Development (USAID) and 
other organisations which 
are helping Jordan to protect 
its water resources and man- 
age available supplies. 

The workshop, which was 
organised in cooperation 
with USAID, the Ministry of 
Water and Irrigation and the 
Jordan Environment Society 
(JES), was addressed by 
JEA Vice President Moham- 
mad Masalha who said the 
meeting was part of the soci- 
ety's ongoing drive to pro- 
mote water conservation 
public awareness in all areas 
of water usage. 

Ministry Secretary Gener- 
al Mohammad Ban! Ham 
said Jordan needs SI. 5 mil- 
lion to properly develop its 
water resources, but is 
unable to come op with the 


funds on its own and could 
never implement the project 
even when funds are secured 
unless the ministry's efforts 
are backed by the public. 

Dr Bani Hani said that as 
50 per cenrof the water sup- 
plies pumped to the public 
are wasted either due to 
leakage through old and 
worn out pipes and unortho- 
dox methods of utilising 
water, the role of women is 
essentia] in helping to 
reduce water consumption.. 

USAID Director Willian 
Oliver told the meeting that 
his agency was concentrat- 
ing on helping Jordan pro- 
tect and develop water 
resources, adding that one of 
the best ways is to preven 
their contamination. 

About 50 women are 
attending the workshop. 


By a Jordan Times 
Staff Reporter 

AMMAN — A delegation 
representing 15 American 
private sector companies led 
by the U.S. Overseas Private 
Investment Corporation 
(OPIC) arrived in Amman 
firiday looking for invest- 
ment opportunities in Jor- 
dan. 

This is the first OPIC 
investment mission to the 
Kingdom, and comes at the 
end of a week-long effort in 
| die Middle East - the West 
I Bank, Gaza, Israel and Jor- 
dan — to generate interest in 
Joint ventures with Ameri- 
can companies. 

OPIC Executive Vice 
President Christopher Finn 
is billing tbe effort as a show 
of support for regional 
peace. 

"We have a keen interest in 
the development of peace," 
said Mr. Finn. 'President 
Clinton believes, and we 
believe, that peace and eco- 
nomic stability are inextrica- 
bly linked. We are an inte- 
gral part of U.S. foreign pol- 
icy, which focuses more and 
more on economic develop- 
ment." 

OPIC is an independent 
U.S. government agency 
that encourages direct Amer- 
ican private investment in 
developing countries or 
emerging free market 


economies, primarily pro- 
viding project financing 
through loans and loan guar- 
antees and political risk 
insurance to American part- 
ners in joint ventures over- 
seas, basically acting as a 
catalyst for private sector 
investment. 

The delegation to Jordan 
represents a variety of sec- 
tors (including energy, con- 
struction, light manufactur- 
ing, water treatment tourism 
and financial services) from 
some of tbe U.S.’s most rep- 
utable companies: Bechtel; 
Culligan Water Technolo- 
gies; Dearborn Financial, 
Inc., and DuPont Advanced 
Material Systems among 
others. 

OPIC currently is backing 
private sector projects in 
more rhnn 140 countries, 
and is prepared to back pri- 
vate sector investment in 
Jordan. 

"We focus on what the pri- 
vate sector is willing to 
invest in," said delegation 
co-leader Susan Levine. 
"The fact that we have 15 
companies is a signal that 
the private sector is willing 
to invest here." 

"In the region, we have 
been very impressed," said 
Mr. Finn. "Entrepreneurship 
is alive here, and when we 
sit down to talk, we feel that 
we can get right to the bean 
of tbe matter — the return 


Draft law calls for creation of 
. environment protection agencies 

AMMAN (Petra) — The draft environment law currently 
before Parliament includes provision to establish three agen- 
cies that will be entrusted with protecting the environment, 
said Environment Department Director Saleh Share' Satur- 
day. 

According to the draft law, Mr. Share' said, the present 
environment deportment will be made independent of the 
Ministry of Municipal and Rural Affairs and the Environ- 
ment. 


Election result in Wahadneh proves success 
of women's movement, says Princess Basma 


WAHADNEH (Petra) — 
Her Royal Highness 
Princess Basma Saturday 
said that tbe July 11 munici- 
pal elections were the 

embodiment of democracy, 
.and tbe election of the first 
woman mayor in Jordan 
opens a new page in the 
country's bistop' by high- 
lighting- Jordanian women's 
successes. 

Addressing a public rally 
attended by I man Futeimat. 
tbe first woman mayor of 
Wahadneh, and deputies 
from the Iibid Govemorate. 
the Princess said she was 


06 * L •jp m toe Princess said she was 

° W Tairo ntigS .P«>ud of the men and 
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!t «fhe has been » mayor in the country, and 
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danian women and for 
"opening the local communi- 


ty centre. 

Later Princess Bama 
attended a- meeting by the 
municipal council which 
discussed several projects to 
be carried out. She pointed 
out the need for cooperation 
with the local community 
and the concerned govern- 
ment departments to ensure 
the success of these endeav- 
ours . 

Tbe Princess laid the foun- 
datiion stone for the youth 
club which is being built by 
the Ministry of Youth and 
announced a donation of JD 
5,000 to the project from the 
Queen Alia Fund for Social 
Development (QAF). 

Princess Basina formally 
inaugurated the community 
centre, tbe 45th to be set up 
by QAF in Jordan. 

The centre will offer social 
services to the local commu- 
nity. mainly benefiting 
women and children, with a 
special wing accommodat- 
ing 80 children and sections 
for training women in typing 
and dress-making. 

The Princess examined the ■ 
centre's various activities 
and met with the governing 
council to discuss plans and 
programmes. 
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Her Royal Highness Princess Basma Saturday lays the foundation stone for the youth 
club in Wahadneh, which is being built by the Ministry of Youth (Petra photo) 


WMTS GOJIM© <©M 


^ BAH*' 

1,jAZ TRAlN 


JERASH FESTIVAL 


Blind Prostitute' 
p.m. 


at Gracia Theatre at 8:00 


trj> 

,rr. 

*rp. 

r, V.si:w» 


.RKE* 


* Concert by Blassorchester Langenhagen of 
Germany at Artemis Stepts at 9:00 p.m. 

>Guem Drum Show. (France), Sound & Light 

Theatre, Fri., 9:00 p.m. 

■ • ■ 

;* Concert by the Cavern Beatles of England at 
•• 1 1 the South Theatre at 8:30 p.m. 

» play (in Arabic) entitled "The Caravan of 
Excellence - Love" (Part II) at Gracia Theatre 
•at 9:30 pm. 

:* Guexrt Drum Show - France at Umm Qais 
at 8:30 p.m. 

. y Classical music concert by Abbas All at the 
Royal Cultural Centre at 7:45 p.m. 

*P}ay (in Arabic) entitled "The Digger and the 


* Performance by Jugnu Group, Forum, Fri., 
7:00 p.m. - 9:00 p.m. 

* Poetry recital by several Arab poets at Darat 
A1 Funun, Jabal Luweibdeh (7:00-9:00 p.m.) 

* Performance by several Jordanian groups at 
file Forum (6:30-9:00 p.m.) 

* Egyptian circus at the Forum at 9:30 pm. 

FILM 

* "Glory" at the American Center at 5:00 pm, 
PALESTINIAN SONG FESTIVAL 

* Festival of Palestinian National Songs at the 
Professional Association Complex, 6:00 p.m. 


EXHIBITIONS 

* Works by Randa Qassis at the Royal Culur- 
al Centre 

* Exhibition of Palestinian products 95 at the 
Universal Expo Centre, University Road. 

* Display of Palestinian heritage at the Pro- 
fessional Associations Complex. 

4 Paintings and ceramics by Arab artists at 
Orfali Art Gallery, Umm Utheina. 

4 Paintings by Adnan Yahyah at Daiat A1 
Funun. 

4 Exhibition demonstrating the development 
of cinema over the past century at the French 
Cultural Centre. 



A visiting delegation of representatives of American companies and a team from the 
U.S. Overseas Private Investment Corporation Saturday hold a press conference in 
Amman to explain tbe purpose of their mission (Petra photo) 


on the investment." 

Mr Finn said that OPIC 
will be represented at the 
upcoming Middle East and 
North Africa Economic 
Summit to be hosted in 
Amman next October. 

“The president has asked 
OPIC to play a major role," 
he said. "It will be a multi- 
agency approach with other 
government agencies. We 
will be represented by 
(OPIC) President Ruth 
Harkin." 

Accompanying the delega- 
tion is George S. Siguier, of 


Siguier, Guff and Co., man- 
agers of an OPIC supported 
multi -million dollar equity 
fund that will make direct 
investments in private busi- 
ness ventures in Jordan, the 
West Bank, Gaza, Egypt, 
Tunisia and Morocco. 

While in the region, the 
company will select a local 
adviser for Jordan, the West 
Bank and G aza 

The Middle East/North 
Africa Regional Growth 
Fund, which is currently 
raising capital, expects to 
raise up to USS250 million 


from U.S. and European pri- 
vate investors. OPIC will be 
providing an investment 
guarantee to support the 
effort. 

Jordan is the last stop for 
the investment mission, 
which visited the occupied 
territories and Israel earlier 
in the week. 

During its visir in Jordan, 
the delegation will meet 
with His Royal Highness 
Crown Prince Hasson, Min- 
ister of Industry and Trade 
Ali Abul Ragheb and Jor- 
danian businesspersons. 


Waste processing project to include 
tyre recycling, garbage separation 


AMMAN (Petra) — ed. said Dr. Zaki. 

Amman Municipality has Plans for implementing 
plans to build a plant for the project were set only 

processing waste and is after a feasibility study for 

seeking funds from interna- the plant proved viable. Dr. 
tional agencies to finance Zaki said, 

the project, according to 

Hussein Zaki, assistant to According to Dr. Zaki. the 
the mayor of Amman for projected plant will treat 
health affairs. 2.000 tonnes of waste daily, 

■ In a statement Saturday, as well as produce . 600 
Dr. Zaki said that the JD 20 tonnes of organic material to 
million plant will be a~ - be used as fertilisers wluch 


nucleus for an overall plan 
to deal with all waste in the 
Kingdom. 

Work on the project should 
start in 1996 and be opera- 
tional by 1997. 

The municipality has 
invited the private sector to 
help execute the project, but 
a tender for its implementa- 
tion has not yet been award- 


are needed to enrich the soil, 
1 help' green' Jordan, and com- 
bat desertification. 

Fertilisation products will 
be sold at a nominal price 
not exceeding JD 6 a tonne, 
he added. 

The plant will also be able 
to separate iron, aluminium, 
glass, plastic and paper to be 
sold to Jordanian industries. 


Dr. Zaki disclosed that the 
municipality has undertaken 
a study for ridding the coun- 
try of waste tyres which are 
littered along the main roads 
and around towns. 

He said that the municipal- 
ity plans to recycle used 
tyres and use them to asphalt 
roads and for other purpos- 
es. 

The municipality is study- 
ing the .prospect of inydfving 
citizens ' in -the process of 
separating waste materials at 
home and at the commercial 
centres. 

There will be a trial plan 
applied in one • area of 
Amman in the first stage 
before application by other 
areas in the capital. Dr. Zaki 
said. 


Seminar seeks to outline 
poultry industry problems 


AMMAN (Petra) — The 
Ministry of Agriculture has 
prepared a long-term plan 
aimed at promoting the 
poultry industry, increasing 
production and dealing with 
poultry disease, said Min- 
istry Secretary General 
GhalebAbu Orabi Saturday. 

'Addressing the opening 
session of a two-week train- 
ing seminar on poultry dis- 
eases, Mr. Abu Orabi said 
that while Jordan is produc- 
ing table eggs in surplus of 
local market needs, produc- 
tion of poultry meat is still 
not entirely sufficient 

In 1994 Jordan's poultry 
production was estimated at 
94,000 tonnes, 2,000 less 
than the required amounts, 
while table egg production 
was 870 million eggs, 32 
million in surplus of local 
need. 

By comparison Jordan's 
production of red meat was 
' 16,000 tonnes, while the 
country's needs were esti- 
mated at 46,654 tonnes 
annually, said Mr. Abu 
Orabi. 

The poultry industry con- 
tributes substantially to the 
national economy, Mr. Abu 
Orabi said, with 2J38 poul- 
try farms producing poultry 
and 177 poultry farms for 
producing table eggs in the 
country. 

Mr. Abu Orabi said that 
according to the new plans, 
the ministry will regularly 
inspect these farms, provide 
guidance and assistance and 
will locate qualified staff as 
close as possible to these 
farms to deal more efficient- 
ly with production prob- 
lems. 

Organised by the Ministry 
of Agriculture in coopera- 
tion with the Arab Organisa- 
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Participants to the opening of a two-week training semi- 
nar on poultry industry problems listen to a speaker dis- 
cuss the production situation in Jordan (Petra photo) 


tion for Agricultural Devel- 
opment (AOAD) and the 
German Agency 'for Techni- 
cal Cooperation (GTZ), the 
seminar was attended by 25 
veterinarians, agricultural 
engineers anA&eqtaiittff 
from thr-mii WfSmBm 
departments as well as the 
private sector. 

AOAD Director General 
Abdul Hamid Kayed out- 
lined the organisation's 
plans for promoting the 
poultry industry of the Arab 


World and in ensuring food 
security. 

The " two-week seminar 
will also seek to train cadres 
on the subject of poultry, Mr. 
Kayed said. 

'"■& GTZ official attending 
the meeting outlined ihe 
assistance his agency has 
been providing to promote 
agricultural development in 
Jordan and estimated the 
assistance at a cost of about 
JD 703,000. . 
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Sri Lanka’s Tamil rebels send 
children into fight — army 


COLOMBO (R) — The Sri 
Lankan Armed Forces cele- 
brated their biggest victory 
over Tamil Tiger rebels 
Saturday and accused the 
guerrillas of sending young 
girls and boys to their deaths 
in the front line. 

More than 180 bodies of 
guerrillas had been recovered 
after the rebels launched an 
abortive raid on four north- 
eastern military bases Friday, 
a military spokesman said. 

State radio said many more 
bodies of rebels had been 
seen strewn along the beach 
near the fishing village of 
Kokilai in the Welioya area. 
It put the likely final death 
toll for the guerrillas — the 
Liberation Tigers of Tamil 
Eelam — at more than 300. 

Only one home guard and 
one soldier were killed in the 
raids, the military said. 
Eighteen soldiers were 
wounded. 

Tiger Radio, silent about 
the attack unti l Frid ay even- 
ing, said the LTTE bad lost 
50 cadres. 

Military spokesman Briga- 
dier Sarath Munasinghe said 
the troops were well pre- 
pared for the assault but he 
was appalled at the number 
of .children killed in the 
enemy front lines. 

"There were young girls 
and boys in large numbers,” 
he tola Reuters Saturday. 
'"There is no respect pf hu- 
man life ou their side. We 
can't sacrifice human lives 
like that.” 


State radio quoted Welioya 
area commander Brigadier 
Janaka Perera as describing 
the 12-hour battle as the 
greatest victory scored by die 
military since the begi nning 
of the war against the LTTE 
m 1983. 

Troops were conducting a 
huge clearing operation 
Saturday and handing over 
bodies to the International 
Committee of the Red Cross 
in the north-central town of 
Vavuniya. 

About 3,000 Tigers were 
involved in the attack on the 
military detachments at 
Kokilai, Janakapura, 
Jayasinghepura and Kokku- 
tuduvai, military sources 
said. 

Brig. Munasinghe said the 
armed forces, which had re- 
ceived intelligence of an im- 
pending attack, hoped for 
more successes like this but 
could not be complace nt. 

“It doesn’t mean the LTTE 
will refrain from more 
attacks." said Brig. Muna- 
singhe. who has been sta- 
tioned in the area and is 
familiar with the terrain. He 
described the battle as a 
“good lesson” for the LTTE. 

State radio said the Tiger 
dead included three women 
suicide bombers who ex- 
ploded in balls of fire when 
shot by the troops. 

The Tigers bad cut off elec- 
tricity to the Welioya army 
headquarters, but a back-up 
generator had switched on 
automatically and rebels 


were caught in the perimeter 
floodlights, it said. 

In a separate incident in 
the east, two soldiers were 
killed and eight wounded 
Saturday when Tigers attack- 
ed an army post guarding a 
.bridge southwest of Battica- 
loa. Brig. Munasinghe said. 
The LTTE suffered “heavy 
casualties,” he said. 

Tigers earlier attacked a 
joint police-army patrol 
south of Indigollewa in Anur- 
adhapura district (tilling one 
policeman and wounding 
four soi iders , be said. 

The LTTE is fighting for a 
homeland for Sri Lanka's 
minority Tamils in the north 
and east in a war that has cost 
more than 50,000 lives. 

Friday's attacks followed 
leaks to the press of Presi- 
dent Cbandrika Bandar- 
anaike Kumaratunga's peace 
package offering widespread 
devoluti on to Tamils. 

The LTTE was left out of 
the negotiating process after 
it scuppered a truce on April 
19 and resumed hostilities. 

The Tigers launched their 
raids Friday as the armed 
forces prepared to resume 
their Operation Leap For- 
ward offensive in the LTTE's 
Jaffna peninsula stronghold 
in the north. The military 
said it had captured 78 square 
kilometres of rebel territory. 

The Tigers launched their 
last major attack on the^army 
on Mandaithivu bland of 
Jaffna on Jane 28, killing 
almost 100 soldiers in what 


Japan’s Takemura to stay party chief 


TOKYO (R) — Finance 
Minister Magayoshi Take- 
mura withdrew his resigna- 
tion as leader of the smallest 
party in Japan's government 
Saturday, ending a political 
crisis in the ruling coalition. 

Mr. Takemura, who res- 
igned Friday as head of the 
Sakigake Party because of an 
electoral setback, kept party 
officials guessing for almost 
24 hours before needing their 
pleas to remain as party lead- 
er. 

“Takemura has agreed to 
stay head x#, the party,” a 
relieved Sakigake.; Party depu- 
ty .leader Shusei -Tanaka told - 
reporters. _ _ .. . 

“I feel responsible for 
weakening the party. But I 
have derided to abide by the 


party’s decision," a stern - 
looking Takemura told re- 
porters. “Let’s make a fresh 
start this time." 

Mr. Tanaka said there was 
no question that Mr. Take- 
mura, who has guided 
Japan's economy for the past 
13 months, would remain fi- 
nance minister. Mr. Take- 
mura never resigned that 
post. 

However, Mr. Takemura, 
who resigned because of the 
party's poor showing in last 
Sunday's upper house elec- 
tions,- did not flinch- from 
putting his performance as . 
finance -minister under the 
microscope. 

“AH of those concerned, 
including myself, must darify 
responsibility.” Mr. Take- 


mura said of a scandal involv- 
ing a senior bureaucrat in the 
finance Ministry. 

The bureaucrat was dismis- 
sed for questionable business 
links that the ministry said 
betrayed public trust. 

Mr. Takemura ’s resigna- 
tion was sparked by the poor 
showing in the House of 
Councillors election of not 
only Sakigake but also the 
other two ruling parties, the 
Libera] Democratic Party 
(LDP) and Prime Minister 
Tomiichi Murayamas Social- 
ists.' „ 

Sakigake- won. three -stats, 
half tfae-'namber it ’wanted, 
and the ruling bloc ended 
seven short of its target of -75 
seats. 


4 killed in Zaire democracy protest 


KINSHASA (R) — Up to 
four people were killed in 
Zaire’s capital Kinshasa 
Saturday when security 
forces opened fire on a demo- 
cracy protest, witnesses and 
marchers said. 

Police confirmed that one 
paramilitary gendarme had 
been killed but had no com- 
ment on a suggestion from a 
spokesman for the marchers 
that three of the demonstra- 
tors had also been shot dead 
and many wounded. 

The march on parliament 


was organised by supporters 
of the Palu party of mur- 
dered post-independence 
Prime Minister Patrice 
Lumumba to protest against 
the extension of Zaire’s 
democratic transition for a 
further two' years. 

“We were surprised to see 
the security forces in front of 
the (National Assembly) 
palace. They fired on the 
crowd. Three people were 
• killed in the crowd and they 
also shot one of their own.” 
Palu Party spokesman 


Gatembo Emmanuel told 
Reuters. “There were a lot of 
wounded as well,” he said. 

Witnesses put the number 
taking part in the protest at 
up to 2,000 people. 

Some said Palu Party lead-- 
er and veteran opposition, 
activist Antoine Gizenga had 
been arrested. 

Security forces sealed off 
the parliament building after 
the incident. They also man- 
handled journalists and brief- 
ly detained them for ques- 
tioning. 


Suu Kyi declines UNESCO job offer 


RANGOON (Agencies) — 
Burmese opposition leader 
Aung San Suu Kyi denied 
Saturday that she had 
accepted a post of UNESCO 
special advisor on democracy 
and human rights, saying her 
obligations here did not allow 
her to work overseas for the 
time being. 

Aung San Suu Kyi refuted 
reports that she had accepted 
in principle on July 20 the 
offer to be special advisor to 
Director General Frederico 
Mayor of the United Nations" 
Educational. Scientific and 
Cultural Organisation (UN- 
ESCO). 

“My obligation here would 
not permit me to take up 
work outside Burma (now 
officially known as Myan- 
mar) at this time,” she said. 

Making a brief public 
appearance Saturday to greet 
well-wishers who gathered in 
front of her compound, Mrs. 
Suu Kyi said she would also 
decline invitations to travel 
abroad. 

“My work is here and I 
have no plans to travel.” she 
said during a press confer- 
ence Friday, when asked if 
she planned to travel either 
inside or outside the country. 

Mrs. Suu Kyi, the 1991 
Nobel Peace laureate who 
was recently freed after six 
years under house arrest, has 
pledged to continue to work 
for democracy in her home- 
land. 

A copy of her letter to 
UNESCO is expected to be 
issued Sunday. 

Mrs. Suu Kyi has had her 
first meeting with a senior 
member of the military gov- 


ernment since her July 10 
release from house arrest, 
reporters said Friday. 

The news prompted spe- 
culation that the government 
may agree to hold talks on 
national reconciliation, as 
Mrs. Suu Kyi has urged. 

Col. Kyaw Win. the deputy 
chief of military intelligence, 

. was seen by reporters enter- 
ing and leaving Mrs. Suu 
Kyi’s University Avenue 
home in his car Thursday. It 
was Col. Kyaw Win who deli- 
_vered news of the govern- 
ment’s unconditional release 
of Mrs. Suu Kyi to the Nobel 
Peace Prize winner on July 
10 . 

At a news conference Fri- 
day she refused to say what 
was discussed with the intelli- 
gence officer. 

“You must ask whomever 
told you about the meeting.” 
she jokingly told reporters. 

Observers believe Col. 
Kyaw Win’s visit was to con- 
vey a message from either his 
immediate superior. Genera! 
Khin Nyunt. or from General 
Than Shwe. They are the 
co-leaders of the govern- 
ment. 

Mrs. Suu Kyi has been 
urging dialogue and has 
pledged to continue her cam- 
paign for democracy, while 
urging supporters to be disci- 
plined and patient. 

“I would like my suppor- 
ters not to expect too much 
too soon,” she said after the ' 
release. “We still have a long 
way to go." 

She has also made concilia- 
tory statements towards the 
military, and insisted that ev- 
erything is open to negotia- 
tions. 


. Mrs. Suu Kyi had earlier 
refused to comment about 
her two previous meetings 
with leaders of the military 
government while she was 
still under house arrest, 
saying she wanted to “avoid 
misunderstanding. " 

In a statement received 
Friday in Bangkok. Burma's 
government-in-exile said it 
supports Mrs. Suu Kyi's call 
for dialogue with the Ran- 
goon government. 

The exiled government, 
—which met last week in 
Sweden, consists of members 
• of the National Assembly 
who were elected in 1990 but 
not allowed by the military to 
take power. * 

The exiled government 
asked the U.N. secretary- 
general to implement a 1994 
U.N. General Assembly re- 
solution requesting his assist- 
ance in Burmese reconcilia- 
tion efforts. Representatives 
of the U.N. chief have held 
talks with the Rangoon gov- 
ernment. but the General 
Assembly resolution sought 
expanded efforts. 

General Assembly resolu- 
tions are only recommenda- 
tions. 

The exile government was 
formed in 1990 3long the 
Burmese border with Thai- 
land. where thousands of 
activists sought haven from 
government persecution. It 
was dissolved and a new 
cabinet lineup selected at the 
Sweden meeting so it could 
more effectively support Mrs. 
Suu Kyi’s initiatives, the 
statement said. 

Sein Win, a cousin of Mrs, 
Suu Kyi. was reelected prime 
minister. 


was described as a great milit- 
ary success. 

Meanwhile, an American 
arrested for alleged links with 
Tamil separatists was de- 
ported Friday. 

Kenneth Mulder, 26, from 
the state of Michigan, bad 
worked with the National 
Christian Council in Col- 
ombo, a group of churches 
providing relief to areas hit 
by the fighting between the 
military and Tamil Tiger re- 
bels in Sri Lanka's 12-year 
civil war. 

Mr. Mulder was arrested 
on July 21 by the military 
while trying to enter a rebel- 
held area m the north. 

“Mulder was put aboard an 
Airlanka flight to Zurich in 
the early hours of this morn- 
ing,” said J.A. Ariyasena, 
the head of the Department 
of Immigration. He was ex- 
pected to take an American 
Airlines flight from Zurich to 
New York. 

“In the interest of good 
relations with the United 
States, we decided to expel 
him rather than prosecute 
him,” said U.N. Kota- 
kadeniya, deputy inspect- 
geoeral of police. 

Mr. Mulder arrived in Sri 
Lanka four months ago. Af- 
ter an earlier visit to rebel- 
held areas this month. Mr. 
Mulder put up a poster in his 
Colombo office criticising 
President Chandrika Kumar- 
atunga’s fund-raising cam- 
paign to finance the war 
against Tamil Tigers. 

woman 
who killed 
sons spared 
death 

UNION, South Carolina (R) 

1 — The Susan Smith murder 
case, once used in Republi- 
can election rhetoric as' a 
symbol of America's moral 
decline, ended with a Bible 
reading and a unanimous jury 
vote for mercy. 

After two- weeks of evi- 
dence and testirrtorfy, a panel - 
of nine men and three women 
Friday rejected the prosecu- 
tion's argument that the 23- 
year-old mother should be 
executed for drowning her 
two little boys. 

Circuit Judge William Ho- 
ward pronounced the jury's 
sentence of life imprisonment 
without, the. possibility of 
parole for 30 years as thunder 
from a passing storm rumbled 
above the Ltaion County 
Courthouse. 

“There’s no good outcome 
to this case,” Defence Attor- 
ney David Brack told re- 
portes after asking jurors to 
opt for mercy in the form of a 
life sentence. “This case was 
an awful human tragedy.” 

The saga burst into the 
national spotlight on Oct. 25. 
when Ms. Smith told police 
that three-year-old Michael 
and 10-monrh-old Alex had 
been abducted by a black 
carjacker. Authorities 
mounted a nine-day nation- 
wide manhunt for the boys, 
aided by the mother's tele- 
vised pleas for their safety. 

But on Nov. 3. Ms. smith 
confessed to rolling her Maz- 
da Protege into a nearby lake 
with the toddlers still strap- 
ped into their safety seats. 



Peruvian President Alberto Fujimori (right) Paraguayan President Juan Carlos Wasmosy 
waves after being sworn in for his second term (AFP photo) , 
as president of Peru. He is accompanied by 

Fujimori inaugurated to 2nd term 


LIMA (AP) — President 
Alberto Fujimori, credited 
with crippling a guerrilla in- 
surgency during his first 
term, was sworn-in for five 
more years Friday amid 
heavy security — a reminder 
the rebels were still a threat. 

Mr. Fujimori received the 
red-and-white presidential 
sash from Martha Chavez, 
president of Congress, as 
nine Latin American presi- 
dents and other dignitaries 
looked pn. 

Looking somber, he called 
for a minute of silence to 
remember those killed in 
fighting the Shining Path 
guerrillas. 

The bespectacled Fu- 
jimori. an obscure former 
college dean and mathema- 
tics professor before his sur- 


prise election in 1990. said he 
. was taking the oath in the 
name of “the men and 
women of this country who 
have given their lives to make 
it great.” 

“Violence and death... 
have lashed our country for 
many years, leaving pain, 
hatred, fear in all of Peru's 
homes. 30.000 dead, 
thousands wounded and 
mutilated, 100,000 orphans 
and 600,000 refugees.” he 
said. 

“That night is remaining 
behind and we are beginning 
to see the dawn of better, 
days.” 

Mr. Fujimori, who turned 
57 Friday, has received praise 
for battling Insurgents, 
slashing runaway inflation 
and attracting foreign inves- 
tors to resuscitate Peru’s 


moribund economy. 

But in a clear sign that the 
Maoist guerrilla movement is 
not dead, the inauguration 
ceremonies took place under 
the heaviest security seen in 
Lima since Mr. Fujimori 
closed Congress and the 
courts in 1992. arguing the 
step was necessary to halt the 
rebels' advance. 

On Thursday, authorities 
closed off 100 blocks in down- 
town Lima to vehicle traffic 
and were controlling even 
pedestrian access to the his- 
toric Plaza De Armas where 
the government palace and 
Congress are located. 

Barricades manned by 
police with automatic 
weapons blocked the streets 
leading into Lima's down- 
town. 


Clinton tells Yeltsin NATO set 
for ‘decisive’ action in Bosnia 


WASHINGTON (AP) — 
One day after Moscow criti- 
cised NATO's threat of air- 
strikes in Bosnia, President 
Bill Clinton told Russian 
President Boris Yeltsin Fri- 
day that Western allies were 
“resolved to take decisive ac- 
tion” if Serb aggression con- 
tinues. 

.. Mr. Clinton and Mr. Yelt- 
sin spoke by telephone, for 45 
minutes, their first conversa- 
tion since the Russian leader 
was hospitalised with heart 
problems earlier this month. 

Witfaio^the group of na- 
tions trying to fold a resolu- 
tion to the Bosnian crisis, 
Russia has been the most 
supporting of the Serb view- 
point and has consistently 
opposed military action 
against the Bosnian Serbs. 

Russia’s Foreign Ministry 
Thursday criticised both the 
U.S. Senate vote to break the 
international arms embargo 
on Bosnia and the threatened 
aiistrikes. 

White House Press Secret- 
ary Mike McCurry said the 
two leaders discussed “the 
role that air power can and 
cannot play," but he declined 
to characterise Mr. Yeltsin’s 
position on airstrikes. 

He said Mr. Clinton told 
Mr. Yeltsin that if the Serb 
attacks continue, “NATO 
was resolved to take decisive 
action.” 

“The presidents agreed 
that a lasting resolution to the 
crisis can only be achieved 
through a political process,” 
Mr. McCurry said. “For this 
to happen, it is essentia! that 
the Bosnian Serbs end their 
threats to the U.N.- 


established safe areas.” 

Top administration offi- 
cials, starting with Mr. Clin- 
ton, strongly denied a pub- 
lished report suggesting foe 
United States was helping 
other nations supply arms to 
the Bosnian Muslims in viola- 
tion of the U.N. embargo. 

Asked if that was bappen- 
i ing, the president replied, 

I “ftOv” •- • 

Secretary of State Warren' 
Christopher told the National 
Press Club that “the United 
States is not, underline not, 
covertly supplying arms or 
supporting the supply of aims 
to the Bosnian government.” 

He noted that as a result of 
congressional action the Un- 
ited States has stopped parti- 
cipating in the enforcement 
of the arms embargo, 
although it still observes it. 

Mr. McCurry said it was 
possible that arms of U.S. 
origin had reached the Bos- 
nian Muslims, but stressed 
that “if that had happened, it 
would have been done with- 
out permission from the Un- 
ited States government and in 
violation of existing agree- 
ments that we have with 
those countries to whom we 
transfer U.S. military equip- 
ment." 

He insisted there were no 
“winks and nods” giving tacit 
approval for such conduct. 

NATO agreed this week to 
a plan for intensive airstrikes 
to protect Gorazde after the 
fall of Srebrenica and Zepa, 
other enclaves in eastern 
Bosnia. 

Since then attention has 
turned to Bihac and the capit- 
al of Sarajevo, which- were 


not included in that NATO 
resolution. 

Defence Secretary William 
Perry said the plan for de- 
fence of Gorazde envisioned 
the use of massive air power 
and that planning was under 
way to determine if it also 
could be applied to the other 
safe areas. 

“NATO has about 300 air- 
craft -already committed to 
the Operation between what 
they 1 have based in Italy and 
based in the carrier in the 
Adriatic,” said Mr. Perry, 
noting that about half those 
planes are American. 

Mr. Perry said the useful- 
ness of air power for Bihac 
and Sarajevo was less dear- 
cut than in the case of 
Gorazde. . 

. Bosnian Minister Haris 
Sfiajdzic, who met with mem- 
bers of the House Interna- 
tional Relations Committee 
Friday, praised the Senate 
vote to lift the arms embargo 
against his country. 

“I always believed that the 
American people never lost a 
sense of the underdog, sym- 
pathy for the weaker and the 
attacked.” he said. 

Meanwhile, a top aid to 
Mr. Yeltsin said Friday the 
U.S. Senate’s vote to lift the 
arms embargo on Bosnian 
Muslims wifl encourage Rus- 
sia’s ultra-nationalists who 
are expected to call a special 
parliamentary session on the 
issue. 

“Hawks in the Duma (par- 
liament), particularly Zhir- 
inovsky love to talk about 
this aims embargo," Georgi 
. Satarov told the National 
Press Club. 


Wilson brings race debate to 

LOS ANGELES (AFP) — fid," said Ling Chi Wang, a 
Plumbing deep-seated emo- professor of Asian American 
tions. Governor Pete Wilson Studies at the University of 


U.S. campaign forefront 


LOS ANGELES (AFP) — 
Plumbing deep-seated emo- 
tions, Governor Pete Wilson 
has pushed the country into a 
national race debate that 
could divide or coalesce 
minorities. 

Mr. Wilson tapped white 
discontent over job losses 
and a welfare system 
burgeoning with minorities 
by supporting an end to race- 
based preferences in universi- 
ty admissions and a bait to 
illegal immigration. 

- “He’s running for the 
White House, which he will 
not get.” vowed the Re- 
verend Jesse Jackson, a black 
leader with presidential 
ambitions of his own. who 
launched a recall campaign to 
remove Mr. Wilson from 
office. 

Nowhere in the country are 
ethnic divisions more appa- 
rent than in California with 
some five million immigrants 
expected to pour into the 
most populous state in the 
country over the next five 
years, most of them Asian 
and Hispanic while a growing 
number of whites are leaving 
the state. 

“California politicians 
have always found that ex- 
ploiting racist sentiments 
among voters is very success- 


Studies at the University of 
California at Berkley. 

White discontent — home 
to the rightwing of the Re- 
publican Party — has become 
Mr. Wilson’s wellspring of 
support in his long-shot bid 
for the presidency, but it is no 
longer his territory alone. 

Senate majority leader and 
presidential candidate Bob 
Dole, of Kansas, eager to 
keep a grip on that voter 
bloc, has suggested eliminat- 
ing affirmative action on a 
national scale for jobs and 
contracts. 

President Bill Clinton — 
despite political peril — has 
vowed to stand up to efforts 
to eliminate a cornerstone of 
the efforts by the civil rights 
movement to expand oppor- 
tunities to minorities, parti- 
cularly blacks. 

“President Clinton reads 
the polls as well as his Repub- 
lican opponents,” said Rev, 
Jackson who has been trying 
to rally a coalition of minor- 
ities to stand up to efforts to 
eliminate affirmative action. 

“He knows how potent 
race-baiting politics can be. 
Standing on principle may 
cost him votes, particularly in 
California, a state he must 


carry to win re-election in 
1996. But he did it anyway.” 

Rev. Jackson is trying to 
get the necessary 600,000 reg- 
istered voters to sign peti- 
tions by Aug. 28 — tbe 
anniversary of civil rights 
leader Martin Luther King’s 
march on 1963 Washington 
— to recall the governor. 

It was Rev. Jackson's first 
shot over the bow of Mr. 
Wilson’s campaign since last 
week's showdown on the 
University of California (UC) 
at Berkley where Mr. Wilson 
announced tbe abolition of 
race-based preferences in 
admissions and hiring. 

'Hie UC decision could pit 
Asians, whites, Latinos and 
Hisponics against each other 
in vying for admissions into 
the prestigious university, 
though some observers say it 
could also have the opposite 
effect. 

After the Board of Re- 
gents, packed with Mr. Wil- 
son appointees including 
minorities, announced its de- 
cision last week, student de- 
monstrations broke out with 
blacks, whites, Asians and 
Latinos joining hands in pro- 
test. 

"This age-old policy of ... 
trying to create racial animos- 
ity will backfire. Absolute- 


ly," said sociology Professor 
Walter Allen of the Universi- 
ty of California at Los 
Angeles. 

"The gratifying part of this 

is that instead of creating 
wedges, many members of 
the Latino, Asian, white and 
black communities have been 
forming coalitions,” he said. 

Prof. Allen said that the 
series of blows to immigrants 
and minorities is making peo- 
ple more politically active 
and voter registration drives 
are underway. 

But Wang is skepticaL ab- 
out whether these drives will 
ultimately have an effect at 
the polls. 

In San Francisco, fully one- 
third of the population is 
Aswn but only Hiper cent of 
the eligible Asian voters 
actually go to the polls," Mr. 
Wang said. 

Eventually, Mr. Wang 
says, minorities will make 
gains as more whites leave 
California for other Western 
states like Oregon, Colorado, 
Arizona and New Mexico. 

Politicians like Mr. Wilson 
Prof. Wang said, are “incit- 
ing racial conflict as a way to 
retain control. And they are 
going to continue to exploit 
that and get what they can 
before they migrate out.” 


Schwarzenegger 
wins lawsuit 

LOS ANGELES (AFP) — 
Actor Arnold Schwarzeneg- 
ger has won a legal armwres*- 
tie with French magazine 
Void for reporting that-te 
had been a client of Heidi _ - 
Fleiss, the Hollywood 
madam convicted of pander- 
ing The former Mister Um- 
vejse did not disclose the 
amount of the judgement 
against Void publisher Pns- 
maPresse, but said in a state- 
ment that he would donate 
the money to the Special 
Olympics. The lawsuit cen- 
tred on an April 1994 Void 
article quoting a Fleiss em- 
ployee who said Schwar- 
zenegger had hired one of foe 
madam’s prostitutes. Tbe 
magazine refused to retract 
the statement at Schwar- 
zenegger's request, his 
lawyer said. “When publica- 
tions and tabloids print those 
statements about me," foe 
millionaire actor said, “I in- 
tend to take swift action to 
protect my good reputation 
that I have established.” 
Fleiss, 29, who has already 
been convicted of pandering 
in a California court, is now 
being tried on charges that 
she hid money earned .from 
her call-girl service in bank 
accounts belonging to her sis- 
ter and father. She faces up 
toJO months in prison during 
her sentenring in September. 

Old lady jailed * 
for feeding 
the pigeons 

LONDON (AFP) — A 
woman of 68 spent five days’ 
in prison for ignoring a; 
judge's order not to feed the. * 
pigeons. Neighbours and the 
local council had complained, 
that Jean Knowlson fed the 
birds entire bags of bread- 
crumbs in her garden iti 
Croydon, on the outskirts of 
south London. Ms. Knowl- 
son, who friends say is slight-- 
ly mentally unstable, used to: 
attract hundreds of pigeons' 

, whose droppings made the* 
area dirty. A judge ordered' 
her to' stop and gave her' 
several warnings before jail-' 

I - ing her. Sentenced to 28 days- 

I Monday, she was freed Fri- 
day after “humbly" apologs- 1 
mg to foe judge and prootis- 1 
ing not to reoffend. - \ - 

Michael Jacksoiv 
video gets a 
touch-up * 

LOS ANGELES (AFP)— A2- 
new Michael Jackson video- 
showing the singer nude was- 
doctoral before being aired- 
to remove a flash of his pri- r 
vates, two west coast pubnea- 
tions reported Friday. Angel* 
wings were added at the timet, 
using a costly computer 
cess. Daily Variety and the' 
Los Angeles Times said.- 
“Jacko Gains Wing, Loses 7 
Ding,” was the headline in 
Variety. Unidentified sources 
told Variety the compute- 
rised video alterations cost 
millions of dollars. 

Waterworid opens* 
to mixed reviews - 

LOS ANGELES (R) — 
Waterworid, the most expen- ' 
rive movie in Hollywood his- 
tory, opened Friday to mixed 
reviews with some critics.- 
praising the film’s special, 
sffects while others called the' 
Futuristic thriller a dud. The - 
S200 million epic, whichV. 
Dpened in U.S. theatres, hast 
ittracted an incredible/ 
i mount of attention, largely’ 
recause of its extraordinary " 
nice tag and reports of bide- . 
iring behind the scenes be- 
ween foe film’s star, Kevin’ 
-ostner, and director Kevin . 
xeynokls. In a lukewarm ire- ’ 
*w, the New York Times / 
ailed it a “big, brawny epic”- - 
nar “goes slack between M 
f, 0 " 1 * and explosion." The ' 
Vail Street Journal was less „ 
orgiving, calling the film a' 
disappointment of minor r " 
^Portions,” while Chicago 
nbune film critic Gene Sis- 
e J it "boring and- 

.Chicago Sun Times 
nnc Ebert said the movie, • 
mich depicts life in a future ‘ 
ge when the polar ice caps^- 
ave melted and covered the*' 
•arth with water, misses io> 
laces where it could have 1 " 
een interesting. "I would . 

ave welcomed more of those * ' 
Mails about the global float-’- 
ig^ culture.” he said in his* : 
rview. “But like so mai.y.4 
aence fiction movies, tbSs*’' 

f th * genre- Instead of-„ 

icnce and speculation, we" 

en« “°c ° f Vi ° ,cnt action - 
enes. Some critics offered ’ 

ore positive reviews. USA'-! 

ri a L 8avc Waterworid:- ■ 
ree stars out of a possible '* 

“ r '“!» ngi t has themafc- / 
8 s °. f ® cult favourite. The 1 
wem further,.; 
SSJ* a yKionary, action- 

jnn-mrif P 'r Aquatic £ 
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Cho Nam-Ho (shirtiess), chief of the Socho district of Seoul, 
runs from a mob of family members of the victims of last 
mouth's department store collapse as they vent their rage at 
Mr. Cbo for not staying for the full memorial service for the 


victims of the collapse in Seoul. Mr. Cho was punched, 
kicked and struck by various objects as about 20 victim's 
family members beat on him. His present condition is 
unknown (Reuter photo) 


Official assaulted over S. Korean store collapse 


SEOUL fR) — A senior city 
official was assaulted by 
angry relatives Saturday 
when he attended a memorial 
service for victims of last 
month’s Seoul department 
store collapse which killed at 
least 458 people, people, wit- 
nesses said. 

Cho Nam-Ho, chief admi- 
nistrator of Seoul’s Socho dis- 


trict. an upmarket presiden- 
tial area where the store is 
located, was kicked and pun- 
ched by dozens of relatives 
when he was about to leave to 
memorial hall after attending 
the service. 

“Cho managed to escape 
from the hail after about 10 
minutes and received treat- 


ment for bruises at hospital,” 
one witness said. 

The official death toll from 
the collapse of Sampoong 
Department Store was 458 
Saturday, with 93 stilt listed 
missing. 

Search operations have 
been suspended at the site 
while officials search for 
bodies that might be in the 


tonnes of rubble from the 
store dumped on the out- 
skins of Seoul. 

The collapse was.the latest 
of a string of man-made disas- 
ters in recent years which 
have raised questions about 
safety standards and embar- 
rassed the government of 
President Kim Young-Sam. 


Spaniards doubt Gonzalez on GAL 


MADRID (R) — Most Spa- 
niards are not convinced 
Prime Minister Felipe Gon- 
zalez was telling parliament 
the truth when he said he was 
unaware of the creation of 
anti- ETA death squads, a 
poll said Saturday. 

The poll, published by El 
Mundo newspaper, found 63 
per cent believed he knew 
about the anti-terrorist Li- 
beration Groups (GAL) and 
59 per cent thought he should 

Mr. Gonzalez appeared in 
parliament Thursday in re-l 
sponse to claims by a former 
Socialist leader in the Basque 
country, Ricardo Garcia 
Damborenea. that he had 


known about the GAL. 

The prime minister has 
said he will take legal action 
against Mr. • Garcia Dam- 
borenea for these allegations 
but the judge investigating 
the GAL case, Baltasar Gar- 
zon, Friday referred the case 

• to the Supreme Court. 

GAL killed 27 people in all 
during the 1980s in a series of 
undercover operations 
against ETA (Basque Home- 
land and^Fteedom). 

t /,7h&; gpvejnment . issued, a . 

1 statement late Friday deplor- 

* mg- that the contents of* Mr. 
Garzon’s report to the Sup- 
reme Court, which is sub 
judice, should have been 
leaked to -the media. 


“The government wishes 
to express its surprise that 
confidential information 
should have been immediate- 
ly reproduced in the media,” 
it said.* 

“It is intolerable, contrary 
to the rights of defence and 
incompatible with legal 
norms, that none of those 
implicated has had access to 
this resolution,” it added. 

The statement said alleged 
involvement of Mr., Gor^. 
zalez, former Deputy Prime" 
Minister Narris Serra, former 
Interior Minister Jose Bar- 
rionuevo and top Socialist 
Party official Jose Maria Be- 
negas in a GAL kidnapping 
was “absolutely false." 


Italy’s Bossi probed over remarks 


&ANTUA, Italy (R) — 
Magistrates said Saturday 
they had opened an investiga- 
tion into Umberto Bossi, the 
fiery leader of Italy's fede'ral- 
ised Northern League, after 
reports that he hud made 
secessionist remarks. 

Giulio Tamburini, deputy 
prosecutor in the northern 
city of Mantua, confirmed 
that Mr. Bossi was being 
probed for the possible crime 
of “threatening the integrity, 
independence of unity of the 
state." 

Mr. Bossi told reporters: 


"I knew about it (the inves- 
tigation) and 1 am not in- 
terested. Let him (the pro- 
secutor) do his job and I’ll do 
mine." 

The politician was widely 
quoted last Tuesday as thre- 
atening to form an indepen- 
dent Northern Republic, with 
a possible parliament in Man- 
tua, unless Italy's constitu- 
tion were changed to usher in 
the federalist republic his 
party wants. 

President Oscar Luisi Scal- 
faro said Mr. Bossi bad gone 


too far. 

“Threatening actions not 
envisaged under the constitu- 
tion, in the event that one's 
own arguments are failing, is. 
illegitimate as well as being 
undemocratic,’* Mr. Scalfaro 
said. 

The northern League was 
part of the government of 
former Prime Minister Silvio 
Berlusconi until Mr. Bossi 
withdrew his support in De- 
cember, causing the centre- 
right coalition to collapse af- 
ter just seven months in 
office. 


Dublin frees 12 IRA prisoners 


DUBLIN (Agencies) — 
Twelve IRA prisoners were 
released early from jail Satur- 
day as part ofthe Dublin gov- 
ernment’s effort to edge for- 
ward the delicate process of 
bringing permanent peace to 
Northern Ireland. 

The 12 — all serving sent- 
ences for armed robbery or 
arms possession and mostly 
due to leave jail within the 
next two years — were 
greeted outside the prison 
south of Dublin by small 
groups of family and suppor- 
ters. 

Saturday’s releases 
brought to 33 the number of 
Irish Republican Army 
(IRA) prisoners set free by 
Dublin since extremist Re- 
publican and Protestant Gun- 
men declared ceasefires in 
the war over British rule of 
Northern Ireland almost a 
year ago. 

The British government 
has been much more cautious 
in its approach but Ireland's 
justice minister made dear 
she hoped Britain would fol- 
low suit. 

“The issue of prisoners, 
along with . a number of 
others, is sensitive to the 
peace process and its con- 
solidation ,** Justice Minister 
Nora Owen! said in a state- 
ment. 

“I have no doubt that the 
British government will take 
a close examination and will 
watch carefully how matters 
* 7 ill progress with' regard to 
prisoners in the coming 

weeks.” . , ‘ 

Britain has rejected calls 

for an amnesty for former 
. guerrillas on both sides but 


agreed this week to transfer 
three IRA prisoners from 
England to jails in Northern 
Ireland where they will be 
nearer their families. 

London is concentrating its 
efforts on insisting rhe IRA 
surrenders all its weapons be- 
fore all-party talks can start 
to hammer out a future for 
the region. 

The Dulbin releases 
angered Protestants in North- 
ern Ireland and some British 
Conservative members of 
parliament. 

MP Andrew Hunter told 
BBC RAdio: “I don't believe 
the fact of the casefire re- 
motely ameliorates or miti- 
gates The callous crimes these 
terrorists commirted. 

“The trouble with the ac- 
tion Dublin is raking is it is 
going to be counter- 
productive, it threatens to 
undermine the peace pro- 
cess," said hunter who sits on 
a parliamentary committee 
for Northern Ireland. 

Meanwile the secrecy sur- 
rounding talks between the 
British government and Sinn 
Fein on the future of North- 
ern Ireland undermines the 
peace process. Church of Ire- 
land primate Robin Eames 
said Saturday. 

“We want to know as a 
people exactly the pace at 
which the peace process is 
going on,” he told BBC 
Radio Ulster. “We have the 
right, I believe, to know ex- 
actly what the options are.” 

In a reference to recent 
meetings between Ulster 
Secretary. Sir Patrick Mayhew 
and Sinn Fein President Ger- 
ry Adams, he said such 
covert dicussions undermined 


public confidence. 

"There are moments when 
in fact diplomacy and dia- 
logue will demand degrees of 
secretary, but I believe the 
situation in which we are, 
there is a dreadful need — a 
desperate need — for people 
to know more about what is 
being done and why it is 
being done." 

The archbishop also called 
on all paramilitary groups to 
begin decommissioning 
weapons. 

He said people had rold 
him that until the arms issue 
was settled, they would find it 
difficult to accept the verbal 
assurances of former para- 
militaries. 

But he acknowleged that 
progress had been made on 
the issues of releasing prison- 
ers and negotiations. 

Britain Friday lifted a 10- 
year ban on stare funds for 
.community groups suspected 
of channeling aid to armed 
groups in northern Ireland. 

The announcement by Sir 
Patrick, after nearly T2 
months of a truce by the IRA 
and Protestant gunmen, coin- 
cided with the European Un- 
ion’s announcement of an Ir- 
ish aid package. 

The EU will give £351 mil- 
lion ($562 million) to help the 
British-ruled province and 
the five countries of the Irish 
Republic that border it. 

The money will be spent 
over three years to encourage 
investment, improve educa- 
tion and develop crossborder 
links between the mainlyu 
Protestant North and the 
overwhelmingly Catholic 
south, EU spokesman said. 


5 killed in 

Karachi 

violence 

KARACHI (AFP) — At 
least five people including the 
brother of a ruling Pakistan 
Peoples Party (PPP) council- 
lor were shot dead Saturday 
in this strife-tom Pakistani 
port city, police and hospital 
sources said. 

Two people were 'kitted' in 
sniper firing'iri the city's west- 
ern district, while the bullet- 
ridden body of another was 
found in Liaquatbad, a cen- 
tral district neighbourhood, 
police said. 

Two more, including the 
brother of a PPP councillor, 
were shot dead and three 
others were injured in the 
central district, in an attack 
by unidentified armed gun- 
men riding two motorcycles. 

The violence has decreased 
lately, amid a stepped-up 
crackdown by police and pa- 
ramilitary troopers and talks 
between the Pakistani gov- 
ernment and the opposition 
Mohajir Qaumi Movement 
(MQM). 

The last MQM- 
government meeting took 
place here Monday and 
another round is scheduled 
fpr july 31 in Islamabad. 

But, the head of MOM 
negotiating team, Ajmal De- 
Ihvi, said Saturday the party 
had not yet decided whether 
to go to the next round of 
talks, which would depend on 
the government’s response to 
MQM demands.. 

MQM is demanding that 
the Mohajir community be 
given a share of federal and 
provincial jobs, the holding 
of municipal electrons in 
Sind, of which Karachi is the 
capita], and dropping of cri- 
minal charges against parry 
leaders. 

The group is blamed by the 
government for much of the 
bloodshed in Karachi. But. it 
accuses the government of 
suppressing and victimising 
Mohajirs, who migrated to 
Pakistan from India after the 
1947 partition of the sub- 
continent. 

More than 2,000 people- 
have been killed here in poli- 
tical, religious and ethnic vio- 
lence since January 1994. 

Meanwhile, Pakistani 
Prime Minister Benazir Bhut- 
to Friday urged Britain to 
attest the opposition Mohajir 
Qaumi Movement leader 
Allaf Hussain, who is in exile 
in London. 

“When Allaf sits in Lon- 
don and he gives a call for a 
strike, and his militants... en- 
force that strike (and) kill 30 
innocent people a day, I 
think the British government 
has a moral responsibility to 
restrain him.” Ms. Bhutto 
said on BBC Television 
news. 

Speaking on the same 
programme Friday, Mr. Allaf 
blamed the Pakistani govern- 
ment for the ethnic Violence 
currently raging in Karachi, 
where more than 1,000 peo- 
ple have been killed since 
January. 


China seeks U.S. commitment 
to limit contacts with Taiwan 


BANDAR SERI BE- 
GAWAN (Agencies) — Chi- 
na Saturday demanded a 
U.S. vow to strictly limit con- 
tacts with Taiwan as the two 
powers prepared for a crucial 
meeting between Foreign 
Minister Qian Qichen and 
Secretary of State Warren 
Chrsiropher. 

Foreign Ministry spokes- 
man Shen Guofang said only 
a clear-cut American com- 
mitment to keep links with 
Taiwan unofficial could im- 
prove relations, which 
plunged after a U.S. visit by 
Taiwanese President Lee 
Teng Hui in June. 

Mr. Shen, interviewed on 
the sidelines of the Associa- 
tion of South East Asian Na- 
tions (ASEAN) annual meet- 
ing in the capital of Brunei, 
also said rhe arrest of a 
Chinese-American activist 
was not a. diplomatic issue. 

Mr. Qian and Mr. Christ- 
opher will attend an ASEAN 
security forum. Bilateral ties 
are at their lowest level since 
the 1989 massacre of pro- 
democracy protesters in Beij- 
ing. 

“The Taiwan issue is the 
central issue to be resolved. 

Asked if Beijing wanted a 
blanket ban on U.S. visits by 
Mr. Lee, he replied: “It is up 
to them to take the concrere 
actions. They know what rhe 
concrete actions should be.” 

But Mr. Christopher said 
in Washington Friday that 
the United States will not 
agree to a prohibition on 
future U.S. visits by the pres- 
ident of Taiwan, which China 
regards as a renegade pro- 
vince. 

Mr. Christopher is ex- 
pected to arrive here Monday 
as part of a major Asian visit 
culminating in the normalisa- 
tion of relations with 


Washington's old adversary 
Vietnam, which joined the 
ASEAN Friday, 

Mr. Shen said Washington 
“should make a commit- 
ment" that “Taiwan relations 
shall be strictly limited" to 
“non-government” contacts 
as specified under the three 
point communiques gov- 
erning Sino-U.S. relations. 

“If you stick to the joint 
communiques, bilateral rela- 
tions will be improved," he 
said, adding that failure to do 
so would worsen ties. 

Later at a news confer- 
ence. Mr. Shen said: “It is 
our hope that the United 
‘ States comes to realise the 
importance of the Sino-U.S. 
relationship." 

Washington should realise 
“the importance of adher- 
ence to the spirit and princi- 
ples of the three Sino-U.S. 
joint communiques." and 
should “take effective mea- 
sures in this regard." 

Mr. Lee, whose country 
has become an economic 
powerhouse with extensive 
investments overseas, has 
been raising Taiwan’s inter- 
national profile by making 
ostenisbly private visits to 
countries which officially rec- 
ognise only Beijing. 

The areest of a Chinese- 
American activist. Harry 
Wu. on espionage charges, 
trade disputes and reported 
Chinese missile sales to 
Pakistan also figure in the 
Sino-U.S. squabble. 

Mr. Shen said the arrest of 
Mr. Wu, who has allegedly 
confessed to fabricating 
videos about prison labour in 
China, was not a diplomatic 
issue. 

“We always maintained 
that it has nothing to do with 
China-U.S. relations,” he 
said in the interview. “It is up 


to the legal system." 

Mr. Shen conceded that it 
was not a purely internal 
Chinese affair “because he is 
an American citizen, but he 
violated Chinese law." 

Mr. Qian met Saturday 
with Russian Foreign Minis- 
ter Andrei Kozyrev who 
pledged that his country 
would abide by a "one Chi- 
na” policy. Mr. Shen said. 
The two ministers also agreed 
to step up the frequency of 
their contacts. 

The U.S.-China rift has 
worried Asian nations. 

Singapore Foreign Minis- 
ter S. Jayakumar. speaking at 
the opening of the annual 
ASEAN ministerial meeting, 
said the grouping “ cannot 
rest easy until this major bi- 
lateral relationship is re- 
paired and restored to a heal- 
thy state.” 

Jusuf Wanandi. chairman 
of Indonesia's Centre for 
Strategic and International 
Studies, told AFP that the 
Qian-Christopher meeting 
“will not be adequate ... to 
patch up everything. 

“But it is definitely going 
to come ro some kind of an 
understanding that the de- 
terioration of the relationship 
has already gone far enough, 
and that there must be an 
effon on both sides to patch 
up and to improve things 
again,” he said. 

He said one issue the meet- 
ing may take up is whether 
Chinese President Jiang 
Zemin would be invited by 
President Bill Clinton to visit 
Washington when the 
Chinese leader goes to the 
United Nations in New York 
this fall. 

Mr. Christopher Saturday 
embarks on his sixth and, 
arguably, most important trip 
to Asia. 


He is on a rescue mission 
to stabilise badly damaged 
relations with China. 

He also aims to finally 
close the book on Americas' 
bitter Indochina war legacy 
by beginning to craft a new 
relationship with Vietnam. 

The secretary makes an 
overnight stop in Hawaii be- 
fore arriving in Brunei Mon- 
day. 

After Brunei, Mr Christ- 
opher will become the first 
U.S. secretary of state to visit 
Cambodia in four decades 
and the first to visit Vietnam 
since U.S. troops were with- 
drawn from the country 22 
years ago in a humiliating 
military"defeai. 

After spending the first 
half of the year largely fo- 
cused on Europe,” Mr. 
Christopher looks toward 
Asia at what many officials 
consider a critical juncture 
for U.S. policy toward the 
region. 

“This region is now re- 
markably free of conflict." 
Mr. Christopher told the 
national Press Club Friday in 
a broad speech about U.S. 
Asia policy. 

“But while no major power 
views another power as an 
immediate military threat, 
there is a considerable danger 
that age-old rivalries coukfbe 
rekindled," he said. 

He also cited the "problem 
that the dynamic economic 
growth that is spurring in- 
tegration is at the same time 
creating new tensions, as 
there is a competition for 
resources and markets." 

In the speech. Mr. Christ- 
opher reasserted L?.S. deter- 
mination to remain a leader 
in Asia and outlined the Clin- 
ton administration's four-part 
strategy of involvement. 


Kashmir leaders reject India’s election plans 


SRINAGAR, India (R) — 
Kashmiri leaders have re- 
jected India's plans to hold 
elections in the strife-torn re- 
gion saying they were aimed 
more at impressing the West 
than finding a solution to its 
problems. 

“In June,' India extended 
New Delhi’s, direct rule over 
Jammu and Kashmir, the 
largely Hindu nation's only 
Muslim-majority state, 
saying it planned to hold elec- 
tions to start the democratic 
process afresh. 

Rebels have been waging a 
five-year rebellion against 
New Delhi and militancy in 
the state is rampant. Some 
militant groups want inde- 
pendence, others want to join 
neighbouring Pakistan, which 
disputes Kashmir. 

“The current crisis in 
Kashmir is a direct offspring 
of election, therefore elec- 
tions are not an answer to the 
problems,” Abdul Ghani, a 
senior leader of the separatist 
muiti-party Hurriyat (free- 
dom) Conference told Reu- 
ters. 

Armed rebellion broke out 
in Kashmir in 1990 after a 
steady build up of resentment 
against New Delhi's ruling 
Congress Party and the 
locally-popular National 
Conference, which formed an 
electoral alliance in 1987. 

Police and hospital sources 


say more than 20,000 people 
have been killed since vio- 
lence erupted in the state. 

India accuses Pakistan of 
fomenting separatism in 
Kashmir and aiding and abet- 
ting the militants. Islamabad 
. says it gives only moral and 
: diplomatic support. - 

"Elections are. a futile ex- 
ercise aimed more at impress- 
ing the West by telling them 
that democratic process has 
been started in the state,” 
Hurriyat President Mirwaiz 
Omar Farooq said. 

Plans to hold elections this 
month fell through after a 
Kashmir shrine at Cbarare-e- 
Sharief was burnt down In 
May. India accused militants 
of razing the shrine, but the 
guerrillas blamed the Indian 
army. 

Mr. Farooq said elections 
would be a futile exercise as 
India continued to shy away 
from the core issue - £ - that 
Kashmir is a region disputed 
between India and Pakistan. 

"There needs to be a 
change of heart. India first 
has to accept that Kashmiris 
have rebelled against its 
administration. The core 
issue has to be discussed," he 
said. 

“The 20,000 people who 
have died, have given their 
blood for a cause, not for 
elections,” Mr. Farooq said, 
adding that until India and 


Pakistan sorted out their dif- 
ferences over Kashmir and 
involved Kashmiris in their 
talks no solution could be 
found. 

The main oppositon Bhar- 
atiya Janata Party (BJP) 
opposes Prime Minister P. V. 
Narasimha Rao’s plans to 
hold elections, saying polls 
should not be held until the 
situation improves. 

Meanwhile, diplomats said 
they saw no quick break- 
through for five Western 
tourists held by shadowy mili- 
tants in Kashmir as a three- 
week-old hostage crisis 
showed no signs of easing 
Saturday. 

"This could go on for a 
while," one diplomat said. 

The previously unknown 
A1 Faran captured Britons 
Keith Mangan and Paul 
Wells, American ‘Donald 
Hutchings, German Dirk 
Hasert and Norwegian Hans 
Ostro while they were trek- 
king in India's northern state 
of Jammu and Kashmir. 

The American and two 
Britons were kidnapped on 
July 4, and the German and 
Norwegian on July 8. 

A1 Faran demanded that 
India release some 20 Kash- 
miri separatists from jail, but 
New Delhi has said it will not 
exchange militants for the 
hostages. 

The captors set a deadline 


of July 17, saying they could 
kill the hostages any time 
after that date. Since then 
they have set no new dead- 
line. 

“The Indian government is 
not going to release the pris- 
oners," one envoy said/ 
"This is something of a stale- 
mate and could go on for a 
while.” 

Indian authorities have had 
on-and-off contact with the 
captors, diplomats said. A1 
Faran, which had issued 
several statements, has not 
been heard from for nearly a 
week. 

Rugged Kashmir has had 
to grapple with four separate 
bomb blasts that killed 25 
people as well as torrential 
rain which has triggered 
flooding, killing nearly 50 
people in the past week. 

The deluge, which has 
brought down temperatures 
and made travel treacherous, 
has raised worries about the 
condition of the hostages, 
who in a message earlier this 
month said they were being 
made to move long distances 
to elude authorities. 

A1 Faran said one of the 
hostages, which rhe group did 
not name, was in serious con- 
dition following a gun battle 
with Indian forces. The gov- 
ernment dented any clash. 


Rwandan Hutu official, children killed 


KIGALI (R) — Rwandan 
soldiers hacked a senior Hutu 
government official and his 
two children to death before 
setting ablaze their house in 
the central town of Ruhango 
on Thursday night, diplomats 
said Saturday. 

The Kigali-based diplo- 
mats said the troops entered 
the house of Placide Kolonis. 
a local administration official - 
who belonged to Prime 
Minister Fausiin Twagir- 
amungu’s Republican Demo- 
cratic Movement, and killed 
him and his children with 
machetes and knives before 
setting it on fire. 

Mr. Twagiramungu, a 
member of the Hutu major- 
ity, is a leading coalition part- 
ner in Rwanda's broad-based 
government formed a year 
ago after Tutsi-dominated re- 
bels of the Rwanda Patriotic 
Front (RFF) took power and 
ended civil war and genocidal 
killings. 

U.N. spokesman Ismail 
Diailo (old Reuters that be- 
fore the killings. U.N. milit- 
ary observers based in 
Ruhango saw a government 
soldier outside Kolonis’s 
house. 

"Our military advisers saw 
one government soldier in 
uniform outside the house. 
They later heard screams 
coming from inside before it 
was set on fire," Mr. Diailo 
said. 

"After that. Five bodies 
were recovered from the 


house.” Mr. Diailo added. 

A houseboy was also killed 
in xhe attack but the identity 
of the fifth body was no’t 
known. 

There was no immediate 
comment from the govern- 
ment or army but state radio 
said Mr. Kolonis was killed 
by “unidentified gunmen.” 

Mr. Kolonis was only re- 
leased from detention three 
weeks ago after being 
arrested in February on 
charges of taking part in last 
year’s genocidal killings 
which devastated Rwanda af- 
ter the assassination of Hutu 
strongman Juvenal Habyari- 
mana. 

About one million people, 
-mainly Tutsis and moderate 
Hutus. were slaughtered in 
the killings that took place 
between April and july last 
year. 

The Ruhango killings are 
expected to raise tension in 
Rwanda’s coalition govern- 
ment, controlled by the 
Tutsi-dominated army which 
is accused by exiled' Hutus 
and aid workers of seeking 
revenge for last year's geno- 
cide. 

South African Archbishop 
Desmond Tutu arrived in the 
Rwandan capital Kigali 
Saturday only hours after the 
killings. 

Arch. Tutu came with a 
strong message for reconcilia- 
tion in the tiny central Afri- 
can stare tom' apart by last 


year’s genocidal ethnic kill- 
ings. 

“I speak from our own 
experience in South Africa," 
the Nobel Peace Prize winner 
told reporters on arrival at 
Kigali Airport. 

“Ultimately we must con- 
centrate on forgiveness and 
reconciliation because if we 
concentrate on retribution, I 
am fearful that the spiral of 
violence, resentment and 
payback will never end," 
Arch Tutu added. 

The renowned South Afri- 
can clergyman flew in from 
neighbouring Burundi, which 
has the same ethnic Tutsi and 
Hutu mix as Rwanda. 
Analysts fear it could go 
down the same path as Rwan- 
da. 

In Grenoble, France, judi- 
cial sources said a Rwandan 
priesr has been placed under 
investigation on suspicion of 
involvement in genocide in 
his country last year. 

Wenceslas Munyeshyaka, 
a Roman Catholic priest who 
has been living and working 
in southern France for almost 
a year after fleeing Rwanda, 
would be examined over 
accusations of genocide, in- 
human and degrading treat- 
ment, torture and barbarism, 
they said. 

Several Rwandan Tutsi 
witnesses who sought refuge 
in the Sainte FamiUe Church 
in Kigali last year have ac- 
cused Fr. Munyeshyaka of 


giving Hutu militias lists of 
Tutsi sympathisers who were 
later taken away and killed as 
part of a campaign of geno- 
cide. 

Fr. Munyeshyaka has de- 
nied the charges, including 
allegations that he forced 
women to sleep with him in 
return for not handing them 
over. 

At a recent news confer- 
ence to deny involvement, he 
said "I’m no hero, but I’m no 
Touvier either." wartime 
French militia chief Paul 
Touvier was accused of kill- 
ing Jews during the Nazi 
occupation. 

The priest was detained 
Friday by two plain-clothes 
gendarmes as he got off a 
train at Monteiimar in south- 
ern France after a visit to 
Paris. Investigators searched 
his nearby home and ordered 
him held in jail for an initial 
four days. 

Being placed under inves- 
tigation is often the first step 
towards a trial. If the probe 
linked him to rhe genocide, 
lawyers said, Fr. 
Munyeshyaka might be extra- 
dited to Rwanda rather than 
tried in France. 

His detention is a big 
embarrassment for the 
French Roman Catholic 
Church, which helped Fr. 
Munyeshyanka come to 
France, saying that his offers 
of sanctuary had saved many 
lives. 
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Progress in speaking out 

THE FACT that an Arab Human Rights 
Organisation exists at all and it investigates 
then publishes reports on the condition of 
human rights in the Arab World is positive 
and . encouraging. Such has the case been 
since the establishment in 1987 of the Arab 
Organisation for Human Rights (AOHR). 

The conclusions that AOHR reached in its 
report for 1994 is, however, distressing. The 
organisation says that Arab human rights 
did in fact deteriorate in 1994 after improve- 
ments were registered in the late 1980s. 

“We recorded some- positive steps, but the 
total shows a continuing erosion of legal 
guarantees and the occurance of extreme 
violation of human rights,” the organisa- 
tion’s secretary general, Mohammad Faiq, 
said in a statement earlier this week. 

After enumerating the most disturbing 
violations — including torture, mass execu- 
tions, long-term detention, amputation of 
limbs, producing false witnesses, falsifying 
documents, etc. — the group recorded a 
“counter legislative trend which tends to 
weaken legal guarantees and harshen 
punishment.” In other words', these prac- 
tices have made abuse of human rights a 
legal matter. This of course is worse than 
violations made under eras of martial laws in 
the Arab World since such laws are being 
enforced on people through weak and in 
many instances puppet parliaments. 

One example that AOHR gave on this was 
the infamous Egyptian “law of defamation” 
which, aiming to protect officials from 
allegations of corruption, meant to muzzle 
the press by imposing heavy fines and jail 
sentences on “violating” journalists. 
Although the Egyptian government was able 
to pass the law through the single-party 
dominated Parliament, the journalists, have 
forced the government to retract the legisla- 
tion and appoint a committee to reconsider 
the legislation. \ 

One way to resist government tendency to 
be brutal or legalise brutality is certainly 
found in the work of such grassroots orga- 
nisations as AOHR or journalists’ associa- 
tions. It is encouraging in this regard to note 
that some Jordanian newspapers have car- 
ried the organisation’s report. At this stage 
the mere feat of exposing human rights 
abuses in the Arab World will lay the ground 
for the elimination of many violations, in- 
cluding the denial of people’s political rights. 

ARABIC PRESS COMMENTARIES 

A WRITER in AI Ra’i daily Saturday wondered about the 
complete silence of Pope John Paul n vis-a-vis the genocide 
being committed in Bosnia against the Muslims at the 
hands of Christians. Sultan A1 Hattab, also wondered why 
the Eastern churches are silent with regard to the events; 
and asked about the numerous Christian-Muslim dialogues . 
which we have heard about. What we are witnessing is the 
beginning of a new kind of conflict between religions, 1 
following the end of the cold war between the East and 1 
West, said the writer. The silence of the Vatican and the 
Eastern churches vis-a-vis the events in Bosnia is adding to 
.our fears and apprehensions and we are appalled at 
Europe's indifference to what is happening in Bosnia where 
thousands of women, children and innocent people are 
being massacred, he added. The writer said scientists, 
political leaders and heads of international organisations 
are all silent and condoning the denial of Bosnia's right to 
arm itself to fend off the aggression', while the Arab and 
Islamic nations are showing cowardice and not rallying to 
help their brothers and sisters. The writer condemned what 
he called the annihilation of the Muslims in Europe. 

A WRITER in AI Dustonr said that Washington will 
commit a grave error if it decides to extradite the leader of 
the political wing of Hamas to Israel. Saleh Qallab said 
Washington must realise that the extradition will not 
weaken Hamas or the other forces which it considers as 
terrorists: neither will it help curb reprisals. Hie Hamas 
leader has been legally living in the United States and his 
arrest can only receive strong condemnation by the Arab 
and Muslim nations as a conspiracy on the part of the 
United States against the Arabs and Muslims, said the 
writer. The arrest came at a time when Hamas was 
reportedly contemplating transforming itself into a political 
party, bent on opposing normalisation with Israel and 
therefore his arrest is regarded as a means for foiling such 
tendency and keeping the Palestinian lands in turmoil, he 
added. Demanding that Washington release the Hamas 
leader, the writer said that the U-S- authorities ought to 
treat him as a leader of a political and national movement 
seeking freedom from occupation. 


Sunday's Economic Puise 


By Dr. Faked F&nek 


Agricultural agreement 
around the corner 


THE JORDANIAN-Israeli peace treaty called for the 
finalisation of all supplementiy agreements and new laws 
within nine months of its signing. Since the treaty was 
signed on Oct. 26, 1994, the deadline fell due last 
Wednesday, July 26. 

However, it seems that both parties are not in a huny to 
finish tiie job on time, especially under the new political 
doctrine put forward by Israeli officials, namely that dates 
in the agreements are not sacred. Nevertheless, the 
preliminary drafts of all supplementary agreements are 
almost ready, but weeks or months are still needed before 
they are signed. 

A tourism agreement was already signed. At the time, 
we noted that it did not create anything new or alter any 
situation. Most likely the two parties need not refer to any 
article in that agreement to support a point of view. The 
importance of signing a tourism agreement lies in the fact 
that an agreement was concluded and signed, and that an 
item on the agenda was implemented. 

The crucial agreement is that which will cover trade. It 
has many controversial points of view and conflicting 
interests. The trade agreement was delayed due to a basic 
difference in understanding, a requirement by the peace 
treaty. The delay in reaching a commercial agreement put 
all other agreements on hold. It does not make sense to 
sign agreements on activities such as transport or agricul- 
ture before a trade agreement is finalised - 

The point of disagreement was whether the treaty called 
for the establishment of- free zones, as Jordan thinks it did. 


or for the establishment of a free trade agreement as Israeli 
negotiators insist. It seems that the recent meeting on the 
political level between the ministers of industry and trade 
of the countries resolved this point by accepting the 
principle of a free trade area, but without setting a target 
date for its implementation, which means it is left until such 
..time when the Jordanian economy becomes ready for this 
big step. 

The draft of the agricultural agreement was recently 
discussed and evaluated by the Ministerial Development 
Council, which derided that some stipulations should be 
renegotiated to clarify some ambiguous wordings and avoid;, 
future misunderstandings. 

We were told that, in general, the agricultural agreement 
is favourable to Jordan, and that Israel undertook to 
import certain quantities of agricultural products, including 
a minimum of 50 thousand tonnes of fresh vegetables and 
fruits every year, 900 tonnes of olive oil and other specified 
amounts of white cheese and live sheep, all duty free and 
without a co rrs ponding commitment on behalf of Jordan. 

Since the Joraanian-Israeli agreements must be executed 
sooner or later in accordance with provisions of Jhe peace 
treaty, and since they are favourable to Jordan, as claimed 
by the government, it is advisable that Jordan should fulfill 
all requirements and make Israel responsible for any delay. 

It is also useful to publish the draft agreements, even 
though they are not in a final shape, in order to allow those 
whose interests may be affected to express opinions and 
lobby for the protection of their legitimate interests. 
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The shame of the West ; 

To the Editor: 

crmwr, rffoRE our TV screens and watching the ■ - ; 

be more tonifying, is having -- 

i indifferent Western community which has lritie 

inseeassSiSSSSsA- 

the^pasV^three years the coupe <*£. t 9SSJSS^£- ' 

i n „rs>“ ?«£?■ 

The West should be ashamed of its failure to * 

"lunatic on the go" right in their backyard, and for Jailing 
i to secure fundamental human rights to peoples in the heart .. . 

of their civilised world. . _, IH 

Under the present circumstances, why should we con 
tinue to admire Western achievements and behevem 
Western rhetoric about peaceful coexistence among peo- 
ples of all faiths? 

Mrs. Romiaxia M. Nuseibeh, 
Amman. 

The Jordan Times welcomes letters and contributions ftorn 
its readers on any subject they wish to tackle. Letters 
intended for publication . however, should contain the 
writer’s full name and preferably address as well. Names 
can be withheld only upon request and under special 
circumstances. Utters are subject to ediung.Tbe newspap- 
er is not responsive for the return of unused manuscripts. 
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Syria, Israel ‘approaching moment of truth 7 * 

w ' ■ _ r j i t_ i ..... ie nihu I IwIIava that nmcnrrtc for an interim solution. 


(Continued from page 1) 
withdraw physically or geog- 
raphically and to reenter the 
region by having an economic 
influence, and as a result of 
ft. there was a rejection in the 
Arab World, including Jor- 
dan. Later on. he said, "we 
understood that because oi 
the big gap between the 
Israeli economy and the Arab 
economies, if Israel is in- 
volved with the Arabs, there 
would be a kind of domina-. 
tion. And the question for us 
is not whether anybody 
would dominate us because if 
Israel doesn’t dominate us, so 
there are the others, the 
Europeans, the Americans or 
whoever. But the question is 
whether we were ready for an 
Israeli influence economical- 
ly speaking.' And he said that 
‘my own conclusion it is bet- 
ter to have the economic 
relationship with Israel de- 
spite this problem of asym- 
metery . between the econo- 
mies rather than have a fore- 
ign one.’ But that is the pri- 
vate view of a Jordanian lead- 
er I am quoting without 
attribution. 

Q: But with seperation be- 
tween Israel and the Palesti- 
nians there is a contradiction 
there with Israel's claims that 
it wants to remove walls with 
the Arab World? 

A: Well. I admit that it is a 
real question. The basic 
assumption is that we are not 
speaking here about equal 
integration. I mean otherwise 
it would have been much 
easier. But because of the 
asymmetry between the eco- 
nomies, what will happen if 
there was such an integration 
is that we will use the low 
wages and in many cases the 
natural resources in the re- 
gion in exchange for new 
technology or financial ser- 
vices or whatever. And when 
it happens, people may say 
you see what kind of situation 
we have now. it is not a 
relationship between equals. 
And-I'm quite afraid of it. If I 
have to decide. I believe l 
would subscribe to the idea 
that infrastructure and tour- 
ism is natural for us to 
cooperate... telecommunica- 
tion. roads, railroads, ener- 
gy, water, all these are natu- 
ral for us to cooperate. Once 
we speak about other areas 
we should at least be careful 
not to fall into that trap. May 
be life is stronger, it is not up 
to governments. Eventually 
the businessmen on both 
sides will decide whether or 
not to cooperate. And if one 
Israeli businessman finds it 
very profitable to have a fac- 
tory for textile elsewhere, he 
would not ask me what to do 
and will use the low wages in 
the neighbouring country and 
the natural resources and that 
would happen. But if it was 
up to me I would do it very 
carefully. 

Q: Considering that violence 
against Israel might play a 
major role in influencing 
elections in Israel, to what 
extent do you feel that public 
opinion in Israel blames your 
government and Mr. Arafat 
for this violence and may 
vote against you as a result? 
A: Well, we are not immune. 

I said (recently) that we took 
part in the peace process not 
because of terrorism. We 
took part because of mainly 
two reasons: One we wanted 
to remove a strategic threat 
to Israel, which has been the 
case since 1948. And the 
second was to create a new 
situation whereby we are not 
controlling the Palestinian 


people who don't want us. 
Those were the two main 
issues. Now we never knew it 
would be possible to put an 
end to terrorism by that. But 
we knew that if there was a 
comprehensive peace, it 
might be much more difficult 
for the lunatics of this world 
to operate, because there 
won’t be a popular support 
for them, because there 
would be different motiva- 
tions, because the different 
leaderships would do their 
utmost. in order to prevent 
them from operating because 
they would have different in- 
terests by then. 

Q: Do you agree that in order 
to remove the political cover 
from violent groups you .need 
to end the occupation of the 
West Bank? 

A: Regretfully, I’m not so 
-sure. After all, a very signifi- 
cant recognition took place 
between us and the PLO and 
many people thought that as 
a result terrorism will de- 
crease, but it increased 
actually. The end of the PLO 
terrorism was very important 
for the long range, but for the 
short run, it didn't stop ter- 
rorism. 

Q: But the occupation hasn't 
ended yet? 

A: Yes. but I cannot promise 
my people that once there is 
full peace with the Palesti- 
nians, there would be np 
terrorism. Even (last week), 
the editor of the Hamas pap- 
er in Gaza was asked whether 
foil peace With the Palesti- 
nian leadership would satisfy 
and put an end to terrorism, 
he said full peace yes, but not 
according to Yasser Arafat. 
You see, they see their lead- 
ership as traitors as here 
many people see our lead- 
ership. 

Q: I’m talking about remov- 
ing sympathy for violence? 
A: I hope very much that 
once we have comprehensive 
peace terrorism would de- 
crease drastically. 

Q: What is happening in the 
Syrian track? 

A: We are approaching the 
-moment of truth with the 
Syrians. I think this moment 
of truth I believe is the end of 
1995. I don’t see any real 
prospect for a breakthrough 
in 1996 because of the Amer- 
ican electoral year and the 
Israel electoral year. The 
Americans will no*, be done 
in order to help both of us 
negotiate. And regretfully, 
the Syrians believe they are 
negotiating with the Amer- 
icans and that the Americans 
can deliver us. and they don’t 
want to talk to us on a high 
political level. We complied 
with that because we want 
peace. We did not play the 
game of pride, despite the 
fan that we understand that 
as long as the level of nego- 
tiators is as such it would be 
very difficult to have a real 
breakthrough in the negotia- 
tions. After three years of 
negotiations, we are not loo 
far from square one. There 
were some developments we 
cannot ignore: the release of 
Jews in Syria, the public 
appearance of (Foreign) 
Minister (Farouk) Shar'a, the 
banners in Damascus, the 
speeches of President Assad 
with Mr. Clinton and without 
him in his parliament. AI) 
these should be remembered. 
But when it comes to the 
major issue of the process 
with Israel. I must note that 
despite the fact that our 
prime minister said that the 


extent of our withdrawal 
would be parallel to the ex- 
tent of peace proposed by the 
Syrians, they did not jump on 
it. I mean they have a special 
way to portray whatever is 
said here as nothing new or 
nothing important. Nothing 
is perceived as a real step 
forward, mainly because if 
you admit that the other side 
is doing something you have 
to do something in parallel, 
but as long as you say what's 
the big deal, it is nothing, you. 
can release yourself of a real 
step. And that is why I raised 
a question mark about the 
strategic decision of Presi- 
dent Assad several months 
ago. I understand that Presi- 
dent Assad. is a very experi- 
enced and shrewd leader not 
because I know him but be- 
cause I know many others 
who know him. And I under- 
stand- that he understands 
there is no other superpower 
in the - world today than the 
United States, And maybe 
his belief is that in order to 
have better relations with the 
United States it is important 
for him to have peace with 
Israel. But in order to take a 
strategic decision you have to 
pay a price. The price for 
peace is not only an Israeli 
one. On our side, it is very 
tangible, on the Syrian side, 
it is psychological, education- 
al, political and symbolic. 
There are many people who 
have met President Assad in 
the last three to (four yeans) 
who say that for him the price 
may be seen very expensive, 
especially the normalisation 
with Israel, which is national- 
ly and psychologically is very 
difficult for him. And that is 
why, it is not that we have to 
discover the real policy be- 
hind the words. It is even him 
perhaps has not (aken this 
derision as the decision was 
taken by King Hussein and 
Chairman Arafat who also 
knew that they were going to 
pay a price for peace. 

Q: There is an argument that 
public opinion in Syria is' 
ready for peace and that 
President Assad is preparing 
the country for peace. But 
that he is bargaining over 
other priorities including 
Syria's regional role. Leba- 
non and economic assistance, 
and that he wants the Amer- 
icans to guarantee this as a 
package. 

A: fri a way your words are 
familiar to me, speaking with 
so many people who have 
met him. But on the other 
issues you mentioned, and 
there are others, there is very 
little we could do. if at all. 
And somehow, there is a lack 
of stamina on the Syrian side, 
because I don't know if these 
demands can be satisfied by 
anybody, but T did not see a 
kind of a political derision to 
say O.K. We are ready to do 
that, this is the list, let us 
check with the Americans, 
with the Europeans, the 
Japanese and the Israelis 
themselves, how can we satis- 
fy these demands. Then we 
could find out that these de- 
mands are not achievable or 
maybe they are achievable. 
To the best of my knowledge, 
there was no activity on his 
side to check the reality of 
achieving these require- 
ments. It is always an enig- 
ma. Somebody says maybe 
Lebanon is more important 
than the Golan. Another one 
says you know it is the terror- 
ism list, a third says no it is 
the money, whatever. Wc are 
all asking and guessing. 
Therefore I ask myself: If 
President Assad wants peace 


so much and wants so many 
things, why is he so timid in 
putting them on the table? 
Does he believe, for exam- 
ple, that Israel will be more 
flexible towards the- elec- 
tions, that peace with Syria is 
so important for our victory, 
that we would be ready to 
give up more the closer we 
are to the elections. If he 
thinks so, then he doesn't 
understand Israeli democra- 
cy, which is the other way 
around. I think your analyses 
which appears in the form of 
a question is true. But I 
believe in the case of Syria 
that despite the readiness of 
the world to attribute to Pres- 
ident Assad strategy, long- 
range strategy or whatever, 
that he also gets up in the 
morning asks himself what is 
good for him or for his coun- 
try, then people around him 
tell him why should you go 
and pay a price of having 
normalisation with Israel and 
tourists and an Israeli flag 
hoisted on the Israeli embas- 
sy? You have Lebanon, and 
the world understands you 
are having negotiations, no- 
body is accusing you of any- 
thing. the arms boycott was 
lifted in Europe, you have 
economic relations now 
which were not there in the 
past, you have good relations 
with Iran which may be 
harmed if you make peace 
with Israel. I can suggest a 
whole list of arguments as to 
why not to make peace with 
us.. And on the other hand, 
people may say to him that if 
you make peace with Israel 
you will have the world on 
your side, you will have the 
Americans, you may have 
some kind of economic assist- 
ance. you may have some 
guarantees for what you want 
or whatever. And he wakes 
up every morning and asks 
himself whether that is true 
or not. He reads something in 
the paper, he gets angry, he 
says no, if this is the case, if 
that was being leaked, if the 
Americans said it, if Rabin 
said it, if Yossi Beilin said it. 
I'm not going on. And I 
believe that the second op- 
tion is the more realistic one. 
There is no grand plan on his 
side, and he believes that 
somehow he can benefit from 
the time that is passing, and 
here, I believe, is his biggest 
mistake. 

Q: But why isn't Israel de- 
livering on the question of 
symmetrical security arrange- 
ments despite having the up- 
per military hand? Why not 
agree and call Syria's bluff? 
A: I think Israel called his 
bluff. After many years in 
which we annexed the Golan 
Heights, the governments of 
the past were not willing to 
withdraw an inch from the 
Golan. And Israel could have 
been accused for being too 
stubborn on the Syrian issue. 
But since the last three years, 
especially when our prime 
minister told him that our 
withdrawal from the Golan 
would be symmetrical . with 
the Syrian readiness to make 
peace with us, we actually 
called his bluff..., withdraw 
to whatever international 
border agreed between us. 
for us the most important 
thing is not the land but the 
security. I cannot enter into 
the details of the negotiations 
about security. Israel is so 
small that it is geographically 
almost a joke. And speaking 
here about symmetry with 
other countries is impossible. 
There is no symmetry be- 
tween a country like Israel 
and Egypt or Jordan and 
Israel or Syria and Israel. 


That is why I believe that 
nobody is seriously referring 
to symmetry. I think once 
there is willingenss on the 
Syrian side to talk with us 
about the details, to speak to 
us on a higher political level, 
we are going to solve the 
problems. I think the solu- 
tions by and large, are known 
to us. It is much more compli- 
cated with the Palestinians. 
With Syrians everybody 
knows more or less what 
would be the solution. With 
the Palestinians we have a 
process, dose relations, we 
are still far from having the 
solution. With the Syrians, 
we do have a solution but we 
don't have a real process. 
And that is much more prob- 
lematic because eventually, 
the process is conducive to a 
real solution, but if you have 
only a solution but no pro- 
cess, the solution becomes 
untenable, but once they der 
cide to talk seriously, it 
shouldn't take long. That is 
why I am still optimistic ab- 
out the option of having 
peace with Syria which is for 
us very veiy important, in the 
coming five months. 

Without having peace with 
Syria, we would continue to have 
an open wound in Lebanon, 
since it is totally dependent on 
Syria and that is an ongoing 
problem for us which we would 
like to put an end to. And we 
have jto territorial claims what- 
ever in Lebanon. 

Q: The pretext for the transition- 
al period with the Palestinians 
was building confidence, but 
there is not confidence building 
taking place in the past period, 
rather an increase in the level of 
violence. Why not begin final 
status negotiations now? 

A: First of all, I have never 
believed in CBM’S (confidence 
building measures), never. It 
seemed to me as a platitude, a 
substitute for the real thing. I 
believe in peace, 1 don't believe 
in a love affair, in that respect, 
you know, for many people it 
was a kind of substitute. They 
say: let us see. let us do some- 
thing, today let us enable the 
Palestinians to lake through the 
bridge 5000 dinars instead of 500 
dinars, as if it may change the 
world. It might make things 
easier, but it doesn't change the 
world. I think that what we have 
to do is to have peace, ff we 
don i, all these cbm's may be- 
come artificial and frustrating. 
Once we have peace, then we 
would need cbm's: Gestures, 
educational process and cultural 
process... as we have now be- 
tween Jordan and Israel... In 
order to make peace vou don't 
have to have early confidence 
building measures. And as occu- 
piers, what kind of confidence 
building measures can you 
have...? There are riots, people 
are throwing stones at you, you 
are using tear gas and whar not. 
They say don't react to a certain 
action. That is not possible 
0: Are then calling for 'im- 
■j*-* emenng final status 

A: Yes. 

wifh ,5? r ° U havc Problems 
with achieving a consensus on 

™. r y< £? r fiovernment? 

A: No. First of all w e signed an 
agreement which refers to stages ' 

ThS SeSJri VJ* Ve - ry difri «4»- 

inc second thing is that the 

Pa S h 1^ ns ^ vc 001 said a final 
word about it. There « no « 
sensus m the ; Palestinian cE> 
we should go directly to a 
permanent solution. I had a v er v 
months 

ff„i n J f enu ? lem w «h a good 
friend of mine. Abu Ala' I 

supported permanent solution 

and he said no. let us to it staae 

by W^° nbo,h «d«,thc?c 
is a kind of debate on the issue of 
permanent solution. The 
rounter-argument is that if yo „ 
tockle .mmedtately the major 


prospects for an interim solution, 
and you would actually be with- 
out anything. That is a very 
strong argument, I must admit.- 
Q: Could you clarify this- cat 
and mouse game about the NPT 
and Israel's refusal to join and its 
iMaim that it would not be the- 
first country to introduce nuclear 
weapons to the region? 

A: Our policy means that in' 
our part of the world, whim some 
countries proved to have some- 
nuclear capabilities despite sign- 
ing the NPT, it would be wrong 
for us to sign it and to expose the 
countries of the region to inter- - 
national inspection. We prefer to’ 
have a regional agreement 
according to which, the nuclear-, 
free zone would be the second: ; 

floor of the peace process. Once' ' 
we have peace with our neigh-- J 
boms, that would be the right'- 
■ time to negotiate a region whSdi > 
is free of mass destruction 
weapons, including nuclear* - 
weapons, and that would be! 
open to mutual inspections and : 
verifications. 

Q: Are you only talking about .- 
your immediate neighbours or; 
others such as Iran and Iraq? ; 
Where do you draw the fine? ' > 

A: As you understand, speak- . 
ing about nuclear weapons,- it is 4 £ 

not just the proximity, it may/ 
take place from farther bases. \ 
don’t want to enter now into jftigre* - 
very difficult and interesting.-'.... 

S uestion of where do you driiw^’ ; J 
le line, but it is not only ou&Y- ^ 
immediate neighbours, that ir> 3 £'d 
true. Now only when we haytjw&Yi 
peace, we can trust the other sidevi- ^n 
to verify the situation in Israel 
and on the other side. But there »•’>£'•“! 
is also -a very important issue { 

which I don't want to ignore 1 

which is perhaps one of the most 
delicate issues on the agenda^ i 
We are now in one of the most i'~-v % 
difficult historical controversies. V 1 ?; " 

It is not very simple for us. We.i-Y. 
are changing the map, we are * 2'' 
creating a new agenda for Israel. 

We are touching the most deli- H-.' J 
cate points in Israeli society •rC - j 
which refer to symbols and there ’v\: . ' 
is nothing more difficult than :y-*Y 
referring to symbols. And we are • 
having a very very tough debate 
at home. Those of our neigh- \ 
hours who believe that today it is i- 1 - 
not enough to speak to Israel 'X 
about territorial compromises 
but that is the proper time to deal •>' 1 
with its perceived deterrence, are - ! 
doing the wrong thing if they - 
reaily want to have peace, espe- _ ? ! 
daily that we arc quite out- 
spoken about our readiness for “y ’ - * 
this kind of two floors of peace:' ' 
the first one is ro make peace, -i--- 
and we know we are going to pay" 'O’ 
a very high price for peace and::— v- , 
tne second one is to have- 
nuclear-free zone in our part of ; 
the world. We have proved thai-V -. 
w e . are n °t just toying with?y ; - 
wonls, we are very serious about- 
it. But to put pressure on Isriiel ,14 - 
today to deal with both th ese 
issues in a parallel way is another ■**" 
way to say i 0 us let us stop the ... 
peace process. -V 

Q: What about Iraq and re-*': 
pons of Israel considering brinfr ; v 
*ng Iraq into the peace process-^-- 
eventually? F . 

„ jV wc ; of course, do not- ~ 

exclude Iraq. It is a very impor- f-v i 

11 15 not an emotional j 
5?“ c nor a Personal issue with--,.. I 
inc current leadership of Iraq. . ' j 
And we hope very much to have— f ■' 
evenrually fell ^ace not only v j 

bn? Li?« r l^toate neighbours. 
but ako with countries like Iraq. - . 

m?e IOday is a different ,■ . 

rome ™ UlEr sh ouW have. . ' 

*»th Iraq despite. -1 .»• 

herVour? 118 Sancl, o™. And ' ::_ 
lone ,s ^ As ■ > ■ 

^notions are there 


sensus m the Palestinian camp lone ‘ S ^ dear - M > 

toat we should go directly to a we S are san 9 l,ons a « there 

JKmanem solution. I had a very them ! 0,ng !o breach V s - 

? g d< ? atc two S' ft? Ih «* unctions re- j T " 

J r erus ? lcm with a good I woul/hL ** PC'sonaUy, ’ 

rMdy 10 ^ ; 

coumcr-aigumcni is that if you We di? ink Wc bechoosv. 

issues of the permanent solution ele^ " e, &h hours, they did not " ' 
such as Jerusalem, and you fiJd £ '«<»«, and that! lS£ 

there is no way to agree. have to .u- -W 


mere is no way to agree, you mav 
harm not only the prospects for 
ihe implementation of the 
permanent solution but alto ihe 


regime Z il Com P I y wth the " ^ 
acting accord 5 M ro&uie is ■* 
n °imL l^Ji!! s f t0, T nlcmari ob al : 
for Libya SdL f ° r L raq ' il 6°“ *- ' 

.-.ano any other country, r 
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J German excavations fill in gaps in historical development of Gadara (Umm Qais) 
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This is the second artidc 
of a two-part series; part 
one appeared in yester- 
day’s newspaper. 

Text and photos 
by Rami G. Khouri 
Special to the Jordan Tunes 

ONE OF the most fascinat-* 
ing recent discoveries at 
Gadara (Umm Oais) is the 
Greco-Roman system of 
water tunnels carved be- 
neath the citadel hill, and 
used to channel water from 
the spring east of the city to 
the city-centre. The two 
tunnels are each some 400 
metres long because of 
their winding passage 
through the hill. They 
varied in height from 160 
cm to nearly rwo metres, 
and in width from 100 cm 
to over 150 cm. The tunnels 
have both been fully exca- 
vated, but are closed for 
safety reasons. Plans are 
being made to provide ac- 
«cess for visitors to a short 
stretch of one tunnel. 

One of the tunnels was 
completed and used, the 
and second was fully dug 
but never completely 
finished inside or used. 
Visitors can appreciate the 
tunnels by inspecting their 
entrances, which also show 
the excavation techniques 
used to dig them. Just 
down the path leading east 
from the museum, near the 
entrance to a tomb, is the 
entrance to the tunnel that 
was completed and used. 
The artificially built chan- 
nel approaching the hillside 
gradually changes into a cut 
- channel and then into a 
tunnel fully dug out of the 
natural rock. Still visible on 
the walls are trowel marks 
from the plasterers in Ro- 
man times. 

A few metres to the east 
of the tomb and tunnel 
entrances, directly beneath 
the walking path leading to 
the musuem, are the re- 
mains of one of the arches 
that carried the aqueduct 
over the shallow valley im- 
mediately to the east. Ms. 
Kemer's team identified 11 
piers that once formed the 
supports for the arches that 
carried the aqueduct, but 
no full arches remain stand- 
ing today. The aqueduct- ' 
was the last stretch of a 
channel that brought water 
to Gadara from the 'Ain 
et-Trab spring, some 11 
kilometres to the east. 

From the aqueduct, wa- 
ter passed into a small dis- 
tribution system that in- 
i eluded a weir that was 
opened or closed by hand 
to control the flow of water 
into the tunnels. On the 
surface of the path are visi- 
ble two stones with two/ 
notches in them (two other 
matching stones are longer 
there); thin basalt slabs 
were inserted into the 
notches to control the wa- 
ter flow. 

Inside the tunnels, the 
walls and floors were fully 
plastered, and every 30-35 
metres there is a Cut 
entrance/exit tunnel going 
up to the surface of the 
ground, with a rock-cut 
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The entrance to one of the water tunnels, next to the door of a tomb 


staircase. Many large 
niches filled with concrete 
throughout the tunnels may 
have been designed to sta- 
bilise the walls. Pipes exit 
the tunnels at regular inter- 
vals and head in a northerly 
direction, but these have 
not been located or traced 
within the city. They prob- 
ably supplied the northern 
residential quarters of the 
city. At one point inside 
the hiO, the two tunnels 
cross over ope another. ... 

The tunnel that was com- 
pleted and used has a dis- 
tribution point just a few 
metres in from its exit from 
the hill. This consisted of 
the main. 1.6- metre-deep 
water channel; a second, 
smaller channel (compris- 
ing ceramic pipes) that was 
used when excess water 
was available; and a third 
channel that paralleled the 
main channel and shared a 
built wall with it, and that 
was only used when excess 
water was available from 
the first two channels. 

The two main water tun- 
nels entered the city at two 
points: the unfinished one 
entered behind the terrace 
church (east of the col- 
lapsed terrace wall) and the 
finished one ended at a 
point behind the north-east 
comer of the terrace, next 
to the staircase to the r es th- 
ou se. This latter entry 


point into the city comprise 
es a small weir to divert 
.water, and some ceramic 
pipes and smaller rock-cut 
channels that carried the 
water into various quarters 
of the city. 

Similar water tunnels 
have been studied in other 
parts of the country, in- 
cluding Abila, Beit Ras and 
Zcrakhun. The Umm Qais 
system cannot be dated any- - 
more precisely than to tN* 1 ** 
late Heilenlstic/early Ro- 
man period; though cera- 
mic and other material re- 
mains were found inside 
the tunnels, these could not 
be used to firmly date the 
structures, because the re- 
mains could have entered 
the tunnels at any time. 
There are no foundation 
trenches to help date the 
construction, as the tunnels 
were cut directly into the 
bedrock. 

A theory now being 
assessed is that the second 
tunnel was dug in the 3rd 
century AD, when the city 
expansion also included the 
construction of the hippod- 
rome and monumental gate 
at its western end. Those 
structures were never com- 
pleted due to lack of fi- 
nances in a politically diffi- 
cult period, and the second 
tunnel project was prob- 
ably stopped for the same 
reason. 


Clearing the Roman 
■ theatre 

One of the most striking 
pieces of work underway at 
Umm Qais is the clearance 
of the black basalt theatre. 
Simple clearance of the 
tumbled stones has ex- 
posed parts of the orchestra 
and seats, making the 
theatre even more impress- 
ive than ever before in re- 
cent history. Names of indi- 
viduals. have . been . identi- , 
fied o# some seats through- 
out the theatre, probably 
reflecting their “own- 
ership” of the seats. Ex- 
cavations by the Depart- 
ment of Antiquities have 
shown that the orchestra 
was once paved in white 
marble, and the stage may 
have been made of wood 
(as was the case at the small 
North Theatre in Jerash). 

1 Die German embassy in 
Amman has financed two 
years of work by two Ger- 
man architects who have 
been drawing up proposals 
for the long-term conserva- 
tion of the theatre. 

Some of the material re- 
mains -from the new ex- 
cavations can be seen in the 
museum that is continuous- 
ly expanding at Umm Qais. 
Especially interesting is a 
small piece of late 4th/early 
3rd century pottery with 
glass glazed' decoration 
from Egypt, and another 


small fragment with Greek 
writing, both of which help 

S 'n down the Ptolemaic 
undation of the city. 

A long gallery displays 
some of the finest statues 
excavated at the site, and a 
new room is being pre- 
pared to display some of 
the smaller finds, including 
pottery, bone pieces, a 
tabun, and lead and clay 
water pipes. 

In the courtyard west of 
the museum, a new vaulted 
passage has been built to 
display some of the mosaic 
floors excavated from the 
baths of Harakleides in the 
1980s by Dr. Ule Wagner- 
Lux. The 4tb-6th century 
AD geometric pattern 
mosaics include a Greek 
inscription noting that 
bathers were welcomed to 
the baths by a certain 
Gadarene nobleman 
named Harakleides, who * 
paid for the construction of 
the complex. 

The work of the last five 
years has been financed by 
the German Protestant In- 
stitute for Archaeology of 
the Holy Land, the Ger- 
man Archaeological Insti- 
tute in Berlin, the Gerda- 
Henkel Foundation, the 
German Research Founda- 
tion, the German Foreign 
Ministry via the German 
embassy in Amman, the 
Technical University at 
Cottbuss and the Depart- 


ment of Antiquities of Jor- 
dan. 

Fining in historical gaps 

Perhaps the historically 
most significant aspect of 
the work that has been 
carried out in the last five 
years at Umm Qais has 
been die discovery of sub- 
stantial remains from three 
kinds of ancient structures 
and two periods' that are 
not ‘well documented in 
Jordan: Roman -era domes- ' 
tic quarters, Hellenistic' 
period monumental 
architecture (city walls), 
and Hellenistic/Roman era 
water systems. 

Though Jordan has sub- 
stantial remains of several 
Greco-Roman cities that 
were members of the re- 
gional association of cities 
known as the Decapolis, no 
significant Roman housing 
areas bad ever been exca- 
vated before the recent 
work at Umm Qais. The 
full analysis of the pottery 
and other material remains 
from Umm Qais will allow 
for a more precise recon- 
struction of the material 
chronology of the city 
dwellers over a period of 
nearly one thousand years, 
from the early 3rd century 
BC to the early 7th century 
AD. 

One of the areas that will 
provide much analytical 


material is a comparison of 
local and imported pottery 
'shapes, especially as the 
imported wares (such as 
the terra siggillata) are very 
precisely dated and will 
allow for better dating of 
local pottery forms. Ms. 
Kerner notes that her 
team’s initial field observa- 
tions show that the local 
people at Umm Qais were 
copying pottery vessels that 
wei-e- imported from 
Greece , and Rome,- but 
were unable to produce the 
exact quality of the imports 
(probably due to the differ- 
ences in available clay and 
finishing materials). 

The work that Adolf 
Hoffman has done, on the 
city walls is clarifying the 
expansion (and possible 
contraction) of the city 
over the centuries. Later 
this year he will carry out a 
comprehensive survey of 
all known parts of the 
ancient city walls, in order 
to delineate the size and 
shape of the city as it 
changed over time. 

The wall paintings in the 
Roman era domestic quar- 
ters are also particularly 
important, even enigmatic: 
it seems peculiar to find 
such good quality paintings 
covering aU the walls of 
what appear to be rather 
modest, ordinary homes, 
and not monumental public 


buildings or large, ornate 
villas where one would ex- 
pea to find such paintings. 
Ms. Kerner is now studying 
parallels from other parts 
of this region, such as those 
known from southern Tur- 
key. .to come up with an 
explanation for the Gadara 
house paintings. 

The substantial Hellenis- 
tic city wall remains and the 
water tunnels may prompt. 

. a revision of the traditional 
history of Jordan, whose 
only previously kifown Hel- 
lenistic era monuments 
were the palace at Iraq 
el-Amir, near .Wadi Seer 
west of Amman, the Helle- 
nistic Zeus Sanctuary still 
being excavated at Jerash, 
and partial architectural re- 
mains at "Pella and Petra. 
The extensive rebuilding of' 
city sites in the Roman, 
Byzantine and early Islamic 
periods usually removed 
any traces of earlier Helle- 
nistic structures, but the 
new work at Umm Qais 
now raises a faint hope of 
one day finding a. Hellenis- 
tic bouse, or even a neigh- 
bourhood within the city 
walls. This makes the task , 
of preserving and present- j 
ing the excavated anti- ' 
quities to local and interna- i 
tional visitors even more 
important, given the rarity 
of good quality Hellenistic 
remains in Jordan. 


Serbs torch Zepa 


(Continued from page 1) 

fight,” he said. “Now we 
have a very serious situation 
with the Croat army operat- 
ing inside Bosnia as well.” 
Calling a U.N. pullout a 
“nightmare scenario." he 
said it might nevertheless be- 
come inevitable and would 
involve sending in 60,000 
-Tien to get 30,000 out. 

* In a warning to Croatia, 
Krajina Serb army comman- 
der General Mile Mrksic told 
the U.N. commander for for- 
mer Yugoslavia, General 
Bernard Janvier of France, 
that his forces would “no 
longer tolerate Croatian pro- 
vocations and would hold the 
peacekeeping rroops and the 
international community re- 
sponsible for the consequ- 
ences of the Croatian 
attacks.” 

Krajina Serb “president 
Milan Martic — who was 
charged with war crimes by a 
U.N. ’tribunal this week — 
. wrote to the 'U.N. Security 
Council accusing the Croats 
of committing atrocities 
against Serb civilians, Mr. 
Tan jug reforted. 

Congress vote 
on lifting arms 

In Washington, the U.S. 

House of Representatives 

will likely vote early Monday 
on lifting the arms embargo 
Against Bosnia, the head of a 
Icey congressional panel said 

Friday. . 

“We're about to go to tne 
; Rules Committee in an hour 

and ask that it bp put on (the 


agenda) as early as possible 
next week," Benjamin A. 
Gilman, Chairman of the In- 
ternational Relations Com- 
mittee, told reporters. 

Rep. Chris Smith, a lead- 
ing Republican member of 
the Foreign Affairs panel, 
predicted there would be 
enough votes not only to 
approve the bill, but to pass it 
over the expected veto from 
President ' Clinton. That 
would require a two-thirds 
vote. 

He said the vote could 
come as early as next Mon- 
day. 

The bill to lift the U.N. 
embargo passed the Senate 
earlier last week by 69 votes, 
two more than would be 
needed to override a pres- 
idential veto. But some sena- 
tors may change their vote if 
the comes. 

Passage of matching leg- 
islation by the house is a 
virtual certainty. Lasr month, 
the House overwhelmingly 
approved a non-binding mea- 
sure to repeal the embargo. 

Meanwhile. U.S. officials 
have moved swiftly to fore- 
stall more strains with U.S. 
allies over Bosnia by denying 
news reports saying that the 
U.S. was supplying arms to 
the Bosnian government. 

But Mr. Clinton’s press 
secretary Michael McCurry 
did say that the administra- 
tion had some information 
about arms transfers into 
Bosnia. He said it was possi- 
ble some U.S.-made arms 
were shipped. 

'’But if it has happened, 
that would have been done 


without permission from the 
U.S. government and in 
violation of the existing 
agreements we have with the 
countries to whom we trans- 
fer U.S. military equip- 
ment,” Mr. McCurry said. 

“Most of the equipment 
and the small arms that are 
being used in the conflict 
right now are of eastern ori- 
gin,” he added. 

Bosnian Prime Minister 
Haris Silajdzic, who arrived 
for talks here Friday, denied 
his c.ountry was receiving 
weapons from the United 
States but conceded that it 
was smuggling in light 
weaponry. 

"Had we taken the arms 
embargo seriously, we would 
be all dead now in Bosnia,” 
said Mr. Silajdzic. 

Meanwhile, officials in 
Cairo, said that Egypt wants 
the international contact 
group on Bosnia to meet with 
its counterpart from the 
Organisation of the Islamic 
Conference (OIC). 

A joint meeting would dis- 
cuss "the deterioration of the 
situation in Bosnia under the 

Israel to lift 

(Continued from page 1) 
militant groups opposed to 
peace, "just as wc expect 
from ourselves... to improve 
the tools, the means, to fight 
terrorism.” 

Mr. Rabin said Israel fears 
a fresh wave of suicide bomb- 
ings by unidentified assassins 
after an attack on the Tel 
Aviv, 

"There is perhaps a new 
type of terrorist attack, be- 
cause there has not been a 
claim of responsibility” fol- 


Serbs’ aggression against safe 
areas and adopt a common 
stand on preserving Bosnia's 
sovereignty and independ- 
ence," one official said. 

The OIC contact group, to 
help the Bosnian Muslims, 
has decided to ignore the 
U.N. arms embargo on Bos- 
nia in force since 1991. 

In Turkey, more than 
50,000 Islamists staged a de- 
monstration in centra] Tur- 
key on Saturday to protest 
against the embargo. 

Witnesses said the' demon- 
strators in Konya City, a 
stronghold of the Islamist 
Welfare Party (RP), burned 
U.S. and U.N. flags as they 
shouted “Allah-u Akbar” 
and demanded an immediate 
end to the embargo. 

RP leader Necmettin Erba- 
kan told the demonstrators 
“a military operation to res- 
cue Bosnians from the invad- 
ing Serbs was already too 
lafe." 

Police said the demonstra- 
tors, who waved green ban- 
ners with Writings in Arabic, 
dispersed peacefully. 

lowing the bus bombing on 
Monday at Ramat Gan, Mr. 
Rabin told state radio. 

He said it was possible the 
group behind the attack had 
failed to produce the usual 
video identifying the suicide 
bomber either to prevent 
political damage to the 
Palestinian Authority or be- 
cause the bomber had come 
from abroad. 

“Maybe the terrorist came 
from abroad. But even if that 
is the case, he certainly be- 
nefitied from help on the 
ground," said Mr. Rabin. 


NEWS IN BRIEF 

Saudi Prince discusses trade cooperation with Syria Iraq plans to build tunnel under Tigris 


DAMASCUS (AP) — Saudi Arabia's Foreign Minister 
flew in Saturday to discuss trade and transport agreements 
and other bilateral and regional issues with Syrian officials. 
Shortly after his arrival Prince Saud A1 Faisal and his 
counterpart, Farouk Al Sharaa, convened a Saudi-Syrian 
joint committee created two years ago to promote coopera- 
tion between the two countries. Prince Saud told the 
meeting that he hoped the discussions would lead to an 
increase in trade and promote plans that would facilitate 
land transport and upgrade air flights between the two 
countries. 

Katyushas crash on Israel’s ‘security zone’ 

MARJAYOLTN, Lebanon (AFP) — Three Katyusha 
rockets crashed onto Israel’s self-declared "security zone” 
in southern Lebanon, without causing injuries, an Israeli- 
backed militia said Saturday. The South Lebanon Army 
(SLA) militia's radio said the rockets exploded late Friday 
near a hospital in Marjayoun, where the Israeli army and 
ihe SLA have their headquarters in the border zone. There 
was no immediate claim of responsibility. Marjayoun is 
often the target of Iranian-backed Hezbollah guerrillas 
fighting against Israeli occupation. 

UAE telethon raises $43 million for Bosnia 

ABU DHABI (AP) — A nationwide telethon for the 
Muslims of Bosnia raised more than 158 dirhams (S43 
million) in donations and pledges, announces said Satur- 
day. The midday-ro-midnight telethon Friday was extended 
several hours because offers continued to pour in with 
contributions and pledges exceeding expectations. The 
UAE President Sheikh Zayed Bin Sultan Al Nahayan, said 
at the outset he hoped the fund-raiser would draw at least 
twice the government’s donation of 40 million dirhams (Sll 
million). Bosnian Prime Minister' Haris Silajdzic praised 
the telethon campaign in a live interview from Washington. 
“It's not only a campaign to collect donations, but it's a 
principle stand on the part of UAE which deserves respect 
and appreciation," Mr. Silajdzic said. 


BAGHDAD (AFP) — Iraq plans to build its first tunnel 
under the Tigris River running through the capital. 
Industry Minister Hussein Kamel Hassan announced Satur- 
day. General Hassan, who also heads the country’s Military 
Industrialisation Organisation, said the work in southern 
Baghdad would start within days. Baghdad has 12 bridges 
over the Dgris, eight of wheih were damaged or destroyed 
in air raids during the 1991 Gulf war! They were rebuilt 
within 18 months, despite the U.N. embargo in force since 
Iraq invaded Kuwait in 1990. 

Fateh beats Hamas in Gaza election 

GAZA CITY (AFP) — Palestine Liberation Organisation 
(PLO) leader Yasser Arafat's mainstream Fateh movement 
beat Hamas to win the elections of the largest professional 
association in the Gaza Strip, Palestinian officials 
announced ^Saturday. They said Fateh, allied with the 
Popular From for the Liberation of Palestine (PFLP), 
another PLO faction which normally sides with the 
opposition, won seven out of nine seats in the Accountant’s 
Association elections. Hamas and Islamic Jihad, which 
both oppose the PLO’s autonomy deal with Israel like the 
PFLP, won the other two seats. Bayan Abu Shaaban of 
Fatah became president and a Hamas member his deputy. 
Hamas has for the last six years controlled all nine seats in 
the 1.500-member association, which holds elections every 
two years. 

China pledges no more nuclear tests after 1996 

BANDAR SERI BEGAWAN (AFP) — China pledged 
Saturday that it would halt its nuclear tests next year after 
the siging of a test ban treaty as China and France came 
under renewed fire for breaking a moratorium. Asked | 
about ASEAN concern over the tests. Foreign Ministry j 
spokesman Shen Guofeng said “we will stop nuclear testing 
after the signing of the comprehensive ban” expected next 
year. Members of the Association of Southeast Asian 
Nations meeting in Brunei expressed their concern in 
opening speeches at nuclear tests by China and by France, 
which is to resume testing in the Pacific in September. 
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ASEAN moves closer 
to free trade zone 


BANDAR SERI BE- 
GAWAN (AFP) — Brunei’s 
Sultan Hassanal Bolkiah 
opened the annual Associa- 
tion of South East Asian Na- 
tions (ASEAN) meeting here 
Saturday with a call for the 
creation of a free trade area 
in the region by 2000, three 
years ahead of schedule. 

Cautioning that other re- 
gions were already overtak- 
ing ASEAN in economic 
cooperation and were liter- * 
alistng their economies to 
attract investment, the sultan 
said ASEAN “must respond 
to this competition.” 

ASEAN has already 
accelerated an original 15- 
year timetable for trade liber- 
alisation among its members, 
bringing it forward by five 
years to 2003. But the sultan 
said this was not enough. 

"When ASEAN leaders 
meet (in a summit) in Bang- 
kok in December this year, I 
hope ASEAN will be able to 
announce the completion of 
A FT A (ASEAN Free Trade 
Area) by the year 2000,” he 
said. 

ASEAN states, he added, 
had to “take some risk with 
our overprotected domestic 
industries if we are not to be 
left behind." 

ASEAN members said that 
speeding up implementation 
of AFTA was desirable but 
presented some challenges, 
related to the wide divergen- 
cies in the economies of 
member states and their 
strong domestic industry lob- 
bies. 

"If we can have it faster, so 
much the better.” Indonesian 
Foreign Minister Ali Alatas 
said. 


“The year 2003 is merely 
indicative. The sooner the 
elimination of trade barriers 
is completed, the sooner we 
can reap the benefits," Thai 
Foreign Minister Kasem 
Kasemsri told the confer- 
ence. 


Speeding up the program- 
me would put greater press- 
ure on ASEAN's latest entiy, 
■Vietnam, which has teen 
given until 2006 to catch up 
with other members because 
it is still in a transition to a 
market economy. 

But ASEAN states said 
this was no obstacle and they 
had always anticipated a two- 
speed process as potential 
new members Burma, Cam- 
bodia and Laos prepare to 
join into a Southeast Asia 
community of 10 by the year 
2000. 


Malaysian Foreign Minis- 
ter Abdullah Ahmad fiadawi 
said he foresaw no immediate 
problems. “Vietnam, will be 
able to catch up. They're 
hard-working people.” he 
said. 


There would be a “ period 
of adjustment for those join- 
ing later," said the Malaysian 
ministry's secretary-general. 
Ahmad Kamil Jaafar. 

ASEAN now groups 
Brunei, Indonesia, Malaysia, 
the Philippines, Singapore, 
Thailand and Vietnam. Cam- 
bodia this week joined Laos 
as an official observer. Bur- 
ma is attending for the 
second year as a guest of the 
host government. 

Laotioan Foreign Minister 
Somsavath Lengsavad 
announced Saturday that his 


country wanted to become a 
member by 1997. 

The sultan meanwhile 
urged the group to remain 
.vigilant in maintaining the 
peace and stability that has 
allowed it to prosper. “We 
cannot relax our effort to 
maintain Southeast Asia as a 
zone of peace,” he held. 

He called on ASEAN to 
anticipate problems and not 
wait for them to happen. 

“The post-cold war war 
honeymoon phase is over," 
he said, citing potential prob- 
lems over human rights, 
democracy, trade, intellec- 
tual property rights and in- 
vestments. 

He also mentioned possi- 
ble problems over "rights of 
sea and air passage which 
have been challenged,*' 
apparently referring to ter- 
ritorial disputes involving 
ASEAN members and out- 
siders. 

Brunei, Malaysia, the Phi- 
lippines, Vietnam, China and 
Taiwan are involved in a dis- 
pute over the Spratly islands 
in the South China Sea. 

The ASEAN ministers 
were scheduled to hold 
closed-door sessions later 
Saturday and all day Sunday. 
On Tuesday, the ASEAN 
Regional Forum is to hold its 
second annual meeting, 
bringing 19 countries 
together to discuss security 
issues. 

On Wednesday and Thurs- 
day, the ASEAN states will 
hold their annual dialogue 
with major trading partners 
Japan, the United States, 
Australia, New Zealand, the 
European Union, South 
Korea and Canada. 


Oman boosts oil output to record level 


MUSCAT (AFP) — Oman 
has introduced advanced 
technology to boost crude 
production to its highest level 
since the Gulf state disco- 
vered oil nearly two decades 
ago, an official report said on 
Saturday. 

Production peaked at 
853,000 barrels per day (bpd) 
bjPihe end of May compared 
with an average 800,000 bpd 

in' ‘tOQA cairf ‘The rennrf hv 


in; 3994, sa# the report by 
Ohfkn Petroleum Develop- 
ment (OPD), which controls 
the country’s energy' sector. 

OPD alone produced 
around 804,000 bpd in May 
while the rest came from 
foreign oil companies operat- 
ing in Oman, it said. 

"Production by the com- 
pany readied a record level 
in the week that ended on 
May 24, standing at 811,000. 
bpd. The company has 


achieved the production 
target it had set early this 
year” the report said. 

It put crude reserves at 
around 4.94 billion barrels 
and gas at 600 billion cubic 
metres. 

According to the report, 
OPD has introduced the adv- 
anced horizontal drilling 
techniques, which costs more 
than the vertical drilling but. 
Welds as much as four times. 
The horizontal technique was 
employed in about 90 per 
cent of the development wells 
drilled recently, it said. 

Oman is not a member of 
the Organisation of Pet- 
roleum Exporting Countries 
(OPEC) but it has played a 
leading role in bridging the 
gap between the 12-natiOn' 
cartel and independent oil 
producers on output and pric- 
ing policies. 


Despite a steady increase 
in Oman's crude production, 
reserves have sharply in- 
creased over the past decade 
after major discoveries. 

Early this month, the gov- 
ernment granted a new con- 
cession to the French Total 
company with an area of 
26,000 sqpare kilometres. 

“More concessions will be 
offered to oil companies in 
the next few months. This 
will hopefully boost our 
crude reserves,” an official 
told AFP. 

Oman is also planning to 
build an $8 billion gas li- 
quefaction plant with an out- 
put capacity of around six 
million tonnes per year. It 
will be its first LNG project 
and the third in the Gulf after 
that in the United Arab Emi- 
rates (UAE) and a planned 
complex in Qatar. 


THE Daily Crossword by William Canine 


ACROSS 
1 Bridges 
5 Dunderhead 
8 Relinquish, as 
an office 

13 Hebrew 
measure 

14 Cork site 

16 Equivocate 

17 Beverage nut 

18 British P.M.. 
once 

19 More elegant 

20 Harrow rival 

21 Mexican 
emperor 

23 Washington 

25 Elvis to some 

26 NFL Hall-of- 
Famer Bobby 

28 Insect 

33 Rich Little, for 
one 

36 Cobras 

38 Bassoon cousin 

39 Embarrassed 

41 John and Yoko 

43 Ostentation 

44 Buddhist monk 

46 Long-running 
Broadway play 

47 Notorious 
bloodsucker 

49 Loire Valley 
-ogion 

51 Augury 

53 Combines 

57 Infamous 
inquisitor 

62 Alien pref 

63 "Hiroshima. Mon 
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Puzzle solved: 


64' Borodm prince 

65 Preminger 

66 Craved 

67 Rough-hewn 

68 Allowance for 
waste 

55 Babble on 

70 Woodsman's 
fool 

?1 All — (acutely 
attentive) 


DOWN 

1 Bantered 

2 Overact 

3 Lawbreaker 


4 Composer of 
rhapsodies 

5 Proper 

6 Verdi heroine 

7 College chiefs 

8 Pollute 

9 Wickedness 

10 "The — Love" 

1 1 The very — 1 

12 Fork-tailed bird 
15 Novelist 

Bagnotd 

22 Telegraph man 
24 Apiece 
27 Nothing in 
Nogales 

29 Woeful kmghf 

30 — Ben Adhem 

31 Not upper-class, 
m' England 

32 Hardy hero/ne 

33 Trading center 

34 Long-billed bird 

35 Jane lo Tarran 
37 Blueprint 

40 — figs 
42 Gaseous 
element 
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1 A 
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45 Central 

American capital 
48 Fount 
50 Successor lo 
21A 

52 Arab prince 

54 Tropical fish 

55 Staae direction 


56 Smudofs 

57 Pack down 
56 — Khayyam 
59 Columnist 

Barrel! 

6C Bow oul 
Gt Connecticut 
senior 


Kuwaiti Islamic 
firm to launch 
property fund 


KUWAIT (R) — The Inter- 
national Investor (Til), a 
Kuwaiti Islamic finance Arm, 
said on Saturday it would 
launch a $43.3 million fund 
for investment m property 
that it would buy from the 
state. 

“The fund’s capital 
amounts to 13 million mnars 
(S43.3 million) with 13 mil- 
lion units of one dinar 
($3.3),” TH said in a state- 
ment announcing the August 
5 launch. 

“The fund will buy a num- 
ber of commercial and invest- 
ment properties that ftave 
been determined in negotia- 
tion with the Kuwait invest- 
ment authority,” it said, re- 
ferring to the government's 
investment arm KIA. 

The government in 1991 
announced wide-ranging 
plans to sell the KIA-'s stake 
in about 60 local concents 
and -state services to revive 
the sluggish economy, ex- 
pand the private sector's role 
in the economy and replenish 
Gulf war-drained state cof- 
fers. 

TTI said the fund would be 
managed by Til but mar- 
keted by Kuwait Finance 
House (KFH), the country's 
biggest Islamic finance com- 
pany. 

The fund will be run 
according to Islamic finance 
rules under which profits are 
shared with investors in place 
of interest payments, which 
are banned, it said. 


World oil 
prices lower 


LONDON (R) — World oil 
prices fell late on Friday as a 
rally in the U.S. faded but 
failed to dent a consolidation 
of gains achieved earlier in 
the week. 

September London futures 
for Benchmark North Sea 
Brent blend closed down 10 
cents at $16.01 a barrel. 

“A close above $15.96/ 
$15.98 means Brent is still in 
a higher range, but it’s not 
explosively bullish,” said Alt- 
tair Harris of London Broker 
Mees Pierson. 

' Traders said- U;S.*demand. 
Tor Transatlantic crude im- 
ports remained a key factor 
after a large weekly draw in 
U.S. crude stocks sparked 
Brent’s recovery from Mon- 
day’s 10-month lows. 

U.S. cmde stocks now 
around 20 million barrels 
lower than a year ago may 
have reached a floor. 

"We may be getting very 
clever at living with low 
stocks nowadays, but it can't 
go on for ever," one trader 
with a U.S. refining company, 
said. 

Mild early losses on Friday 
were reversed when news of a 
fire at a Texan oil refining 
unit gave U.S. gasoline mar- 
kets a lift. 

Four fires at U.S. Gulf 
Coast Refineries over the 
past two weeks have helped 
revive western petroleum 
products matkets. 

But Friday's rally was 
short-livedas plentiful sup- 
plies of gasoline in the U.S. 
at the height of the summer 
driving season exerted down- 
ward pressure on prices. 


Coffee 


prices 

slide 


LONDON (R) — Coffee 
prices extended r. slide on 
Friday, surrendering gains 
made earlier this week when 
Brazil and other producer na- 
tions struck a deal to try to 
curb exports. 

London September- 
delivery robusta futures en- 
ded at $2,685 per tonne, 
down from almost $2,825 on 
Wednesday, as speculators 
took profits. 

Wednesday's advance in 
coffee prices followed news 
that the Association of- Cof- 
fee Producing Countries 
(ACPC) had set a limit on 
exports of 60.4 million bags 
for the year to June 1996. 

The price new compares 
with $2,700 on the eve of the 
ACPC talks. But analysts add 
that an expectation that the 
producers would act had 
been built in to that price. 

Prices are also still well 
above early July values that 
were scarcely 'higher than 
$2,000 before Brazil and Col- 
ombia. the biggest exporters, 
put together the groundwork 
for this week's ACPC accord. 

“The supply side look in- 
creasingly tight over coming 
months,” said brokerage 
GNI. 


Major global pact on financial services endorsed 4, 


GENEVA (AP) — Wirh the 
United States sitting on the 
sidelines, the world's key 
trading' nations formally 
agreed Friday to make it 
easier for. banks, insurance 
companies and securities - 
firms to do business globally. 

Trade analysts say the most 
visible effect in many coun- 
tries will be the appearance 
of more foreign banks, secur- 
ities firms and insurance com- 
panies. 

The /accord, which had 
teen in the works for years, 
came after Japan and South 
Korea agreed Wednesday to 
participate. They had balked 
previously, saying an accord 
without the United States 
would give-U.S. companies a 
free ride on world markets. 

It was the first trade pact 
completed under the World 
Trade Organisation (WTO), 
the new global trade referee 
created on Jan. 1. It was also 
the first major trade agree- 
ment since World War II that 
lacked foil American parti- 
cipation. 

The WTO's director- 
general, Renato Ruggiero, 
applauded* the deal as a "step 
towards a more integrated 
world and a better globalised 
economy.” He conceded, 
however, that the American : 
lack of participation meant 
the accord could be only 
"second best.” 

The United States with- 
drew from negotiations in_ 
June because it wanted to~ 
reserve the right to close its 
markets to countries it be- 


lieves are too protectionist 
and use trade sanctions 
against them. The U.S. finan- 
cial services market is already 
relatively open. 

American businesses will 
still benefit from the deal 
because it will apply to the 
more than 100 members of 
the World Trade Organisa- 
tion — including the United 
States, Japan, Canada and ' 
the European Union, the 
world's four major traders. 

Under the accord made 
formal on Friday, more than 
'40 key trading countries — 
including Japan and the 
European Union — commit- 
ted themselves 'to the so- 
called most-favoured-nation 
principle in extending access 
to their markets in banking, 
insurance and securities. 

That means that the be- 
nefits have to be extended to 
other countries with most- 
favoured-nation status as 
well. The United States has 
extended rights on a country- 
by-country basis, but refused 
to grant blanket access. 

"Before we decided to en- 
ter the agreement, we really 
were trying to get as many 
other countries as possible to 
join, including, of course, the 
United States,” said 
Japanese finance ministry 
official Norihiro Tafcasugi. 
"Without the United States, 
the agreement is diminished 
somewhat." 

Financial services, consi- 
dered an enormous and 
growing world market, were 
excluded from a global trade 


pact in 1993 because the Un- 
ited States felt some develop- 
ing countries had failed to 
open their markets sufficient- 
ly. 


.The developing nations 
argued they needed more 
time to build up their domes- 
tic markets before opening 
them up to foreign competi- 
tion. 

The United States had 
seemed on its way to agreeing 
to the accord but pulled out 
after opposition mounted 
from U.S. business interests 
and the Congress. 

The accord expires at the 
end of 1997, by which time a 
permanent agreement is to be 
negotiated. U.S. Treasury 
Secretary Robert Rubin said 
the United States would par- 
ticipate in those talks. 

The accord was welcomed 
in Asia and in Europe. 

British Trade Secretary lan 
Lang called it "tremendous 
news for Britain ... good 
news, too, for the European 
Union ... and good for' the 


world trading system. 

Michael Cartland, the 
Hong Kong governments 
chief of financial services, 
lamented the U-Sr pullout 
but said “at least this result 
brings everyone else 
together, and that s better 
than nothing, better than a 
breakdown." 


The deal does not include 

the huge markets of China 

and Russia, which are still 
negotiating membership m 
the WTO. 

In- the action Friday, the 
following WTO members 
agreed to ratify the accord by 
•June 30. 1996: Australia, 
Brazil, Canada, Chile. Czech 
Republic, Dominican Repub- 
lic, Egypt, Hong Kong, Hun- 
gary, India, Indonesia, 
Japan, Korea, Kuwait, 
Malaysia, Mexico, Morocco, 
Norway, Pakistan, the Philip- 

S ines, Poland, Singapore, 
lovak Republic, South Afri-. 
ca, Switzerland, Thailand, 
Turkey, Venezuela, and the 
15 countries of the European 
Union. 


FORECAST FOR SUNDAY, JULY 29, 1995 

By Thomas S. Pierson. Astrologer, Carroll Righter Foundation 


ARIES: (March 21 to April 19) Look to a friend who is an original 
thinker for the help you need to become more successful today. Be 
clever in gaining a desired wish. 


TAURUS: (April 20 to May 3)) Plan how to gain more prestige 
where it is of greatest value to you, and later today join with good 
friends. 


GEMINI: (May21 to June 21) Gain better philosophical understand- 
ing this morning, and then you can be with friends for a delightful 
time. 


MOON CHILDREN: (June 22 to July 21) Do something charming 
for your mate this morning, then you can be off with congenial 
friends and have fun. 


LEO: (July 22 to August 21) Get it touch with fascinating individuals 
today you want to be in your life. Be more willing to go along with 
.their ideas and .- be .happy. I 

VIRGO: (August 22 to September 22) Some special thought for a 
shut-in would be great) jr;appreriated. Then be with partners and 
enjoy their company. 

LIBRA: (September 23 to October 22) Early today plan amuse- 
ments, and get busy at duties ahead of you and complete them. Show 
your mate that you have a sense of humour. 

SCORPIO: (October 23 to November 21) Use more enthusiasm with 
your loved ones this morning and take them out for amusements 
later today and be happier together. 

SAGITTARIUS: (November 22 to December 21) Take time today to 
study those new ideas you get before relaxing with your family. Take 
a little trip with dose friends and family. 


CAPRICORN: (December 22 to January 20) You get a fine idea how 
to increase your abundance during the daytime, and later tonight 
you can start the wheels rolling in the right direction. 


AQUAIUU5: (January 21 lo February 19) You gel unusually fine 
ideas this morning, so plan how to put them in operation quickly and 
get good resulu. 


PISCES: (February 20 to March 20) You are highly inspired today 
how to gain your finest goals so do something about them and gain 
advice from an expert. , 


Birthstone of July: Ruby — Tiger's Eye 
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The better half* 

By Gla sbergen 
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“Our phone isn’t out of order — 
you’re tafking into the VCR remote!” 


THAT SCRAMBLED WORD GAME 
$ by Henri Amok! and MHw Arglribn 


Unscramble these four Jumbles, 
one letter to each square, to form 
four ordinary words. 


,SWOHE 
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. A- 



_J 



{HELSINKI] . 
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MENU 



ICE 
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WHERE THE 
^CANPItWIAN 
MARATHON ENDER 


PLA1CH 




' > 


Now arrange the circled letters to 
form the surprise answer, as sug- 
gested by the above cartoon. 


a t e “ txmTrr mm 


Saturday’s 


.(Answers tomorrow) 

Jumbles: BLIMP FACET BEAFEN VERBAL 
Answer Why the contortionist could rwt fail — 

HE WAS BENT ON FAME 


& 


Peanuts 









Andy Capp 
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Mutt'n’Jeff 


JEFr^ ITS 
CHANCE TO 
A KILLING/ 
HAVE SOME 
MONEY - 

andm 


a > YOU HEARD 
MAKE J ABOUT TIGHT 
ybu J MONEY WELL. 
MINE'S 

tighter than 

V A BAR.TLY/ ^ 



LOOK, THESE W SORRY 

stocks are at ] mutt r 

THEIR LOWEST NOW. J invest my 
ANY DAY Now/ TAXES/ 
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Forged 

permits for 

trucks 

threaten 

transport 

sector 


M inistry of Transport 
officials have con- 
finned that several forged 
permits used by trucks to 
transit Jordan on their way 
to Arab Gulf countries 
were discovered. The offi- 
cials, who were stationed 
at border crossing points 
in the north and south of 
the Kingdom for a 24-hour 
period, said out of 18 for- 
eign-registered trucks 
crossing the borders to the 
Gulf countries, only one 
had an authentic permit 
while the rest had forged 
permits. The issue surfaced 
after Jordanian truckers 
complained that foreign 
truckers were using forged 
papers to cross Jordan into 
the neighbouring coun- 
tries, thus hurting their 
business. A Jordanian 
transport office was noti- 
fied of this fact by its 
branch in Dubai, in the 
United Arab Emirates, 
complaining that the large 
number of foreign trucks 
were posing a great danger 
to the Jordanian transport 
sector and national econ- 
omy as a whole. Officials 
granting permits at the. 
ministry, who confirmed 
the forgeries, said they 
were granting only one or 
two permits a day to for- 
eign truckers and five to 
Jordanian counterparts. 
Another ministry official 
said all forged documents 
jWere referred to the 
Prosecutor-General for in- 
vestigation. Director of the 
North Refrigerated Trucks 
Services Company Abdul 
Rahim A1 Jammal called 
on the government to 
clamp down on all forgery 
cases which, he said, harm 
the Kingdom's transport 
sector and national econ- 
omy. Mr. Jammal blamed 
the ministry for not doing 
enough to deal with the is- 
sue, noting that last year, 
103 forged permits were 
referred to it but did 
nothing about them (A1 
Dustour). 


** The Ministry of 
Education has allocated 
funds enough to gram 600 
teachers loans to establish 
housing units during this 
year. Director of the min- 
istry's Teachers' Housing 
Fund Hamdan A1 Dib'i 
Said. Mr. Dib'i said the 
ministry will soon an- 
nounce the names of the 
second group of beneficia- 
ries, expected to total 200. 
He said the first group of 
beneficiaries totalled 90 
teachers who obtained 
loans worth JD 1 ,301,000 
during June. Saying the 
second group will include 
teachers appointed in 1968 
and 1969, Mr. Dib'i added 
that this group will finish 
all the paper work to ob- 
tain the loans at the begin- 
ning of August (A1 Ra’i). 


** The Amman Chamber, 
of Industry recently re- 
ceived a list from the 
Ministry of Finance defin- 
ing Jordanian goods that 
can benefit from customs 
reductions in Japan in ac- 
cordance with preferential 
treatment systems adopted 
„ by advanced countries to 
''fi help developing ones (A1 
4 Ra’O. 



BCCI appeal trial set to resume 


ABU DHABI (AFP) — 
Several defendants in the 
BCCI case are to reappear in 
court in the United Arab 
Emirates (UAE) capital on 
Sunday for a fresh appeal 
session. 

Court sources said the trial 
at the Abu Dhabi criminal 
court would again be held 
behind dosed doors and 10 for- 
mer executives of the li- 
quidated Bank of Credit and 
Commerce International 
were to attend. 

Three others are being 
tried in absentia: former chief 
executive, Mohammad 
Swaleh Naqvi, BCCI founder 
Agha Hassan Abedi and for- 
mer treasurer Ziauddin Alt 
Akbar. all of Pakistani ori- 
gin. 

The defendants were con- 
victed in 1993 of several 
charges including embezzle- 
ment, forgery . . breach of 


trust, dissipation of funds, 
irregular allocation of di- 
vidends and other offences. 

They were sentenced in 
1994 to prison terms ranging 
between three and 14 years 
and ordered to pay around $9 
billion in damages to UAE _ 
President Zayed Ibn Sultan 
A1 Nahayan and other BCCI 
owners. 

Hearings resumed after 
both the prosecution and de- 
fence appealed against the 
verdicts, with the former 
seeking tougher punishment. 

Three of the defendants 
are still in jail while five 
others have been released af- 
ter completing their prison 
terms. Another executive 
was set free for health 
reasons while one defendant 
was acquitted. 

All of them were to appear 
in court and those released 


have been barred irom leav- 
ing the country. 

Mr. Naqvi was sentenced 
to 14 years m jail just after he 
was handed over to the Un- 
ited States to stand trial in 
connection with the BCCI 
collapse. He was sentenced 
for 11 years in prison by a 
Washington court last year. 

Mr. Abedi has retired to 
his hometown of Lahore 
since he suffered from a 
stroke nearly three years ago. 
while Mr. Akbar was jailed 
for six years by a British court 
in 1993 after he was convicted 
of charges related to the 
BCCI scandal. 

At the last appeal hearing 
on June 14, the Abu Dhabi 
court rejected defence re- 
quests to release the three 
jailed defendants on health 
grounds. The adjoummnet 
was to allow prosecution and 


defence to present more 
documents. 

BCCI was shut down in 
July 1991 after allegations of 
massive fraud involving near- 
ly half its assets of more than 
520 billion. 

Its closure and subsequent 
liquidation triggered a major 
financial scandal and sent 
shock waves through banks, 
mainly in the Gulf. 

More than 250,000 deposi- 
tors are still awaiting the 
promised 30-40 per cent com- 
pensation after an appeal by 
four creditors at a Luxum- 
bourg court this year blocked 
disbursements. The court is 
due to consider the appeal in 
October. 

Abu Dhabi, the main oil- 
producing emirate in the 
UAE, owned 77 per cent of 
BCCI, which was one of the 
leading financial institutions 
in the world. 


Journalist wins libel case against government 


LONDON (AFP) — A Brit- 
ish journalist won a libel case 
Friday against the British 
government when the High 
Court ruled that ministers in 
the Department of Trade and 
Industry had inaccurately 
assessed his report into the 
trade of instruments of tor- 
ture. 

Martyn Gregory was 
awarded 40.00U pounds 
(S64.000) damages and 
15.000 pounds (S24.000) 
costs by the High Court, after 
the government climbed 
down over remarks made on 
the report by Trade and In- 


dustry Secretary Michael 
Heseltin and two other minis- 
ters. 

The ministry called the re- 
port “contrived” and 
“scaremongering" prompting 
Mr. Gregory's legal action. 

“I am delighted the gov- 
ernment has agreed that the 
letters writren by Heseltine 
and his ministers were libel- 
lous nonsense." Mr. Gregory 
said. 

“This is an important vic- 
tory for investigative journal- 
ism over a government that 
seems to have lost its moral 
authority. So much for the 


‘sword of truth." 

The Channel 4 
documentary quoted em- 
ployees at British Aerospace 
and International Procure- 
ment Services among others 
as saying the companies had 
supplied certain equipment, 
including instruments cap- 
able of producing electric 
shocks, to countries who 
might use them for torture. 

Mr. Gregory said the sales 
had all proceeded with the 
tacit approval of the British 
government. 

“Instead of investigating 
those who trade in weapons 


that can be used for torture, 
Heseltine and his ministers 
subjected the programme to 
a srream of abuse." Mr. Greg- 
ory said. 

After lashing out at the 
documentary, which was 
screened in January, the 
ministry said it had proof the 
exports, particulatly those to 
Saudi Arabia and China, had 
not taken place. 

But it was forced to recog- 
nise by the High Court ruling 
that Mr. Gregory's investiga- 
tion had been thoroughly 
conducted, and that its critic- 
ism therefore was unjustified. 


Lebanon expects large payments surplus 


BEIRUT (R) — Lebanon’s 
Central Bank governor said 
in remarks published on 
Saturday he expected a ba- 
lance of payments surplus in 
June and July would cancel a 
$500 million deficit registered 
in the first five months of 
1995. 

“It is true that the balance 
of payments registered a de- 
ficit of $500 million in the 


first five months but there is 
nothing to prove that this 
trend is irreversible or a con- 
tinuous, one.” Riad Salameh 
told the bi-weekly magazine 
Al Mouasher. 

“I think that the months of 
June and July will post a 
surplus which may cover all 
the deficit in the first five 
months." 

Mr. Salameh said expendi- 


tures on infrastructural pro- 
jects including airport, elec- 
tricity and water were re- 
sponsible for $300 million of 
the January-May deficit. 

He said Lebanon’s net 
domestic debt of $5 billion 
stood at about 60 per cent of 
gross domestic product while 
■the ratio in some industrial- 


ised countries was as high as 
70 per cent. 

“Our external debt calcu- 
lated at 5811 million plus the 
newly issued treasury bonds 
in dollar worth $300 mil- 
lion... makes the least exter- 
nal debt among countries of 
the Middle East,” Mr. 
Salameh said. 
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FURNISHED apartment 
FOR RENT 

In Shmeisani, 3 bedrooms, 
2 bathrooms, ground floor, 
280 sq.m.. 

Other apartments and 
villas furnished / 
unfurnished / for rent & 
sale. 

Abdoun Real Estate, 

Tel. 810605, 810609, 810520 


DOLLAR 

RENTA CAR 

Make Car 
Rental Simple 

Shmeisani 
• Tel 693399 


A SECURE 

Hotel 

Swelflyeh 


Ist.O.TELl 

-SECURITY 
^HOSPfTALTTY 
^GASTRONOMY 


Cafe' 

Hamburgers + Pizzas 

ELITE CAFE’ 

Sweifiyeh 


[All Suites Hotel I 

FLAT .O. TEL 
4, IjSnl 4. jL ai Laiatft 
laafck gy u ** i A&jLtfi 

1863944 - 8*16690] 


STUDIO 

Professio n al 
1 Hour Service 

Develop your odour film at 
our shop and gec- 

• JUMBO photo 


• Pfom motor** 

moot 20 m 30 cm 


Bank. Phone: 
Swefieh XtA: 823891 


' jUdUJ | 

FOR RENT 


| Deluxe ViDas I 
^Apartments] 
|faiAmman| 

SanabeS 

REAL ESTATE 

T«L 864230 
Fax. 864231 


For Rent 


^.Deluxe Furnished ^ 

c c 

crand Unfurnished tr 

i— i— 

^Villas apartments £ 
©and office Space © 

ICC CE 

o To Suit -all Budgets o 

681113 688816 

For Rent - For Rent 





RENT A CAR 



ABDOUN 

8-19676- 



Fascinating and powerful 
Halogen lamps From 

OSRAM 



MIWVER - J : i!mI 

Tel: 613746- 613622 
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SZECHWAN BARBERS 
CHINESE RESTAURANT 


Qpmll-JB-iXttoeO-Hi+VK 
| TMdb mwmy it avaffaM* 

Lta Uftwnah CfemiMrctf Canto 

T4L 881174 

lasted dhvtfsut^g 


faints 

MING-SHING 
Chinese Restaurant I 

The Best Cooking. 

Best Service, 

Best Atmosphere in Amman| 
Deir Ghbar - American 
| Embassy Str. near Baytune^ 
Housing Estate 
| Open from: 

12 noon - 3:30 am. 

6:30 - 11:30 pm 

* ToL- Affisfe 



Quality Furnished Suites 


One and Two Bedrooms 
Resonable Rates For 
Short or Long Stay 


5th Circle - 692672 


fa&NlfAUmiT 
■ SEapctfiold 




UP TO 50% 


BADIA BOUTIQUE I 

Ext: Ranbow Si. 

Tel: 657094 
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Pedroso breaks long jump world 
record at Italian athletics meet 


SESTRIERE, Italy (AFP) — 
Ivan Pedroso of Cuba leapt 
into history here Saturday 
when he long jumped 8.96m 
to break Mike Powell's world 
record. 

But four-times world pole 
vault champion Sergey Bub- 
ka of Ukraine, with three 
unsuccessful attempts at 
6.15m, and Britain's world 
record triple jumper 
Jonathan Edwards both 
failed to take advantage of 
Sestriere's thin air. 

Pedroso, competing in an 
athletics stadium built 2.035 
metres up in the Alps, bet- 
tered by one centimetre the 
8.95m Powell set at the 1991 
World Championships in 
Tokyo where the American 
broke Bob Beamon's legen- 
dary mark of 8.90m that had 
stood since the 1968 Mexico 
City Olympics. 

However, doubts about the 
validity of his record were 
raised because two people 
were standing in front of the 
wind-measuring instrument 
when he jumped. 

Meeting judge Edi Pas- 
quale said the apparatus was 
not shielded from the wind 
and would be asking the In- 
ternational Amateur Athletic 
Federation (IAAF) to ratify 
the record. 

Records only count when 
the following wind is under 
twqt metres per second. The 
wind reached twice that level 
in gusts durign much of the 
meeting but the reading for 
Pedroso's record jump was 
1.2 mps. 

Italian officials were in- 
volved in a controversy at the 
1987 World Championships 
in Rome when it emerged 
that Giovanni Evangelisti's 
bronze medal-winning long 
jump of 8.38m was about 
50cm further than he actually 
jumped. 

The IAAF eventually with- 
drew his medal and placed 
him fourth. 

However, Pedroso was in 
no doubt about an achieve- 
ment that won a $125,000 
Ferrari. 

“The jump was good,” he 


said. “With a bit" of sun I 
would have jumped even 
further. But it probably won't 
be sunny at Gothenburg 
either and that's why I 
approached this competition 
as if it was the World Cham- 
pionships as you have to 
adapt to all types of condi- 
tion." 

“He said he had jumped' 
against his two idols — Carl 
Lewis and Mike Powell. 

“And I have now written 
their names off the record 
book,” he added. 

Both men will probably 
relish the challenge in 
Gothenburg. Powell, beaten 
every time out this year, says 
he needs the motivation from 
jumping against Lewis to 
reach his best. 

Now he has Pedroso. As 
for Lewis, he can never 
accept anyone is superior. 

But it is the Cuban who is 
now the favourite for the 
World Championship gold 
medal, and the keys to a 
winner’s Mercedes. 

Petrol-rationing in Havana 
means he will probably leave 
his luxury cars at Larios in 
Spain where he is based with 
the other top Cuban athletes. 

Bubka was jolted into ac- 
tion by South Africa's Okkert 
Brits, 22 next Wednesday, 
who became only the third 
man to vault six metres. 

Bubka, jumped fim for the 
39th time and the two men 
then attacked the bar at 
6.15m, one centimetre higher 
than the record Bubka set 
here last year to claim a 1994 
Ferrari. 

Brits never got near and 
withdrew after only one 
attempt while Bubka missed 
with all three attempts. 

Radion Gataullin of Rus- 
sia, who vaulted 6.02m in- 
doors in 1989, is the only 
other man to have cleared six 
metres. 

Edwards, who has broken 
the 18m barrier four times 
this season only to be denied 
by an illegal following wind 
each time, jumped a wind- 
aided 17.58m. 

He added a centimetre tc 



Cuba’s Ivan. Pedroso sets the new world long jump record of 8.96 metres' 
at an athletics meeting in the Italian bigb-altitude ski resort of Sestriere 


(Reuters photo) 

Willie Banks’ 1985 record of 
17.97m when he jumped 
17.98m at Salamanca in Spain 
on July 18. 

He twice beat the 60ft bar- 
rier at Lille in June with a 


best of 18.43m. 

The 22-year-old Pedroso, 
unbeaten this season, had 
reached a personal best of 
S.80m at Lisbon in June. 


Beamon’s jump, also 
helped by the effects of alti-* 
tude, went almost unnoticed 
and it was almost the same 
here as a mist reduced visibil- 
ity to the length of the long 
jump runway. 


Johnson, Morceli are likely to 
dominate World Championships 


GOTEBORG, Sweden (AP) 
— One is a powerful sprinter 
from the United States, the 
other a slightly built distance 
runner from Algeria. 
Together, they have domin- 
ated men’s athletics like few 
ever have./ 

'Michael Johnson, aiming 
for an unprecedented sprint 
double, and Noureddine 
Morceli, perhaps the greatest 
middle-distance runner of all- 
time, will be the stars to 
watch at the World Cham- 
pionships starting Aug. 4. 

About 1.900 athletes from 
193 countries will be compet- 
ing at the Fifth World Cham- 
pionships, including most of 
the big names. Some, includ- 
ing Johnson and Morceli. 
already have a bunch of ti- 
tles. 

Carl Lewis, who has three 
world 100-metre titles, failed 
to qualify for the sprint this 
year but will compete in the 
long jump against two-time 
defending champion Mike 
Powell. Lewis, succeeded as 
sprint champion by Britain's 
Linford Christie, also has two 
long jump titles. 

Sergei Bubka goes for his 
fifth straight pole vault title 
and Dan O'Brien for his third 
consecutive decathlon cham- 
pionship. Jackie Joyner- 
Kersee aims to add to her two 
titles in the long jump and 
two titles in the heptathlon. 

But Johnson and Morceli 
look capable of something 
even greater than simply de- 
fending their titles. 

While the American seeks 
to become the first man ever 
to sweep the 200 and 400 
metres. Morceli is in shape to 
break his own world record in 
the 1.5(H) (he also holds world . 
records for the mile. 2.000 
and 3.000V 

Although Johnson doesn’t 
hold an outdoor world record 
yet, he is gening closer to 



Michael Johnson 

Pietro Mennea's 19.72 
seconds for the 200, set back 
in 1979 at altitude, and Butch 
Reynolds' 400 time of 43.28. 
clocked seven years ago. 

Johnson has won 200- 
metre races ail over Europe 
in the run-up to Goteborg. 
including a wind-aided 19.96 
in Lausanne on July 5 against 
a field that included some of 
his world championship riv- 
als: Christie and defending 
champion Frankie Fredericks 
of Namibia. 

He is unbeaten in 45 races 
at 400 metres and left world 
record-holder Reynolds well 
back at the Bislett Games at 
Oslo on July 21 in a t ime of 
43JJ6 seconds. 

“There are a lot of people 
who want to see me trying to 
do something no one has ever 
done.” Johnson said. “I’m in 
very good form. I'm sharp 
right now." 


Morceli. who is trying to 
beat every world mark from 
800 to 10.000 metres, has 
been in record-breaking form 
this season. 

The Algerian broke his 
own 1.500-merre mark in 
Nice two weeks ago. running 
3:27.37 and bettered the 
2.000-metTe record with a 
4:47.88 clocking at the begin- 
ning of July. At Monre Carlo 
on Tuesday, he nearly beat 
the 1.500 mark again, run- 
ning 3:27.52 with no one 
challenging him for the last 
700 metres. 

The run in Nice carved 
1.49 seconds off his previous 
record and Morceli now has 
run the distance more than 
two seconds faster than any- 
one else in history. 

“All mv records are ore- 
cious to me.” said the Alge- 
rian. who has gradually 
erased the famed Moroccan, 


Said Aouita, from the record 
books. “But the 1,500 is very 
special." 

The only man in Morceli’s ' 
class this year has been 
Burundian sensation Venuste 
Niyongabo. 

Niyongabo has entered 
both the 1.500 and 5.000 
events for the worlds. With 
Morceli expected ro run the 
1 ,500, they may not face each 
other. 

Johnson is npt the only 
athlete attempting a double. 

Marie-Jose Perec of 
France, champion over 400 
metres in 1991 , hopes to capi- 
talise on the absence of in- 
jured hurdler Sally Gunnell 
to win both the 400 and 400 
hurdles. 

Russian sprinter Irina. Pri- 
valova is going for Jr.c.lOO 
and 200 _ double. At one 
stage, she' said she was keen to 
add the 400 as well but has 
only entered the shorter 
races. 

But Gail Devers. who won 
both the 100 and 100-metre 
hurdles at the last worlds in 
Stuttgart two years ago. is 
defending only her hurdles 
title. 

That means the women's 
100 will have a new champion 
with the battle featuring 
three of the greats. Jamaica's 
Merlene Ottey. Gwen Torr- 
ence of the United States and 
Privalova. 

Christie’s main rival in the 
men’s 100 appears to be a 
Canadian, rather than an 
American. 

Donovan Bailey has the 
best time of the year. 9.91, 
set in the Canadian national 
trials two weeks ago. when 
countryman Bruny Surin ran 
9.97 in the same’ race. 

Mike Marsh, the Olympic 
200-metre titlist. was the sur- 
prise 100 winner at the U.S. 
trials, with Lewis and world 
record-holder Leroy Burrell 
failing to qualify. 


Grobbelaar 
receives 4 
cash bonus 
to boost 
moral 

HARARE, Zimbabwe (AP) 
— Goalkeeper Bruce Grob- 
belaar, charged with match- 
fixing in Britain, has received 
a $1,500 bonus from the Zim- 
babwe government. 

The Southampton and 
Zimbabwe goalie was among 
19 national players awarded 
individual bonuses of 12,000 
Zimbabwe dollars as a 
morale booster ahead of a 
cnidal Africa Cup of Nations 
qualifier on Sunday. 

Sports Minister Witness 
Mangwende said the bonus 
was not conditional on the 
squad winning the match 
against Cameroon in 
Yaounde. He said it was a 
token of appreciation from 
meager government re- 
sources for the players' train- 
ing efforts. 

"This is not enough but we 
will make do with what we 
have.” Mangwende said at a 
cocktail party for the team 
Thursday. 

Zimbabwe must win Sun- 
day's match to secure a place 
in the Africa Cup finals in 
South Africa in January. 

On Monday. British police 
charged Grobbelaar with 
four counts of corruption re- 
lating to alleged match-fixing 
of English premier league 
games. 

He was jointly charged 
with four others, including 
English league players Hans 
Segers and John Fashanu, 
with conspiracy to throw 
matches. 

Zimbabwe finds itself 
needing to win Sunday due in 
part to an informal boycott of 
a previous qualifying match 
against Zaire by Grobbelaar 
and several other Europe- 
based Zimbabwean team- 
mates. 


Hill holds pole positioir 
against Schumacher in 

German Grand Prix 


HOCKENHEIM, Germany 
(AFP) — Britain’s Damon 
Hill in a Williams Renault on 
Saturday confirmed his pole 
position for Sunday’s Ger- 
man Grand Prix against Ger- 
man rival Michael! Schu-, 
macber, in what Hill de- 
scribed as "a very thrilling 
session." 

Scot David Coulthard in 
the other Williams Renault 
was third fastest, one second 
ahead of last year’s winner, 
Aus train Gerhard Berger in a 
Ferrari. 

Hill predicted "a very close 
race agjun, (because) there is 
not a big difference between 
the three of us. 

“It will be a thrilling battle 
for the spectators, hopefully 
to the finish” of the 45 lap 
race," Hill said. 

Hill's pole lap of 1 min. 
44.385 secs., at an average 
speed' of 235.309 kph, was 
nearly half a second better 
than his Friday pole time, but 
just 0.08 second ahead of 
Schumacher. 

Despite support from the 
huge cheering, flag waving, 
and fireworks firing crowds in 
the Hockenheim stadium, 
Schumacher was unable to 
match Hill’s pace when the 
Englishman confirmed the 
pole. 

Hill said ironically that 
“the crowd were delighted 
with my pole position and I 
got a good reception" from 


the fans, who in fact whistled 
and jeered him. 

Schumacher, who has nev- 
er won his home race, said he 

had been too concentrated to 
get an impression from the 
crowds during his qualifying 
laps. 

1 But when his car fell silent , 
running out of fuel in the pit 
entry road, Schumacher said 
he realised the “unbelievable 
support from fans. It gave me 
goosebumps. It fantastic.’* 

Hill’s car has been faster 
through the twisting circuit 
inside the stadium than Schu- 
machers Benetton, which 
has an identical Renault en- 
gine. 

“It’s very difficult to make 
time up on the rest of the 
circuit," consisting of long 
straights and tight chicanes, 
because of the engines, said 
Hill. 

“It’s down to braking (in 
the stadium). The car handles 
beautifully there and I was 
able to take advantage," he . 
said. 

On his final run, with Schu- 
macher still challenging. Hill 
admitted “overdoing it" en- 
tering the stadium and ran off 
the track. The German, 
however, finished his last lap 
slower than his previous best 
time. 

Williams has found a better 
aerodynamic comprise for 
speed on the straights and 
grip in the stadium than Be- 


netton, Schumacher adrait- 

He said he "didn’t expect 
to be so close after y^terday 
and this morning” when he 
was well off the leading pace. 
He noted good improve- 
ments to his car Saturday, but 
conceded “Damon did too 
good a job for me today. 

“We have the night to im- 
prove the car, and we usually 
pick up performance in the 
race," Schumacher said. 

Coulthard, who has raced 
at Hockenheim so frequently 
in Other series that “jts 
almost like a home track, 
said: “I feel HI be strong in 
the race. It’s not too bad to 
be on the second row as it’s 
easier to overtake than on 
some other tracks.” 

“It’s shaping up to be a 
very interesting race," said 
Coulthard - 

Brazilian Rubens Bar- 
richello and Irishman Eddie 
Irvine put their Jordan 
Peugeots into the fifth and 
sixth places, ahead of the 
McLaren Mercedes of Finn 
Mika Hakkinen and Briton 
Mark Blundell. 

Johnny Herbert, who won * 
his first Grand Prix at his 
home race at Silverstone two 
weeks ago, could only qualify 
ninth. “The car lacked grip 
and changes did not help to 
move me forward substantial- 
ly." he said. 


McRae heads for New ' 
Zealand Ralyy hat-trick 


ROTORUA, New Zealand 
(R) — Colin McRae was 
heading for a hat-trick of 
New Zealand Rally victories 
on Saturday as he led by over 
a minute with one day re- 
maining. 

The British driver moved 
clear on the long, twisty 
Motu stage — pushing his 
Subaru Impreza through it 35 
seconds faster than French 
vyprld champion Didier Au- 
riol 1 in. second -place. 

McRae continued ' to set 
fastest times and stretched his 
lead to a minute and three 
seconds over Auriol at the 
end of the third day. 

Even the usually optimistic 
French driver admitted that 
he had little prospect of over- 
hauling McRae's lead on the", 
relatively short and easy final 
day. 

“I’ll keep going, but you 
can’t put McRae under press- 
ure when the gap is a minute 
... 25 seconds yes, but a 
minute is too much," said the 
Toyota driver.! 

If McRae clinches his ex- 
pected victory, it will be his 
fourth world championship 
win — three of them in New 
Zealand. 

“We always knew the third 
day would be our strongest, 
but we never expected to 


finish it with such a big lead," 
he said. 

If auriol and his Toyota 
teammate Juha Kankkunen 
of Finland maintain their 
overnight positions of second 
and third respectively, the 
top of the world cham- 
pionship points table will be 
very dose. 

With three rounds remain- 
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ing. -Auriol would have 51 
points, with Kankkunen and 
Carlos Santz one point be- 
hind. Sainz is not competing 
in New Zealand because of a 
shoulder injury suffered in a 
mountain-bike accident. 

Kankkunen is 31 seconds 
behind Auriol and a safe 36 
seconds ahead of German 
Armin Schwarz in another 
Toyota. 
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World champion Juba Hakkunen of Finland 
trailing McRae in second -place 


GOREN BRIDGE 


WITH OMAR SHARIF 
A TANNAH MRSCH 
eira twin umk Sanucn me 

ANSWERS TO WEEKLY BRIDGE QUIZ 


Q.l — As South, vulnerable, you 
bold- 

*J6 VAK7G2 v Ait 106 *73 
The bfdding has proceeded 
South West North East 

1 C Pam 1 * Pass 

2 v Pass 2 * Pass 
■ * 

What action do you take? 

A. — Partner’ll spade rabid is not 
particularly encouraging, but you 
have s better- than -minimum hand 
rich in quick tricks. Since partner’s 
auction promises a six-card suit, 
your doubleton jack is adequate 
support, so we suggest a raise to 
three spades. 

Q.2 — As South, vulnerable, you 
hold 

*87642 ?Q7 V A 1063 +AJ 
The bidding has proceeded 
North East South West 

Paaa Pass ? 

What action do you take? 

A. — We have no objections to light 
opening bids in third seat, but here 
your queen of hearts is of doubtful 
'value and your suit is miserable. 
Pass, 


Q Neither vulnerable, as South 
you hold 

*K T62 :-KQJBB3 *KQ74 
Partner opens the bidding with two 
no trump. What do you respond? 
A.— Where you belong depends 
entirety on how many sees partner 
holds. If he has four, we would try 
seven no trump: if only three, six no 
trump— there’s no way partner can 
have two fast losers in hearts. The 
way to ask is via the Gerber conven- 
tion: jump to four dubs. 

Q.4 — Both vulnerable, sj South 
you hold: 

*6 7KQ876 AQ103 *Q62 

The bidding has proceeded 
South West North East 
1 Paaa 

What action da ynu take? 

A.— This depends on your meth- 
ods. If you ploy negative doubles, 
then you have to reopen with a dou- 
ble. IT not. there's no reason wbv 
you should take any action. You 
have a minimum opening bid and 
the opponents own the master suit. 


«> any action by you will give' the 
opponents two bites at the cherry. 

Q.5 — Both vulnerable, as South 
you hold 

*J8 -J95 :>A106 +AJ1076 
Tbe bidding has proceeded 
North East South West 

1 * Paaa 2 * P om, 

2 * Paaa 2 NT Pass 

3 - Pass ? 

What do you bid now? 

A - — St *>' *way from three no 
trump. Partner is showing a mini- 
mum band with six spades and four 
hearts, so the only question is 
whether you should bid three 
grade* or four. With two aces and a 
J or eBch of partner’s suits, we 
would opt for four spades. 


s ” u,h - "“™bu 

. 7 JI0866 ->B54 
The b.ddn B h M proceeded 

f“‘ No 

Pass ? 6 Dh 

“otion do you take? 
a.— best's jump to gam* :« 
emptive and partner must h, 

^ 10 flCt al Buch a 
%± Su '-7.’ , *? n * r is aimosi 
tomly void ui diamonds. w e i 
»lnm should, at worst, be on 
ne.we. in which suit? Cue-bi 
diamonds and let partner ciw 
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Sports 

Agassi, Sampras, Wilander move 
into the Montreal Open semifinals 


JORDAN TIMES, SUNDAY, JULY 30 1995 


MONTREAL (R) - Andre 
Agassi and Pete Sampras, the 
top two seeds, won their 
Jtmrterfinaj matches at the 
5L795 million Canadian 
Open Friday but if was tin- 
seeded Mats Wilander who 
stole the show. 

The 1 (End-ranked Wilan- 
der, who was the world’s 
number one player in 1988 
upset fourth-seeded and 
seventh-ranked Yevgeny 
'.Kafelnikov of Russia 7-5, 7-6, 
(7-»). 

. The top-seeded and top- 
ranked Agassi survived a 
tough first-set fight from 
Mahvaj Washington before 
posting a 7-6 (7-5) 6-3 win. 

Second-seeded Pete Sam- 
pras had an even tougher 
first-set battle, coming back 
from CM to capture a 7-6 
(7-3) 6-2 win over seventh- 
seeded Michael Stich of Ger- 
many. 

Twelfth seed Thomas En- 
ovist of Sweden scored a 6-3, 
b~j win over third seed 
Michael Chang to earn a 
semifinal berth against Sam- 
psas. Enqvist -also beat 
Chang in .the final in Phi- 
ladelphia this year in their 
only other meeting. 

, Wilander, whose slower, 
softer style than in yesteryear 
frustrates opponents accu- 
:flomed io a power game, is 
expected to leap up the rank- 
ings to around 60th by virtue 
of his back-to-back victories 
■**er Kafelnikov and eighth- 
ranked Wayne Ferreira here. 

It was the first time Wilan- 


der had beaten two top 10 
players in a row since the 
1988 Australian Open when, 
as the second-ranked player 
in the world, he defeated 
Stefan Edberg in the semifin- 
als and pat cash in the final. 

‘Tin thrilled as hell xo be in 
the semifinals,” Wilander 
said. Now my confidence is 
growing that I can beat top 10 
players and I'm not going to 
be happy losing in the first or 
second rounds anymore.” 
Kafelnikov took a 4-1 lead 
with a service break in the 
second game. But Wilander 
earned the service break back 
when, at 30-40 in tbeniMb 
game, Kafelnikov double - 
faulted, and the Swede won 
the next seven games. 

Wilander served for the 
match at 5-4 in the second set 
but was forced into a tieb- 
reaker, where he wbn the 
final three points. 

The ninth-ranked Stich 
opened playing flawless ten- 
nis to take his 4-0 lead over 
the second-ranked Sampras. 

“I don’t remember a set 
where I came back from two 
breaks,” the American said. 1 
”1 had no business winning- 
that set, but strange things 
happen.” 

Sampras added: “When 
someone's playing that well, 
there’s nothing you can do. I 
just hung in there and he 
came down to earth.” 

Stich crashed in the sixth 
game when he committed 
two double faults to lose 



Pete Sampras 

serve. Using another service 
break in the 10th game, Sam- 
pras was able to push the set 
into a tiebreaker where he 
won the final four points. 
“He didn’t .win the first 


set, I lost it,” Stich said. “I 
gave it to him and gave him 
the match.” 

Stich flung his racket to his 
courtside chair after losing 


his serve in the first g^me of 
the second ser and fell behind 
0-5 before breaking Sampras 
in the sixth game, but 
couldn’t match ' his oppo- 
nent’s first-set comeback. 


War in Bosnia 
spills over into 
Italian soccer 


ROME (R) — The emotions 
of the Bosnian war are spill- 
ing over into Italy’s Serie A 
soccer league, with Serbian 
and Croatian stars locked in a 
bitter verbal exchange over 
who is to blame for the kill- 
ings. 

The league counts nine 
playeis from former Yugosla- 
via, some of them top stars 
like AC Milan ! s Montengnn 
playmaker Dejan Savicevic, 
but most had remained silent 
about the conflict until re- 
cently. 

The row, which has pit 
Savicevic against Croatian 
teammate Zvonimir Bo ban, 
started two weeks ago after 
Serbian Sinisa Mihajlovic ac- 
cused the Italian press of 
putting the sole blame for the 
war on his countrymen. 

*Tve been in Italy for three 
years and I’ve never heard a 
good word said about the 
Serbs. It seems as if we were 
the only ones responsible for 
this war, as if only we were to 
blame,” Mihajlovic told re- 
porters in Rome. 

“But the fact is everybody 
is against everybody in this 
conflict, atrocities are being 
committed by each side. It’s 
horrible," added Mihajlovic, 
26. 

■ The comments by the 
Sampdoria midfielder pola- 
rised Balkan players into two 
camps — those who conde- 
mned the Serbs, and those 
who condemned all the fight- 
ing factions. 


savicevic, while taking a 
more neutral line, appeared 
to side with Mihajlovic when 
he was widely quoted as 
saying the Serbs "had lost the 
image battle" in the interna- 
tional press, and that "every- 
body was to blame.” 

But the league’s top Croa- 
tians — including midfielder 
Bobau and strikers Alen 
Boksic of Lazio and Goran 
Vlaovic of Padova — fired 
back that the Serbs dearly 
bore the brunt of the blame. 

Asked what he thought ab- 
out Savicevic’s remarks, 
Boban told reporters last 
Thursday: "The world has 
already understood who the 
real guilty ones are. In fact, 
within Serbia itself not one 
bullet has ever been shot.” 
Boksic, who slammed the 
U.N. for what he called im- 
potence in Bosnia, was 
■quoted last week as saying: 
“Everybody can see the atro- 
cities the Serbs are commit- 
ting, but now I think they 
have really begun to exagger- 
ate.” 

Vlaovic, a talented young 
Croatian forward whose idol 
is Boksic, said his country’s 
entry into the conflict was. the 
only hope to save Bosnia. 

“Everybody thinks we soc- 
cer players are beyond die 
conflict because we are away 
from home and make a lot of' 
money,” Vlaovic was quoted 
on Saturday as saying in Cor- 
riere Dello Sport daily. 

“But it is impossible to 
forget the war." 


Indy Car driver crashes 

BROOKLYN, Michigan (AP) — Robby Gordon was 
knocked unconscious Friday in a high-speed crash during 
r practice for Sunday’s Marlboro 500 Indy-Car race. The 
26-year-oid Gordon, one of the budding stars of the PPG 
• Cup series, bad to be cut of his car after the hard crash. Dr. 
; Steve Olvey, Indycar’s director of medical affairs, and 
Gordon awoke in the ambulance on the way to the Infield 
Medical Centre. Olvey said Gordon was awake and aleit 
when he was flown by helicopter to hospital for tests. He 
was expected to be kept overnight for observation. Gordon 
appeared to lose control coming off the fourth turn on the 
newly repaved 2-mile (3.2-km), high-banked oval. His 
walker racing Reynard-Ford smashed into the -concrete 
; barrier, skidded onto the main straightaway and stopped 
against the wall. 


Graf 
ready 
to quit 
tennis 


BONN (AFP) — Steffi Graf, 
women's world number one. 
is ready to give tfyr tenlfm I 
because of the cufrent-invees- 
tigation into her financial 
affairs, according to Mon- 
day’s edition of Der Spiegel. 

“She is genuinely thinking 
of retiring,” declared a 
friend. “She has never been 
as close.” 

Graf, who recently won 
Wimbledon for a sixth time, 
will either take the decision 
in the next few weeks or after 
the United States Open id 
SeptmbeR. 

Several of Graf and her 
father Peter's homes were 
raided on May 23 by the 
Mannheim justice depart- 
ment investigating tax eva- 
sion. 

Der Spiegel says her father 
had hidden several million 
marks in revenue derived 
from advertising in front 
companies and under 
assumed names. 

Graf, who unlike other 
German sports stars Boris 
Becker and Michael Schu- 
macher has remained in Ger- 
many, refuted the accusa- 
tions. 

“I am preoccupied with my 
tennis career and 1 left all the 
financial matters in the hands 
of my father and other finan-. 
dal experts,” she said. 

She also repudiated the 
idea that her advisors had ■ 
made any mistakes and felt 
she too would have to leave 
Germany. 

In Der Spiegel her anony- ■ 
mous friend says: “Steffi no 
longer takes pleasure in any- 
thing.” 

According to the magazine 
the ‘Graf Enterprise' paid the 
taxman only 7 million marks 
(55 million from evenue of !35 
million marks (S25 million) in 
the last four years. 

Grafs personal fortune is 
estimated at more than 100 
million marks ($72 million). 



Steffi Graff screams in joy after winning ber 
last Grand Slam title in Wimbledon July 8 


Jordan triumphs in last 
match in Asian women's 
basketball tournament 


By AJeen Bannayan 
from Shizouka 

JORDAN earned a hard- 
fought victory 1 over In- 
donesia Saturday, turning 
their 28-20 first half loss to 
a 58-55 victory to finish 
fifth in Level B at the 16ih 
Asian Basketball Cham- 
pionship for Women 
which concludes Sunday 
in Shizuoka. Japan. 

Ending their first Asian 
partidpation with a win in 
the final match boosted 
the team's morale as they 
were cheered and con- 
gratulated by fans, offi- 
cials and other delega- 
tions. 

Team caprain Rana 
Husseini capped a perfect 
match with 12 points as 
she secured* rebounding 
together with top scorer 
Jumana Salti and Andeira 
Oasesieh. 

Scoring remained close 
at first, but Indonesia re- 
lied on 3-point shooting to 
lead 19-15 and 28-17 be- 
fore Jordan’s Oasesieh 
scored a fascinating 3- 
pointer at the buzzer from 
mid-court ending the first 
half 28-20 for Indonesia. 

Playmaker Hala 
Muheisen led the team 
with her well-known fight- 
ing spirit and together 
with Salti and Husseini 
narrowed the gap to 45-42 
for Indonesia in the 15th 
minute. Jordan then took 
the lead with 11 consecu- 
tive points by Muheisen, 
Salti and Jehane Abdal- 
nour to lead 53-47. 

The final two minures 
were nexve-wvecking as 
Jordan kept the lead 54-51 
while Indonesia tried to 
catch up with 3-pointers. 
But Husseini and Qase- 
sieh secured all rebound- 
ing to give their team- 
mates and coach some 
peace of mind by also 
scoring 4 points to lead 
58-51 before a three- 
pointer by Indonesia. 
However, Jordan held on 


China, South Korea 
qualify to Olympics 

SHIZUOKA, Japan (AFP) — Three-rime defending 
champions China breezed past Taiwan 99-72 on Saturday 
to set up a final encounter against South Korea at the Asian 
women's basketball championships. They both qualify 
automatically for the 1996 Atlanta Olympic Games. 

The Koreans, who defeated China and Japan jo win the 
gold media at the Hiroshima Asian Games last year, 
overwhelmed Kazakhstan 129-56, while Japan trounced 
Kirghizstan 117-41. 

China, South Korea and Japan finished the six-nation 
round robin tournament with 4-1 win-loss records with 
China takign top spot thanks to a better point average 
among the three teams. South Korea second and Japan 
third. 

China and South Korea clinched the places for the 
Atlanta Olympic Games next year, while Japan will take on 
Taiwan in a third-place playoff, vying for the last ticket to 
th e United States. 

☆ Snippets from Shizouka 


■fr Rana Husseini scored 
the first and last point foT 
Jordan in the cham- 
pionship. 

☆ Thailand won the Level 
B title. 

☆ Jordan’s referee Atiyeh 
Wuheidi umpired the 
Korea-Kazakhstan match. 
4 The Kingdom's delega- 
tion will leave Shozuoka 
at 5 a.m. Monday morn- 
ing and arrive in Amman 
via Kuala Lumpur at 5 


a.m. Tuesday. 

Jordan's players dedi- 
cated their win to all those 
who made their trip possi- 
ble and especially their 
Royal Highnesses Crown 
Prince Hass an and Prin- 
cess Sarvath, who contri- 
buted JD 5.000 to cover 

the group's travel ex- 
penses after their fund- 
raising campaign fell short 
of its target. 



Level B Final Standings 




W 

L 

SF 

SA 

Pts. 

Thailand 

5 

— 

356 

215 

10 

Malaysia 

3 

2 

293 

289 

8 

Philippines 

3 

2 

346 

308 

8 

Hong Kong 

3 

2 

296 

296 

8 

Jordan 

1 

4 

224 

352 

6 

Indonesia 

— 

5 

244 

299 

5 


to win 58-55. 

Scoring came as fol- 
lows: Jumana Salti 18, 
Hala Muheisen, 13, Rana 

Husseini 12, Andeira 
Oasesieh 7, Jehane 
Abdelnour 6. Rania Da- 
jani 2. 


* RESULTS: Level A: 
Korea-Kazakhstan 129-56 
Cbina-Taipei 99-72 
Japan-Kyrgizstan 117-41 
In other level B match- 
es: 

Malaysia beat Philippines 
74-72 and Thailand defe- 
ated Hong Kong 84-45. 


America’s soccer run is more 
special considering its history 


NEW YORK (AP) — They 
all remember the bad times. 
There have been so many. 
Those old enough to have 
memories of the American 
national team can close their 
eyes and see empty stadiums, 
or worse, home stadium filled 
with the orber team’s fans. 

There were the struggles 
against the Guatamalas; the 
blowouts by the Engtands. - 

Eric Wynalds can remem- 
ber Czechoslovakia at the 
1990 World Cup. Tab Ramos 
and John Harkes can remem- 
ber El Salvador in 1989. And 
Paul CaJiguiri and John Kerr 
Jr. can see all the way back to 
1985, and elimination at 
home from World Cup qual- 
ifying by Costa Rica. 

All of those trials has made 
the past seven weeks even 
more remarkable for the 
Americans. Thinking back 
just 10 years, never mind the 
65 or more before that, has 
made winning of the U.S. 
Cup over Nigeria, Mexico 
and Colombia, and the ride 
to the semifinals of the Copa 
America over Chile and 
Argentina a super summer. 

“It’s awesome,” was the 
reaction of captain and de-, 
fender Marcelo Balboa, rhe 
American all-time leader 
with 105 caps. "When I 
started in ’88. we would go on 
the field saying *how bad our 
we gonna get beat today.” 


"Now we walk out on the 
field, and teams are being 
intimidated by us." 

"You’ve got (opponents) 
calling you by your first 
name." says Caligiuri, right 
behind Balboa with 103 caps. 
"Before, you didn’t even 
know if they knew your 
name.” 

Save for a few notable up- 
sets. America's international 
record until the last 3-4 years 
has been notorious. After J 
getting to the semifinals of 
the first World cup in 1930 
and the 1-0 upset over Eng- 
land, America's national 
team had been a laughing- 
stock. 

Losses of 10-2 to Chile in 
1963. 10-0 to Brazil in 1963, 
England in '64 and Italy in 
1975. 

More recently, there was 
the 5-1 bombing by Czechos- 
lovakia, the United States' 
first appearance in the World 
Cup in 40 years. But there 
also were games against the 
tiny Concacaf Latin nations 
that make the routs seem 
even worse. 

In 1985. needing only a 
draw against Costa Rica in 
the Los Angeles suburb of 
Torrance, California, to get 
to the second round of World 
Cup qualifying, the United 
States lost 1-0 before a crowd 
of 10.000 — about 99 per cent 


of it Costa Rican. 

In 1989. it had a chance to 
clinch a World Cup berth 
with a victory over already 
eliminated El Salvador. Play- 
ing at home outside St. 
Louis, it played to a miser- 
able 0-0 draw before a crowd 
of less than 10.000. 

Despite reaching the 
second round at the World 
cup last summer, America's 
reputation had gained little! 

Ths summer has done a lot 
to make the Americans take 
a respected place in soccer. 
The 3-2 victory over Nigeria: 
the 4-0 thrashing of Mexico 
followed by a penalty-kick 
victory nearly a month later; 
the 2-1 win over Chile; and — 
the capper — a 3-0 demoli- 
tion of Argentina is a string 
of results unmatched in U.S. 
history. 

’’Not a stretch (of match- 
es),” said Roger Allaway. 
president of the Society for 
American Soccer History, 
trying to recall something 
that came close to the sum- 
mer of 1995. "There have 
been games here and there, 
but the combination of the 
U.S. Cup and Copa America, 
this nine-game streak is un- 
precedented." 

The five victories and one 
draw are not going un- 
noticed. 
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ON TIME! 
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Abu Shaqra introduces a 
new scent: Faconnable 

Rami Abu Shaqra the Director General of the Abu 
Shaqra Trading Agency, held a press conference during 
which he announced the introduction of the new scent 
Faconnable explaining that it has been named after the 
Faconnable fashion firm decause it is the first perfume 
it has produced and it reflects the great quality of the 
firm's products 

According to Mr Abu Shaqra, the idea behind 
Faconnable is based on an inspiration from the past but 
at the same time it is a reflection of the concept of 
modernisation. 

He said that Faconnable Is a scent that conforms to the 
original idea saying that the essence of the oid emerges 
through the right blending of elements available in the 
modem age 

He noted that the new scent came to emphasise this 
philosophy. 


Farewell party at Forte Grand 

FORTE GRAND Amman’s Andalusia restaurant was the 
venue for a farewell party to five Military attaches organised 
by the British Embassy. The five attaches, from Britain. 
Pakistan, Russia, Oman and Turkey were presented with 
commemorative gifts to remind them of their stay in Jordan. 
The Hotel presented them with a special cake, to mark their 
departure, that was decorated with the flags of each nation 
and Good-byein each language. 


DELUXE FURNISHED APARTMENT 
FOR RENT 

Consisting of three bedrooms, living room, salon, 
dining room, 2 verandas, three bathrooms, 
telephone. Location: Shmeisani, behind Safeway. 
Please call Tel 698207, Amman 



CAR FOR SALE 

1990 TOYOTA COROLLA, 

duty unpaid. 

Please contact Mr. Kemal SARAC0GLU, 
Turkish Embassy, Tel: 641251 


Super deluxe all Brand New Furn- 
ished Villa , prime location in West 
Amman. J.D. 27 '.000/ pear . 


g Only Serious inquiries Please call: 

ADDASI REAL ESTATE 

Toi. 667751 - Fax 665636 



ASUS BEIL ESTATE 


BE 


FURNISHED APARTMENT FOR RENT 

Consists of 3 bedrooms, salon, dining room, living 
room, kitchen & bathroom, telephone, 
independent entrance. .'Location: Gardens Street, 
behind Lacoste Stores. 

If interested, please call : 675956 
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Hamas sends Clinton letter 


Abu Marzuk: Influential yet 


de mandin g freedom for detainee paradoxical Hamas leader 


AMMAN (Agencies) — 
Palestinian group Hamas said 
Saturday it wrote U.S. Presi- 
dent Bill Ginton demanding 
the release of one of its lead- 
ers being held by U.S. im- 
migration authorities. 

Ibrahim Ghosheh. a 
Jordan-based spokesman for 
the Islamist party, said a let- 
ter sent to Mr. Ginton on 
Saturday called for Mousa 
Abu Marzuk to be “im- 
mediately and unconditional- 
ly’* let go. 

The PLO also asked the 
United States on Saturday 
not to extradite to Israel Mr. 
Abu Marzuk. 

Palestinian Self-rule Au- 
thority member Samir 
Ghosheh told reporters in 
Gaza: “We are against any 
decision to hand over Musa 
Marzuk to the Israeli author- 
ities.” 

Palestinian Authority 
member Nabil Shaath said 
“there is no legal reason to 
justify handing over Abu 
Marzuk. an American 
citizen, to Israel. If he is 
charged with specific legal 
issues, we prefer to have him 
tried in Palestinian courts.” 

Mr. Abu Marzuk. a native 
of the Palestinian-ruled Gaza 
Strip, was detained Thursday 
in New York by the Immigra- 
tion and Naturalisation Ser- 
vice (INS) as he was return- 
ing from a two-month trip 
abroad. 

The U.S. government 


■wants to deport Mr. Abu 
Marzuk. 45, a 14-year reg- 
istered resident of Falls 
Giurch, Virginia, because of 
his association with Hamas. 

Washington regards 
Hamas as a terrorist orga- 
nisation which seeks the des- 
truction of Israel and wreck- 
age of the Mideast peace 
process. The militant group 
has been blamed for a series 
of deadly attacks against 
Israelis. 

Mr. Ghosheh said the let- 
ter “explained that Hamas is 
a movement resisting Israeli 
occupation, a right guaran- 
teed to us under civil laws 
and it is similar to American 
resistance of (British) col- 
onisation 200 years ago.” 

He told the Associated 
Press that the letter “focused 
on the clean and legal record 
of Mousa Abu Marzuk in the 
United States during the past 
14 years." 

He said it also “urged the 
Clinton administration to 
reassess its policy regarding 
Islam in the Middle East and 
towards Islamic forces oper- 
ating there.” 

U.S. embassy officials here 
were not immediately avail- 
able for comment. 

Hamas officials say Mr. 
Abu Marzuk is the head of 
the group's political bureau. 
They say he moved to Leba- 
non late last year after repre- 
senting Hamas in Syria for 
three years. 


Iraq hits out at U.S. for 
mediating between Kurds 


BAGHDAD (Agencies) — 
Iraq on Saturday dismissed 
attempts by the United States 
to mediate between warring 
Kurdish factions in northern 
Iraq as flagrant interference 
in its domestic affairs. 

Culture and Information 
Minister Hamed Youssef 
Hummadi said Washington 
was trying to sabotage Iraq's 
peaceful overtures to Kurdish 
rebel leaders in a bid to use 
Iraqi Kurds “as a cheap card 
... to conspire against Iraq 
and prolong the (U.N. Gulf 
war) sanctions. 

“This attitude exposes on- 
the .widest scale the Amer- 
ican" policy which has been 
the main reason for the des- 
truction and misery our Kur- 
dish people undergo in areas 
where America has spread its 
despotic control," Mr. Hum- 
madi told the Iraqi News 
Agency (INA) in a state- 
ment. 

The U.S. State Depart- 
ment said on Thursday the 
two main Kurdish groups in 
northern Iraq, the Kurdistan 
Democratic Party (KDP) and 
the Patriotic Union of Kur- 
distan (PUK), had agreed to 
its mediation to halt fighting 
between their militias. 

Since then U.N. officials in 
Baghdad have said both the 
KDP and PUK. which have 
divided northern Iraq into 
two separate spheres of influ- 
ence, have halted fighting. 

But they said the situation 
was still very tense. 

Fighting between the Kur- 
dish factions has led to the 
collapse of local administra- 
tion in the region and para- 
lysed a power-sharing agree- 
ment that followed regional 
elections in 1992. 

Turkey, uneasy about the 
situation, says the power 
vacuum in the area helps 
Turkish Kurdish guerrillas 
based there to launch cross- 
border attacks, prompting 
military incursions by Ank- 
ara. 

An Iraqi Kurdish official in 
Ankara said on Tuesday that 
the PUK and KDP leaders 
had held talks with an envoy 
from Iraq's President Sad- 
dam Hussein, believed to be 
the highest level of contact 
with Baghdad in several 


years. 

“American officials have 
called the warring f actio n- 
s...to a meeting in which they 
informed them that it wiJJ be 
impossible for talks with 
Baghdad to result in a posi- 
tive outcome,” Mr. Humma- 
di said. 

Iraqi leaders issued several 
calls to rebel Kurds this year 
urging them to talk peace 
with Baghdad. The overtures 
have so far fallen on deaf 


ears. 

Mr. Hummadi also called 
on the Kurds to “respond to 
the sincere call by the lead- 
ership for the enhancement 
of national unity and return 
to normalcy in nor-thern 
Iraq.” 

Iraqi Kurds are under the 
protection of a Turkish-based 
Western air force to prevent 
possible attacks by the Iraqi 
army. 


Iraq vows to cooperate 
fully with Eke us 


Iraq will cooperate "to the 
maximum" with the U.N. 
Special Commission on dis- 
armament (UNSCOM) when 
its chief investigator Rolf 
Ekeus visits Baghdad next 
week, a newspaper here 
pledged Saturday. 

The daily Babel, run by 
-President Saddam Hussein's 
son Uday, said: “Iraq is an- 
xious to cooperate to the 
maximum with UNSCOM so 
it can tie up the biological 
weapons file." 

Iraq wants to convince the 
United Nations that it has 
complied with all U.N. re- 
solutions on abandoning 
weapons of mass destruction 
to enable a lifting of econo- 
mic sanctions imposed after 
its invasion of Kuwait in Au- 
gust 1990. 

Last week, however, it 
warned it would stop cooper- 
ating with UNSCOM if the 
commission did not finish its 
work by the end of August 
and give Baghdad the all- 
clear. 

Babel urged UNSCOM to 
distance itself from disin- 
formation spread by the CIA 
intelligence service in the Un- 
ited Slates in an attempt to 
prolong sanctions. 


New daily to 
appear in January 


By Sa'eda Kilani 

Special to the Jordan Times 


AMMAN — A new politic- 
al daily is expected to go to 
print as of January next' 
year, bringing the number 
of dailies in the Kingdom to 
four. 

The newspaper to be 
published by the Arab Pub- 
lishers Company, which 
produces the weekly tab- 
loid Shihan. will have a 
capital of JD 3 million, 
according to Riad Hroub, 
Shihan's publisher. 

Dr. Hroub said the daily 
will be a "serious political 
newspaper that is'financial- 
ly independent.” 

“It will be the forum for 


all points of views." Dr. 
Hroub told the Jordan 
Times. “The new daily will 
(present) a new experience 
to Jordanian readers.” 

Dr. Hroub said the new 
daily would be different in 
style and coverage from the 
three dailies in the market. 
Al Ra’i. A1 Dustour and A1 
Aswaq. Although Arab 
Publishers have not applied 
for licence yet. Dr. Hroub 
said, he is confident that all 
procedures will go smooth- 
ly and that the daily will be 
successful. 

“We are not afraid of 
competition." he said. 
“We studied the market 
and we are sure we are 
going to succeed." 


Jordan expelled Mr. Abu 
Marzuk on June 1 along with 
a deputy. 

In Damascus, radical 
Palestinian factions told the 
United States to free Mr. 
Abu Marzuk. 

An alliance of IQ radical 
groups, issuing an identical 
statement to one issued ear- 
lier by Hamas, warned the 
United States of the conse- 
quenries of handing Mr. Abu 
Marzuk to Israel. 

“While demanding the im- 
mediate release of Abu Mar- 
zuk, the Palestinian alliance 
warns the U.S. authorities 
against contemplating to 
meet any possible demand of 
Zionist occupation author- 
ities,” the group's statement 
said. 

Prime Minister Yitzhak 
Rabin said on Friday Israel 
wants the United States to 
deliver Mr. Abu Marzuk, 
who has the right of residence 
in America, to Israel. 

The Palestinian self-rule 
authority has offered him a 
home. 

“The U.S. administration 
is hereby held fully responsi- 
ble for whatever harm hap- 
pens to a member of the 
alliance as Abu Marzuk,” the 
group's statement added. 

Mr. Abu Marzuk said he 
has received death and bomb 
threats since taking the case. 

The lawyer. Stanley 
Cohen, said one message left 
on his answering machine 


Friday accused him of being a 
“self-hating Jew.” Others 
have left messages in which 
they scream or make 'the 
threats, he said. 

Mr. Rabin said his govern- 
ment was checking whether 
Israel’s extradition agree- 
ment with the United States 
covers Che crimes Mr. Abu 
Marzuk is alleged to have 
committed. 


Jon Immanuel 

The Jerusalem Post 


Government spokesman 
Uri Dromi said Israel had not 
asked the United States to 
arrest Mr. Abu Marzuk. 

Russ Bergeron, an INS 
spokesman in Washington, 
said the government has be- 
gun exclusion proceedings to 
bar Mr. Abu Marzuk from 
coming back into the coun- 
try. The first is scheduled for 
Monday morning. 

Exclusion hearings, unlike 
deportation hearings, are not 
open to the public, Ms. 
Bergeron said. 

Abu Marzuk had lived in 
the United States at least 14 
years and had permanent re- 
sident status. 


MUSA MOHAMMED 
Abu Marzuk, who was 
arrested in New York 
Thursday, is a paradox, 
considered by some 
observers of Hamas to 
be both its leading advo- 
cate of peace with Israel 
and its leading terrorist. 


in Gaza, a view shared 
by some Palestinian 
analysts, including some 
who have met him 
abroad. 


invited him for discus- 
sions in Washington ab- 
out Hamas’ position. 


Others say that 
however much he tries 
to force Israel and 
Hamas closer to each 
other, the real decisions 
are taken by an unidenti- 
fied group of elders who 
give orders to more pub- 
lic figures, like Mr, Abu 
Marzouk. 


One observer who has 
followed his career for 
years said: “He is totally 
.cold-blooded and 
pragmatic/ He is both 
capable of ordering 
suicide attacks and mak- 
ing a better deal with 
Israel than other Hamas 
leaders would offer/’ 


At Israel’s insistence, 
the U.S. declared 
Hamas a terrorist orga- 
nisation and foreclosed 
its accounts in the U.S. 
after the October suicide 
bus bombing in Tel 
Aviv. 


Mr. Cohen said detaining 
his client, who had left and 
reentered the country many 
times before with no trouble, 
was absurd. 

“This man is not personally 
involved in nor is her plan- 
ning to be involved in an 
aimed straggle. He is a poli- 
tical leader of Hamas. Politic- 
al, that's it,” the lawyer said. 


He heads Hamas’ 
political department, a 
role which means he at 
least has some connec- 
tion with the real lead- 
ers. But how influential 
he is, is not clear. 


Israeli intelligence 
assumes he is a leading 
decision-maker, more 
influential than anyone 


. .Mr. Abu Marzuk 
came to public attention 
when he called the Reu- 
ters office in Amman 
with a statement point- 
ing out an article he 
wrote in a* Jordanian 
Islamic periodical, “Sa- 
bil ’’.(“Path”). In the 

article, he promised 
Israel a hudna , a truce, 
but he told Palestinian 
interlocutors later that 
he meant peace and the 
message was' meant as a 
diplomatic nod to Israel. 


Mr. Abu Marzuk, in 
his forties, was bom in 
Gaza. He lived for some 
years in the U.S., where 
several of his children 
were bom. 


.U.S. State Depart- 
ment officials reportedly 


This week Mr. Abu 
Marzouk returned to the 
U.S. apparently for the 
first time since he was 
expelled from Jordan in 
May. 

It isn’t clear why he 
returned to the U.S. af- 
ter Hamas was outlawed 
there. Some observers 
think he did so believing 
Israel will not be able to 
prove his involvement in 
terrorism enough to 
satisfy U.S. extradition 
requirements. 


Mubarak! Malaysia to meet OIC to discuss Bosnia weapon sale 


rules out 


ASEAN ministers urge end of ban 


war 


KUALA LUMPUR (Agen- 
cies) — Malaysia, speeding 


against 


Sudan 


CAIRO (AFP) — Presi- 
dent Hosni Mubarak has 
said Egypt would not go to 
war against Sudan although 
he was certain it was at the 
root of an attempt on his 
life. 

“I will not start a war 
against Sudan.” he said in a 


newspaper interview pub- 
lished on Saturday. “Whom 


would I go to fight against 
in Sudan? The Sudanese 
people are our relatives." 

But Mr. Mubarak was 
‘TOO per cent" sure that 
Sudan was behind the abor- 
tive bid on his life in Addis 
Ababa, a charge denied by 
Khartoum. 

“Sudan harbours terror- 
ism, and terrorism comes 
from Sudan," the president 
charged, ruling out any 
Ethiopian involvement in 
the assassination bid on 
June 26. 

Mr. Mubarak warned 
Sudanese leaders that “if 
they persist with their mis- 
guided ways,” he would 
"resort to other means.” 


'up its plan to sell arms to 
Bosnia, will meet with the 
Organisation of Islamic Con- 
ference (OIC) soon to decide 
how to sell and dispatch 
weapons, the state news 
agency Bernama said on 
Saturday. 

“We will arrange the meet- 
ing with OIC as soon as 
possible to get the final deci- 
sion and their reaction on the 
choice made by the commit- 
tee,” Malaysian Deputy 
Minister of Defence Abdul- 
lah Fadzil Che Wan Abdullah 
told reporters after an athle- 
tic meeting in the capital. 

The joint committee from 
Malaysia’s foreign and de- 


fence ministry was set up on 
Wednesday by the cabinet 


2 Palestinians 


facing 

explosives 

charges 

freed 


Wednesday by the cabinet 
after the OIC. which met in 
Geneva last week, declared 
the United Nations arms 
embargo against the former 
Yugoslav republic invalid. 

Last Saturday Prime Minis- 
ter Mahathir Mohammad 
said Malaysia was willing to 
sell weapons to Bosnia after 
the OIC declaration. 

The powerful youth wing 
of Malaysia's ruling party, 
the United Malays National 
Organisation, announced on 
Thursday it had begun col- 
lecting public donations to 
buy arms for Bosnian govern- 
ment forces. 

In Brunet, foreign minis- 
ters of the Association of 
Southeast Asian Nations 
( ASEAN) called Saturday 
for an end to what one de- 
scribed as . the “unjustified 
and illegal'’ arms embargo 


against Bosnia. 

Malaysian Foreign Minis- 
er Abdullah Ahmad 
Badawi, in a speech at 
the opening of a two-day 
meeting, said ASEAN should 
press the United Nations to 
take effective measures to 
prevent the ‘’obliteration” of 
Bosnia. 

Mr. Badawi spoke after the 
release of a joint statement in 
which the foreign ministers of 
the seven ASEAN countries 
called for lifting the arms 
embargo and the immediate 
withdrawal of Bosnian Serb 
forces frptri tirc,twp U.N.- 
. designated M.usliin “safe 
areas” of Srebrenica and 
Zepa; 

“The unjustified and illegal 
arms embargo imposed 
against Bosnia-Heizegdvina 
cannot be supported because 
the international community' 
has a moral and legal respon- 
sibility to allow Bosnia- 
Henzegovina to acquire the 
means to defend itself," Mr. 
Badawi said. 

“ASEAN should alsd lend 


and to grant Bosnia- 
Herzegovina its inherent 
right of individual and collec- 
tive self-defence by lifting the 
ill-conceived arms embargo," 
he said. 


The ASEAN statement ex- 
pressed “profound anguish at 
the failure and paralysis of 
the U.N mission in the Re- 
public of Bosnia and Herze- 
govina in responding and 
addressing the fast- 
deteriorating situation in that 
country.” 


centre to present demands at 
the U.S.. British, Russian 
and Israeli embassies. 

In Pretoria , about 1.500 
marchers set U.S.. Russian 
and British flags afire, 
screaming: “You are murder- 
ers. Stop the killings.’.’ 

Police in Cape Town kept a 
restrained presence behind 
riot shields, a contrast to 
Thursday when 20 to 30 rub- 
ber bullets were fired at Mus- 
lim demonstrators and 16 
were arrested. 


“The foreign ministers 
accept ,the right pf tfiere- 
publ ic- of ..BosnJa- 
Herzeeovina to self- 


public- of .Bosma- 
Herzegovina to self- 
defence," the statement said. 

“They therefore support 
the lifting of the arms embar- 
go imposed on Bosnia- 
Heizegovina." 


its weight to pressure the 
United Nations, in particular 


United Nations, in particular 
the Security Council, to take 
effective measures to prevent 
the obliteration of one of its 
sovereign member states.” ' 

Mr. Badawi's Indonesian 
counterpart, Aii Alatas, said 
the U.N. Peacekeeping Force 
in- Bosnia (UNPROF.OR) 
should be invested with more 
power. 

“Indonesia endorses a 
more robust mandate for the 
UNPROFOR and cads upon 
the Security Council to stop 
the aggression and genocide 


Three of ASEAN's seven 
members are predominantly 
Muslim including Malaysia, 
Brunei and the world's 
largest Islamic country — In- 
donesia. ASEAN's other 
members are the Philippines. 
Singapore. Thailand and 
Vietnam. 


The marchers called on the 
West to intervene more for- 
cefully to protect Bosnian 
Muslims ' in the civil war 
against rebel Serbs. 

“Innocent men, women 
and children are being mas- 
sacred while the so-called 
civilised world stands by and 
watches,*' said marcher 
Ismail Collier in Cape Town. 


South African Muslims de- 
nounce U.S. 


South Africa Muslims 
chanted “death to Bill Clin- 
ton, death to America" and 
burned U.S. flags Friday to 
protest world inaction in the 
Bosnian civil war. 

Some 2,000 protesters 
brought traffic to a standstill 
in the centre of Cape Town, 
marching through the dry 


A scuffle broke out when 
demonstrators threw stones 
at police at the Israeli embas- 
sy in Cape .Town, but the 
‘ police allowed crowd mar- 
shals to restore calm. No 
arrests and no injuries were 
reported. 

The protesters carried ban- 
ners, reading “Boutros-Ghali, 
the butcher of Bosnia." refer- 
ring to U.N. Secretary 
General Boutros Ghali, and 
sprayed a swastika near the 
Israeli embassy. 

The Pretoria marchers pre- 
sented demands at U.N. 
offices for the lifting of the 
U.N. arms embargo on Bos- 
nia to enable government 
forces to fight the better- 
armed Serbs. 


Israel says German hostage bus gunman was Israeli 


LONDON (R) — A Palesti- 
nian couple arrested in a case 
related to last summer's 
bombing of the Israeli embas- 
sy were released Friday after' 
a court found insufficienr evi- 
dence to press arms charges. 

Reem Ibrahim Abdul 
Hadi. 34. and Mohammad 
[Jerbas. 31. had been 
charged with possessing ex- 
plosives and weapons with 
intent to endaneer life. 


Three other people in- 
volved in the same case — 
Nadia Zekra. Jawed 
Mahmoud Botmeh. and Miss 
Samar Aiami — remain in 
custody on explosive charges 
in connection with bombings 
of a Jewish centre and the 
Israeli embassy in London 
last Julv. 


TEL AVTV (Agencies) — 
Israel said on Saturday a 
masked gunman killed after 
hijacking a tourist bus in Ger- 
many. was a Russian {migrant 
to Israel. 

German police comman- 
dos shot dead the gunman 
and freed 20 hostages on 
Friday after a' seven-hour 
stand-off in Cologne during 
which he killed a woman 
hostage and the driver and 
wounded a police officer. 

"What we know is we're 
talking about a man who has 
an Israeli passport. He's a 
new immigrant who arrived 


The Radio said the uniden- 
tified man immigrated to 
Israel from Russia in 1993 
and left the country several 
months ago. 

German police said the 
attacked was a sadistic 
murderer who took photo- 
graphs of his victims. 

Baffled authorities were 
still unable to say exactly 
what drove the 31-year-old 
gunman, identified as Leon 
Bor. shot dead by police 
commandos who stormed the 


Cologne sightseeing coach on 
Friday in a hail of gunfire and 


here not long ago." police 
Minister Moshe Shahal told 


Minister Moshe Shahal told 
Israeli Armv radio. 


freed 19 hostages. 

But they painted a picture 
of a deranged man who cool- 
ly shot his two victims in the 


back of the head with a 9- 
MM Smith Wesson pistol and 
then took their pictures with 
an instant camera. 

“He was an absolute sadist 
who enjoyed killing." Col- 
ogne Prostecutor Karl Uter- 
mann told reporters, adding 
he suspected ir was not the 
first time bor, born Leonid 
Borshevski, had killed. 

Whimsically deciding who 
would live or die, Bor at one 
stage late in the drama 
walked down the coach's cen- 
tre aisle and asked bound and 
blindfolded hostages where 
they were from. 

“When one woman said 
she was German, he shot her 
without warning,” police 


commando leader Winrich 
Granitzka said. 

Mr. Bor pumped three bul- 
lets into the 64-year-oid 
woman, finishing her off with 
a point-blank shot to the 
head. 

Then he took her picture. 

Moments later, comman- 
dos ostensibly moving up to 
hand Mr. Bor a mobile tele- 
phone stormed the coach, fir- 
ing around 20 shots. One 
round hit Mr. Bor in the left 
temple, two more in the 
shoulder. 

Mr. Bor turned what 25 
tourists had planned as a 
pleasant sightseeing tour of 
Cologne into a murderous 
adventure. 


Egypt detains 200 Muslim Brotherhood activists 


A 14-kg bomb exploded 
outside the Israeli embassy in 
west London last July, injur- 
ing 14 people. A further six 
people were injured when a 
second bomb went off later 
outside the offices of a Jewish 
charity in north London. 

Prosecutor Andrew Har- 
man said Britain's prosecu- 
tion service, the CPs. was still 
satisfied that the derision to 
charge Ms. Abdul Hadi and 
Mr. Derbas was "entirely jus- 
tified." 

But he added: “The CPs 
has concluded there is insuffi- 
cient evidence to afford a 
realistic prospect of convic- 
tion." 


CAIRO (AP) — In its big- 
gest crackdown, the govern- 
ment has arrested 200 members 
of the Muslim Brotherhood, 
many of them reportedly top 
leaders, the Interior Ministry 
announced Saturday. 

The sweep, which occurred 
Friday, marks Egypt's most 
decisive attempt to break the 
influence of the Brother- 
hood. Egypt's largest Islamic 
Organisation, which claims 
tens of thousands of mem- 
bers. 

Although technically out- 
lawed. the Brotherhood has 
been allowed to operate 
openly and to field candi- 
dates in parliamentary elec- 
tions under the banner of 
other opposition parties. It 


represents the most powerful 
opposition to Egypt’s govern- 


The Interior Ministry said 
180 activists, including 70 
leaders, were arrested in Ale- 
xandria, Egypr's second- 
largest city. Another 20 
members were arrested in 
Menoufia, northwest of 
Cairo. 

The ministry said the activ- 
ists were “preparing the orga- 
nisation's cadres to carry out 
combat missions.” 

Seventeen computer discs 
and booklets were seized 
“that deal with preparing and 
organising Brotherhood 
camps, its aims and ways of 
teaching its extremist ideas," 
the ministry statement said. 


A Brotherhood spokes- 
man, Mamoun El Hodeibi, 
said the men were arrested at 
youth camps organised by the 
government. 

■ “I don’t understand how 
they violated the law In any 
way, so I don’t. know why 
they were arrested," he tola 
the Associated Press. 

The crackdown on the 
group began earlier this year 


when the government ac- 
cused it of forging ties with 


Muslim militants, who have 
waged a three-year campaign 
to overthrow the government 
and install strict Islamic rule. 
More than 780 people, most 
of them police- and militants, 
. have dial in the fighting. 

The Brotherhood denies 


the charges. It says it has 
renounced violence and will 
work peacefully to bring ab- 
out in Islamic state. In recent 
years, Brotherhood members 
have taken control of the 
majority of Egypt's powerful 
professional unions. 

Critics say the crackdown 
is aimed at discrediting the 
group m advance of par- 
liamentary elections in the 
fail. 

Before Friday’s arrests, at 
least 35 Brotherhood mem- 
bers were known to be in jail 
eight arrested Mondav. ]9 
arrested earlier in the month 
and eight ordered by a court 
last week to remain in jail 
None of the detainees has 
been charged. 



Anyone for 
tennis? Not 
Yeltsin 


MOSCOW (AFP) — Russian 
President Boris Yeltsin may 
be back at work, albeit at a 
rest home, but his doctors 
have served him with strict 
instructions to give his 
favourite sport a rest, Inter- 
fax said Friday. Mr. Yeltsin, 
sidelined by a heart-attack on 
July 10, left hospital Monday 
for a rest home outside Mos- 


cow, where doctors are per- 
mitting him to work and hold 
court with visitors. But tennis 
has definitely been given the 
elbow. When one of his usual 
tennis partners, Sports Minis- 
ter Shamil Tarpishev, went to 
visit him two days ago and 
proposed a few games, the 
curly president had to yield 
to doctors who said it was too 
soon Co let him loose on 
court," Mr. Tarpishev told 
the news agency Friday. 
However, he added: “The 
president told me he would 
certainly be able to play when 
he takes holidays in Sochi in 
the autumn.” 


Mini-sub records 
grunts, groans a 
in Loch Ness 


LONDON (R) — A mini- 
submarine hunting for . the 
Loch Ness monster has re- 
corded mysterious grunts and 
groans from the murky 
depths of the Scottish lake. 
The strange noises, picked up 
on the radio sets of su£ 
marine pilot Bill Bolton and 
Alan Whitfield at their base 
onshore, lasted for about 30 
minutes before fading away. 
They were picked up some 
500 feet (150 metres) beneath 
die surface on the same radio 
frequency as the one used at 
sea oy submariners to pick up 
communications between" 
whales and dolphins. “I have 
frequently heard the calls of 
sea mamqials when I have 
done dives in the North Sea 
and in the Atlantic and Paci- 
fic Oceans,” Mr. Whitfield 
told reporters. “But tins was 
quite different. It- certainly 
poses a few veiy interesting 
questions does it not?” he 
added. The mini-submarine 
has been involved in a scien- 
tific dive collecting data and 
shooting video footage of a 
spectacular Loch Ness under-, 
water canyon. It uses power- 
ful strobe lights to pierce the 
underwater gloom. 


Charles to take 
steps over 
royal book 


LONDON (R) — Prince 
Giarles will take, steps to 
prevent a former employee 
from making money by re- 
vealing details in a- book of . 
bis private life with Princess 
Diana, a spokesman said. 
The Housekeeper’s Diary, 
based on the diaries of Wen- 
dy Berry when she worked at 
the couple's Highgrove couth. 
try estate from 1985-1993, ’• 
went on sale in the United' 
States Friday. Excerpts are__. 
also due to be published m' : 
the Star, an American maga- ' 
zine. “We will take all steps 
open to us to ensure that •- 
Mrs. Berry does not profit 
from breaching the confiden- 
tiality undertaking,” a - 
spokesman for the heir to 
British throne said. “If it is 
true that Wendy Berry is 
publishing a book about tier 
employment as a housekeep-. . . 
er to the Prince and Princess 
of Wales, she is in breach of a 
high court injunction granted 
in January this year," bem- 
added. Like aJi royal em-4f: 
ployees, Mrs. Berry bad 
signed a confidentiality 
clause as part of her contract 
The spokesman, who said the ' 
prince had not seen the book7 • 
did not give details about 
steps that would be taken and 
refused to comment on the 
book’s contents. 


Louis Malle 
treated for 
lymphoma 


LpS ANGELES (AP) 
Director Louis Malle is. 
undergoing treatment for low * 
P 3 ^7®^ lymphoma. MaJ- 
|f ; I -J n 1x15 Angeles with ". 
his wife, actress Candice 
»ergen, is responding to 
Bergen's publi- 
cist, Allen Eichhom. said. 
£°w grade T-cell lymphoma 
If* Ca i ncer of the lymph ■ 
glands that weakens the im- 

£u!! e ,i. Sys ? m b y attacking 
thal fig* 11 disease. New v 
revealed Malle suffere 


r_ - raaue suiters 

^m> m m Unedeficic n Cyasa 

S5SL? JSs . d . isca “’ b- 


Ei/hh^ disease. Ml. F; 

■ More specific ' 

information about his coni* - 
tron was not available. * - 
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